
 Bishop McGuinness English Department 
 Summer Reading Assignment for 2026-2027 

 COURSE  :  Honors English 2 

 TEACHER NAME(S)  :  Ms. Williams  kwilliams@bmchs.org 

 REQUIRED READING  :  (Please read in the following order as listed below.) 

 1.  NON-FICTION:  Selected chapters from  How to Read Literature Like a 
 Professor  (  HTRL  ) by Thomas C. Foster  * 

 ○  Chapter 1:  “Quest” 
 (pgs. 1-6) 

 ○  Chapter 2:  “Communion” 
 (pgs. 7-14) 

 ○  Chapter 3:  “Vampires” 
 (pgs. 15-22) 

 ○  Chapter 6:  “Bible” 
 (pgs. 42-51) 

 ○  Chapter 9:  “Rain or Snow” 
 (pgs. 69-75) 

 ○  Chapter 10:  “Hero” 
 (pgs. 76-89) 

 ○  Chapter 11:  “Violence” 
 (pgs. 94-103) 

 ○  Chapter 12:  “Symbol” 
 (pgs. 104-114) 

 ○  Chapter 15:  “Flight of 
 Fancy” 
 (pgs. 133-142) 

 ○  Chapter 18:  “Baptism” 
 (pgs. 160-170) 

 ○  Chapter 19:  “Geography” 
 (pgs. 171-182) 

 ○  Chapter 20:  “Season” 
 (pgs. 183-192) 

 2.  FICTION:  The Bean Trees  (  TBT  )  by Barbara Kingsolver  *** 

 A physical copy of  both  books will be required for the first FOUR (4) weeks of school  . 
 Digital books will not be permitted in class; audio books are permitted but should NOT be used 
 as a replacement for reading the text. 

 *  This text,  How to Read Literature Like a Professor  , MUST be checked out through the Bishop 
 McGuinness English Department and Ms. Williams  . You must check one out from Ms. Williams (room 
 212)  no later than Tuesday, May 19  th  . 

 ***  This text,  The Bean Trees  , is available to check out through the Bishop McGuinness English 
 Department and Ms. Williams, but if you’d rather buy or borrow your own copy, you are welcome to that 
 option. 
 You may check one out from Ms. Williams (room 212)  no later than Tuesday, May 19  th  . 

 NOTE  :  On-level English 2 students will also be reading  The Bean Trees  , but the course has a different summer 
 reading assignment.  If, over the summer, you decide to transfer from Honors English 2 into on-level English 2, you 
 will need to complete  all  of the assigned work for that course before the first day of school. 
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 REQUIRED ASSIGNMENTS  : 
 Students are required to complete  all  of the following work.  All  work is due on the first day of 
 school (Wednesday, August 12  th  , 2026).  REMINDER  :  The first day of class is a 7-7 day. 

 PART 1 Acknowledgement:  Summer Reading Parent & Student Verification Form  (pg. 3) 
 Bring a  PRINTED copy  of your signed parent verification form with you on the first day of 
 class.  This is a 10 point practice grade; late work will receive a grade penalty. 

 PART 2 Writing:  Personal Connection to Catholic Social Teachings  (pgs. 4-7) 
 The Catholic Social Teachings (CSTs) provide a framework for living our faith by 
 promoting human dignity, social justice, and the common good. This year, we will use the 
 CSTs as a lens through which to analyze various written texts; as a first step, you will 
 reflect on and write about one specific CST and its influence on your life and actions. 
 This is a 50 point practice grade; late work will receive a grade penalty. 

 PART 3 Reading:  TBT  & Color-Coded Annotations from  HTRL  (pgs. 8-9) 
 The Bean Trees  and  How to Read Literature Like a Professor  will be our texts for the first 
 unit of Honors English 2; you will need to bring your copy of the novel to class with you 
 every day for the first FOUR (4) weeks of school. You will be expected to have read the 
 entire  novel,  TBT  , before the first day of class AND the  assigned chapters  from  HTRL  ; 
 you should be familiar with the novel’s characters, setting, plot, and theme. Come 
 prepared for all of the following: 

 ○  Formative assessment (quiz) over  HTRL  on the first day of class 
 ○  Summative assessment (exam)  over  TBT  in the first full week of school 
 ○  Writing assignments focused on the novel’s major themes 
 ○  Informed class discussion and thoughtful participation in class activities focused on the 

 novel’s plot, setting, characters, and themes 
 This is a 50 point practice grade; late work will receive a grade penalty. 

