
 
Bishop McGuinness  
English Department  
Summer Assignment  

COURSE: English Literature (on-level English IV)  

TEACHERS: Ms. Pankratz-West (cpankratz@bmchs.org) and Ms. Wagner (swagner@bmchs.org) 

ASSIGNMENT: Reflective Essay  

DUE DATE: First day of school in August of 2025  

Instructions:  
➔ Be prepared to turn in a printed copy of your essay on the first day of school in August. Essay will also 

be turned in to Classroom.  
➔ Essay needs to be typed and turned in on a Google Doc (not Word or a PDF)  
➔ Use MLA heading, font, margins, line spacing  
➔ Follow the paragraph instructions. Use complete sentences and good, grade-appropriate vocabulary. 

Points will be deducted if instructions are not followed.  
➔ Proofread for spelling, correct grammar, and clarity of meaning. Points will be deducted for these kinds 

of errors.  

Paragraph #1: Brief Introduction (4-6 sentences)  
➔ Introduce yourself (but you don’t need to say that you’re a Senior at BMCHS)  
➔ Describe your in-school activities, job, out-of-school activities, and interests.  
➔ Write about anything else you’d like your teacher to know about you  

Paragraph #2: Reading (8-12 sentences)  
➔ How do you feel about reading for fun? Is this something you do with regularity or not at all? When is 

the last time you read something that wasn’t assigned in class?  
➔ What is the last book you can remember liking? Is there a certain genre of book you like better than 

others? Do you prefer short stories or poetry to novels? Nonfiction to fiction?  
➔ Give an example of one piece of required reading from school that you enjoyed in some way (can be 

from any grade level or subject area).  
➔ Is reading a skill you hope to improve, or are you satisfied with your current abilities? ➔ How do you 
approach independent reading assignments for school? Do you use an audio book and follow along 
with the physical book? Do you tend to avoid doing the reading but then try to find a summary? Be 
honest, please.  

Paragraph #3: AI Usage in School (8-12 sentences)  
➔ Explain your previous use of AI.  
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➔ What AI programs have you used?  
➔ What specific circumstances in school have prompted you to seek help from AI? Consider your 

motivation in doing that: confusion? Laziness? A lack of good time management? Peer pressure? Be 
honest, please. 

➔ What are some of the pros and cons of using AI for school assignments? How is it helpful? How can it 
be detrimental?  

➔ Discuss your understanding of AI usage when it comes to academic integrity. Where is the line between 
“I’m using it to help me” and “I’m just flat-out cheating”?  

➔ Have you ever used an AI program in other aspects of your life outside of school? Explain.  

Paragraph #4: College/Future Plans (8-12 sentences)  
➔ Where are you in the college application process? What are your deadlines, and when do you plan on 

being done?  
➔ How many times have you taken the ACT (or SAT) and how many more times do you plan to take it? 
➔ Are you getting help with college apps from anyone (family, the McG counseling staff, a college 
counselor from outside of school, etc.)?  
➔ Have you started your Common App essay or any other supplemental essays? When do you plan on 

working on this?  
➔ How are you feeling in general about planning for the future?  

Paragraph #5: Goal Setting Conclusion (5-6 sentences)  
➔ What are your academic goals for your last year of high school? What will it take to accomplish those 

goals?  
➔ What are your other goals for this year (sports, job, socially, family)?  
➔ What are your plans for your life after high school? Think about the next 5 years; what do they look 

like? What about the next 10 years?  
➔ What do you need from your teachers, counselors, friends, and family to help you achieve your goals? 