 DUE DATES  : 
 All assignments are due the first day of class at the beginning of the class hour.  Students should be 
 prepared for in-class writings, discussions, and a quiz and/or exam during the first two weeks of 
 school  . 

 PLAGIARISM and AI POLICY  : 
 Students will submit all written summer work to both  Google Classroom  and  TurnItIn.com  , which in 
 addition to checking for plagiarism, also checks for Artificial Intelligence. 

 Students who cheat, plagiarize, copy,  share work with another student to copy  , or  use Artificial 
 Intelligence  to complete the assignment  will not receive credit on the assignment in accordance with the 
 policies set forth on pages 48-49 of the Bishop McGuinness Parent-Student Handbook. For this 
 assignment, Grammarly will be considered a form of AI and is not allowable. 

 Use the grading rubrics on pgs. 5 & 7 of this packet to assess your work. 
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 Part 1  .  Acknowledgement 
 Parent & Student Verification Form 

 10 points 

 Please have your parent/guardian  sign and initial  where appropriate below.  Print this out and 
 bring it to class on the first day of school  (Wednesday, August 12  th  , 2026). 

 I verify that  ______________________________________________ has completed 
 PRINT Student’s First and Last Name 

 his/her summer reading for Honors English 2 and has followed all instructions provided in this 
 packet. 

 Please provide BOTH parent and student INITIALS below: 

 _______   _______ I am aware that all of the work assigned in this packet is due on the first day of class 
 (Wednesday, August 12  th  , 2026) and will receive a grade based on the included criteria. 

 _______   _______ I am aware that students are expected to come to class on the first day of the 
 semester having read the  entire  assigned novel (  The Bean Trees  by Kingsolver) and the assigned 
 chapters from  How to Read Literature Like a Professor  by Foster. 

 _______   _______ I acknowledge that my student will take a formative assessment on the first day of 
 school, a summative assessment over both texts within the first week of school, and that these 
 assessments will measure students' basic understanding of the assigned novel,  The Bean Trees  by 
 Kingsolver and  How to Read Literature Like a Professor  by Foster. 

 _______   _______ I am aware that the first unit of the semester will focus on content from the assigned 
 Summer Reading texts and that students will engage in a variety of assignments and assessments, 
 including writing assignments, discussions, and class activities, designed to develop skills needed for 
 success in Honors English 2. 

 _______   _______ I acknowledge that if my student chooses to drop Honors English 2 within the first 
 week of school, my student will be required to complete the summer reading assignments for on-level 
 English 2, which requires students to read  The Bean Trees  by Barbara Kingsolver. 

 _______   _______ I am aware that my child will need a physical copy of EACH book for class during the 
 first FOUR weeks of school. 

   How to Read Literature Like a Professor  MUST be checked out from the English Department at Bishop 
 McGuinness via Ms. Williams  no later than Tuesday, May 19  th  . 

   The Bean Trees  can be borrowed from the school or public library, or purchased; a limited number of copies of the book 
 are available to borrow from the English Department at Bishop McGuinness. Students can contact Ms. Williams to 
 borrow a copy of the book. Digital books will NOT be permitted in class; audio books are permitted but should not be 
 used as a replacement for reading the text. 

 Parent Name  (PRINTED)  :  _________________________________________________ 

 Parent Signature:  ______________________________________________________ 

 Student Name  (PRINTED)  :  _________________________________________________ 

 Student Signature:  ______________________________________________________ 

 Date:  _________________________________ 
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 Part 2.  Writing 
 Personal Connection to Catholic Social Teaching 

 50 points 

 The  Catholic Social Teachings  provide a framework for living our faith by promoting human dignity, 
 social justice, and the common good; we will use these teachings this year as a lens through which to 
 analyze various written texts. As a way to introduce yourself at the start of a new school year, you will 
 reflect on one of the CSTs and the influence of that specific teaching on your values and actions. 

 DIRECTIONS  : 
 Choose  ONE (1) Catholic Social Teaching  that you most closely identify with and write a 
 well-developed three-paragraph essay that addresses all of the following: 

 ○  Paragraph #1  (5-8 sentences): 
 Identify a Catholic Social Teaching that has meaning to you. Summarize the teaching in 
 your own words. What are the key ideas of this teaching? What does this specific 
 teaching call us to do? 

 ○  Paragraph # 2  (5-8 sentences): 
 Explain why this teaching is personally important to you. What values or beliefs make 
 this teaching stand out to you? How is this teaching connected to the idea of being a 
 Person for Others, our Bishop McGuinness Catholic School’s mission? (6-8 sentences) 

 ○  Paragraph #3  (5-8 sentences): 
 Provide a specific example from your own life in which this teaching influenced your 
 actions or guided a decision you made. Describe the situation clearly and explain how 
 the teaching shaped your response. 

 ○  Photo  : 
 At the end of your essay, add a photo of you living out your Catholic Social Teaching. 
 Your photo should illustrate how you are incorporating this teaching into your daily life 
 and ideally, will be connected to the example you wrote about in your essay. 

 Your essay should be thoughtful, specific, and reflective, and should demonstrate both your 
 understanding of the CST you have chosen and your ability to connect it to your own life 
 experiences. You will turn your work in on the first day of school (Wednesday, August 12  th  , 
 2026); a  PRINTED  copy will go directly to your teacher, while a  DIGITAL  copy will be submitted 
 to Google Classroom on our first day of school. 

 Again, you can find the full text of the Catholic Social Teachings on the  United States 
 Conference of Catholic Bishops website  , or you can reference the document attached below 
 (pgs. 5-6)  . This is the version we will reference in class this year. 

 Please note  : 
 ●  You will NOT be able to leave class to print; please make arrangements to print your essay BEFORE the 

 start of class. 
 ●  The typed version of your essay needs to be created from your Bishop McGuinness Google drive, so that it 

 is accessible to you in class on the first day of school. 
 Essays written using any other account will receive a late grade. 

 ●  Essay must be in Google Doc format; PDFs and Word documents will not be accepted. 
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 Seven Themes of Catholic Social Teaching 
 The Church's social teaching is a rich treasure of wisdom about building a just society and 
 living lives of holiness amidst the challenges of modern society. Modern Catholic social 
 teaching has been articulated through a tradition of papal, conciliar, and episcopal documents. 
 The depth and richness of this tradition can be understood best through a direct reading of 
 these documents. In these brief reflections, we highlight several of the key themes that are at 
 the heart of our Catholic social tradition. 

 Life and Dignity of the Human Person  : 
 The Catholic Church proclaims that human life is sacred and that the dignity of the human 
 person is the foundation of a moral vision for society. This belief is the foundation of all the 
 principles of our social teaching. In our society, human life is under direct attack from abortion 
 and euthanasia. The value of human life is being threatened by cloning, embryonic stem cell 
 research, and the use of the death penalty. The intentional targeting of civilians in war or 
 terrorist attacks is always wrong. Catholic teaching also calls on us to work to avoid war. 
 Nations must protect the right to life by finding increasingly effective ways to prevent conflicts 
 and resolve them by peaceful means. We believe that every person is precious, that people 
 are more important than things, and that the measure of every institution is whether it 
 threatens or enhances the life and dignity of the human person. 

 Call to Family, Community, and Participation  : 
 The person is not only sacred but also social. How we organize our society -- in economics 
 and politics, in law and policy -- directly affects human dignity and the capacity of individuals 
 to grow in community. Marriage and the family are the central social institutions that must be 
 supported and strengthened, not undermined. We believe people have a right and a duty to 
 participate in society, seeking together the common good and well-being of all, especially the 
 poor and vulnerable. 

 Rights and Responsibilities  : 
 The Catholic tradition teaches that human dignity can be protected and a healthy community 
 can be achieved only if human rights are protected and responsibilities are met. Therefore, 
 every person has a fundamental right to life and a right to those things required for human 
 decency. Corresponding to these rights are duties and responsibilities--to one another, to our 
 families, and to the larger society. 

 Option for the Poor and Vulnerable  : 
 A basic moral test is how our most vulnerable members are faring. In a society marred by 
 deepening divisions between rich and poor, our tradition recalls the story of the Last 
 Judgment (Mt 25:31-46) and instructs us to put the needs of the poor and vulnerable first. 
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 The Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers  : 
 The economy must serve people, not the other way around. Work is more than a way to make 
 a living; it is a form of continuing participation in God's creation. If the dignity of work is to be 
 protected, then the basic rights of workers must be respected--the right to productive work, to 
 decent and fair wages, to the organization and joining of unions, to private property, and to 
 economic initiative. 

 Solidarity  : 
 We are one human family whatever our national, racial, ethnic, economic, and ideological 
 differences. We are our brothers and sisters keepers, wherever they may be. Loving our 
 neighbor has global dimensions in a shrinking world. At the core of the virtue of solidarity is 
 the pursuit of justice and peace. Pope Paul VI taught that if you want peace, work for justice.  1 
 The Gospel calls us to be peacemakers. Our love for all our sisters and brothers demands 
 that we promote peace in a world surrounded by violence and conflict. 

 Care for God's Creation  : 
 We show our respect for the Creator by our stewardship of creation. Care for the earth is not 
 just an Earth Day slogan, it is a requirement of our faith. We are called to protect people and 
 the planet, living our faith in relationship with all of God's creation. This environmental 
 challenge has fundamental moral and ethical dimensions that cannot be ignored. 

 Copyright 2005, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
 https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-social-teaching 

 6 



 ASSESSMENT  :  50 points  - Following Directions and Effort. 

 Summer Writing Assignment: Grading Rubric 

 Formatting:  __________ / 5 
 Includes a correctly formatted MLA header in the top left 
 corner 
 Essay title is center justified over the first paragraph 

 Work is double spaced and in either Arial or Times New 
 Roman 11 point font 

 Each paragraph is indented 

 NO extra space between paragraphs 

 Body Paragraph 1: Identify a specific CST  __________ / 10 
 Identifies a Catholic Social Teaching that has meaning to 
 you 

 Accurately summarizes the teaching 

 Identifies the key idea(s) of the teaching 

 Demonstrates familiarity with and understanding of the 
 teaching 

 Meets the 5-8 sentence requirement 

 Body Paragraph 2: Explain the significance of the CST  __________ / 10 
 Explains why this teaching is personally important to you 

 Identifies specific values or beliefs that make this 
 teaching important to you 

 Explains how this teaching is connected to the idea of 
 being a Person for Others 

 Demonstrates a genuine understanding of how this 
 teaching influences or impacts your actions 

 Meets the 5-8 sentence requirement. 

 Body Paragraph 3: Provide a specific example  __________ / 10 
 Provides a specific example of a time when  this 
 teaching influenced your actions or guided a decision 
 you made. 

 Describes the situation clearly 

 Explains how the teaching shaped your response 

 Demonstrates an effort to live out the Catholic Social 
 Teachings 

 Meets the 5-8 sentence requirement. 

 Photo:  __________ / 10 
 Includes a photograph of you living out your chosen CST 

 Photo should be recent (taken within the last year) and 
 may include other people 

 Photo must be included with the digital version of your 
 writing assignment (the photo should be the last page of 
 your essay) 

 Editing and Revising:  __________ / 5 
 Completed document is typed; hard copy is ready to turn 
 in at the beginning of class on the first day of school 
 Typed version is a Google Doc created from your Bishop 
 McGuinness Google Drive and is available for upload to 
 Google Classroom on the first day of class. 

 Essay uses complete sentences. 

 Essay uses correct  grammar, spelling, punctuation, and 
 capitalization. 
 Work demonstrates effort and thoughtful responses. 

 __________ / 50 Points 
 Grade Explanation for Honors English 2 
 A  = Indicates an excellent quality of work that is  consistently superior in effort and performance, exhibits intellectual curiosity and demonstrates depth 
 of knowledge and content.  45 or higher 
 B  = Indicates a high quality of work and a good mastery  of the subject. Work reflects above average achievement and some intellectual inquisitiveness 
 and initiative.  40 or higher 
 C  = Indicates the quality of work and achievement is average, demonstrating satisfactory knowledge and application of the course 
 material/requirements. Students should attend tutorial to ensure knowledge of the material.  35 or higher 
 D  = Indicates the quality of work and achievement is below average, demonstrating limited knowledge and application of the course 
 material/requirements. Students must attend tutorial to ensure understanding of the material.  30 or higher 
 F  = Indicates a failure to follow instructions or to demonstrate understanding of the concepts or the assignment.  29 or lower (failure to submit work 
 will result in a 0) 
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 SWBAT  reflect on the CSTs and how one of the teachings impacts their own life, allowing for an introduction of the student to the teacher . 



 Part 3. Reading 
 Color-Coded Annotations 

 75 points 

 DIRECTIONS  : 
 ○  Once you have read  TBT  , you will annotate for the elements of  HTRL  you find in Kingsolver’s novel. 
 ○  Using the color-coding key below, place a color-coded sticky note with an arrow/bracket next to the 

 textual evidence (quote). 
 ○  On the  sticky note  you will need to include the following: 

 ●  the  HTRL  Chapter and abbreviated Chapter title (as listed in the key below). 
 ●  an explanation of the connection to the related chapter from  HTRL  . 

 For each of the chapters read in  HTRL  : 
 a.  Color-code  textual evidence (quotes) in  TBT  using the key below (to the best of your ability); 

 clearly indicated with a sticky note. 

 Color-Coding Key for  HTRL  Chapters: 
 ●  PINK  =  HTRL  Chapter 1 “Quest” 

 ●  ORANGE  =  HTRL  Chapter 2 “Communion” 

 ●  ORANGE  =  HTRL  Chapter 3 “Vampires” 

 ●  BLUE  =  HTRL  Chapter 6  “Bible” 

 ●  GREEN  =  HTRL  Chapter 9 “Rain or Snow” 

 ●  ORANGE  =  HTRL  Chapter 10 “Heroes” 

 ●  YELLOW  =  HTRL  Chapter 11 “Violence” 

 ●  PINK  =  HTRL  Chapter 12 “Symbol” 

 ●  YELLOW  =  HTRL  Chapter 15 “Flight of Fancy” 

 ●  BLUE  =  HTRL  Chapter 18 “Baptism” 

 ●  GREEN  =  HTRL  Chapter 19 “Geography” 

 ●  GREEN  =  HTRL  Chapter 20 “Seasons” 

 b.  Provide  a  MINIMUM of THREE (3)  pieces of textual evidence 
 (quotes)  anywhere throughout  TBT  that reflects the skills 
 and ideas found in EACH  of the  HTRL  chapters listed above. 
 When finished,  you should have a minimum of 36 sticky 
 notes  . Remember to place an arrow/bracket next to the textual 
 evidence (quote). You  do NOT  need to re-write the quote as it 
 shows in the  EXAMPLE.  →→→→→→→→→→→→→→→→→→ 

 c.  Provide an  ANNOTATION (marginal note)  on  EACH  sticky 
 note of textual evidence. Annotations (marginal notes) should 
 reflect key points that connect the textual evidence (quote) from 
 TBT  to its related  HTRL  chapter. 
 See  EXAMPLE OF STICKY NOTE.  →→→→→→→→→→→→→→→ 
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 ASSESSMENT  :  50 points  - Following Directions and Effort. 

 Summer Reading:  Literary Elements and Devices Annotations 

 _____ / 30  Amount of Textual Evidence 
 28-30  Superior  -  Highlights a  wide range  of relevant and specific textual evidence throughout each section of the book, goes 

 above and beyond the minimum requirement. 

 24-27  Good/Above Average  -  Highlights relevant textual evidence, though  may miss a few opportunities for more thorough 
 coverage  . 

 20-23  Adequate / Average  -  Highlights some relevant evidence but  misses several key moments in the text  , or  relies on 
 general/less significant quotes  . 

 13-19  Needs Improvement  -  Little to no relevant textual evidence is highlighted, or the  selections are mostly irrelevant. 

 _____ / 45  Depth & Quality of Annotations 
 42-45  Superior  -  Annotations provide  deep, insightfu  l marginal notes explaining how the evidence 

 reveals key elements found in the  HTRL  chapter. Annotations are  insightful  and  consistently  demonstrate a  high 
 level of engagement  with the text. 

 36-41  Good/Above Average  -  Annotations offer a solid explanation of how the evidence relates to the 
 HTRL  chapter but  may lack the depth of notes  in some areas. Annotations are  thoughtful  and show a  good 
 level of engagement  , though they may not consistently achieve high levels of insight. 

 30-35  Adequate / Average  -  Annotations provide basic explanations, touching on  surface-level 
 aspects of connections  between  HTRL  and  TBT  . Annotations show some engagement with the text, though they 
 may lack depth  . 

 20-29  Needs Improvement  -  Annotations are vague, overly simplistic,  relying primarily on single 
 word  notes. Annotations are  shallow  , shows little engagement with the text. 

 ASSESSMENT  : 
 Each book is broken down into seven weeks. These chapters are here to help you break down the book, working a 
 little bit at a time, instead of procrastinating until the last week or weekend, which makes reading and its related work 
 feel overwhelming and stressful. 

 READING SCHEDULE 

 Week 1  Week 2  Week 3  Week 4  Week 5  Week 6  Week 7 

 HTRL 
 Ch. 1, 2, 3, 

 & 6 

 HTRL 
 Ch. 9, 10, 
 11, & 12 

 HTRL 
 Ch. 15, 18, 

 19, & 20 

 TBT 
 Ch. 1-5 

 TBT 
 Ch. 6-9 

 TBT 
 Ch. 10-13 

 TBT 
 Ch. 14-17 
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 SWBAT  interact with their summer reading books by highlighting relevant textual evidence and providing clear, thorough, and thoughtful 
 annotations that demonstrate both breadth notes and depth of understanding of the text. 


