
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Bishop McGuinness English Department 
English 2 Summer Reading Assignment 

2026-2027 
 
COURSE: ​ English 2 (sophomores)​ ​ ​ ​  
TEACHER:​ Ms. Wagner (swagner@bmchs.org) or Ms. Williams (kwilliams@bmchs.org) 
 
Required Reading: The Bean Trees by Barbara Kingsolver  
 
You will need a physical copy of The Bean Trees for the first four (4) weeks of school. Digital books (Kindle, iPad) may not be 
used in class. The Bishop McGuinness English Department has books available for check out; see Ms. Wagner (room 210) if you 
would like to borrow a copy. You are also welcome to buy or borrow your own copy of the novel. Feel free to use an audio book along 
with your hard copy of the novel if it helps with comprehension and engagement, but do not rely on audio books as a replacement for 
actual reading. 
 
The last day to check out books will be Tuesday, May 19.  
 
Please note: Honors English 2 students will also be reading The Bean Trees, but the course has a different summer reading 
assignment. If, over the summer, you decide to transfer from on-level English 2 into Honors English 2, you will need to complete all 
of the assigned work for that course before the first day of school. 
 
Assignments: Students are required to complete all of the following work. All work is due on the first day of school (Wednesday, 
August 12, 2026). REMINDER: The first day of class is a 7-7 day.​ ​  

​ Acknowledgement: Summer Reading Parent Verification (page 2 of this packet).  
Bring a printed, hard copy of your signed parent verification form with you on the first day of class. This is a 10 point class 
participation grade; late work will be assessed a grade penalty. 
 

​ Writing: Catholic Social Teachings 
The Catholic Social Teachings provide a framework for living our faith by promoting human dignity, social justice, and the 
common good. This year, we will use the CSTs as a lens through which to consider and analyze various works of literature; 
as a first step, you will reflect on and write about one specific teaching and its influence on your life and actions. 
This is a 50 point homework grade; late work will be assessed a grade penalty. 
 

​ Reading: The Bean Trees by Barbara Kingsolver 
The Bean Trees will be our text for the first unit of English 2; you will need to bring your copy of the novel to class with you 
every day for the first four (4) weeks of school. You will be expected to have read the entire novel before the first day of 
class; you should be familiar with the novel’s characters, setting, and plot,. Come prepared for all of the following:  

​ Test over the novel in the first full week of school 
​ Annotations of selected passages from the novel 
​ Writing assignments focused on the novel’s major themes 
​ Informed class discussion and thoughtful participation in class activities focused on the novel’s plot, setting, 
characters, and themes 

 

English 2 Summer Reading​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 1 

mailto:swagner@bmchs.org


 
Acknowledgement: Parent Verification 

 
All students will need to bring a printed, signed copy of this form to class on the first day of school  (Wednesday, August 12, 2026). 

This is a ten (10) point class participation grade. 
 
 
 
I verify that  _____________________________________________________________ has completed  
                                     PRINT STUDENT’S FIRST AND LAST NAME 
 
the summer reading for English 2 and has followed all instructions included in this packet.  
 
 

PLEASE INITIAL BELOW 
 

______ I am aware that all of the work assigned in this packet is due on the first day of class (Wednesday, August 12, 2026), and that 
this work will be graded using the criteria included in this packet. 
 
______ I am aware that students are expected to come to class on the first day of the semester having read the entire assigned novel 
(The Bean Trees by Barbara Kingsolver). 
 
______ I am aware that there will be a test over the assigned reading during the first week of school. This assessment will measure 
students' basic understanding of the basic elements of the novel: setting, characters and plot. 
 
______ I am aware that the first unit of the semester will focus on content from the assigned reading and that students will engage in a 
variety of assignments and assessments, including writing assignments, discussions, and class activities, designed to develop reading 
and writing skills needed for success in English 2.  
 
______ I am aware that my child will need a physical copy of the book for class during the first four weeks of school. Books can be 
borrowed, rented, or purchased; a limited number of copies of the book are available to borrow from the English Department at Bishop 
McGuinness. Students can contact Ms. Wagner to borrow a copy of the book. Digital books may not be used in class; audio books are 
permitted but should not be used as a replacement for reading the text. 
 
 
 

Parent Name:  ______________________________________________________________​
 
 
Parent Signature:  ___________________________________________________________​
 
 
Date: _____________________________________________________________________ 
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Writing: Personal Connection to Catholic Social Teaching 

The Catholic Social Teachings provides a framework for living our faith by promoting human dignity, social justice, and the common 
good; we will use these teachings this year as a lens through which  to consider and analyze various works of literature. In this essay, 
you will reflect on one of the CSTs and the influence of that specific teaching on your values and actions. 

Choose one Catholic Social Teaching that you most closely identify with and write a well-developed three-paragraph essay that 
addresses all of the following: 

Paragraph #1 (5-8 sentences) 
Identify a Catholic Social Teaching that has meaning to you. Summarize the teaching in your own words. What are the key ideas of 
this teaching? What does this specific teaching call us to do? 
 
Paragraph # 2 (5-8 sentences) 
Explain why this teaching is personally important to you. What values or beliefs make this teaching stand out to you? How is this 
teaching connected to the idea of being a Person for Others? (6-8 sentences) 
​
Paragraph #3 (5-8 sentences) 
Provide a specific example from your own life in which this teaching influenced your actions or guided a decision you made. Describe 
the situation clearly and explain how the teaching shaped your response. 
 
Photo 
At the end of your essay, add a photo of you living out your Catholic Social Teaching. Your photo should illustrate how you are 
incorporating this teaching into your daily life; ideally, the photo will be connected to the example you wrote about in your essay. 
 
Your response should be thoughtful, specific, and reflective, and should demonstrate both your understanding of the teaching you have 
chosen and your ability to connect it to your own life experiences. You will turn your work in on the first day of school (Wednesday, 
August 12, 2026); printed copies will go directly to your teacher, while digital copies will be submitted  to Google Classroom.  

You can find the full text of the Catholic Social Teachings on the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops website. This is the 
version we will use in class this year.  

Please note: 
●​ You will NOT be able to leave class to print; please make arrangements to print your essay BEFORE the start of class.  
●​ The typed version of your essay needs to be created from your Bishop McGuinness Google drive, so that it is accessible to 

you in class on the first day of school. Essays written using any other account will receive a late grade. 
●​ Essay must be in Google Doc format; PDFs and Word documents will not be accepted. 

 
PLAGIARISM and AI: Students who cheat, plagiarize, copy, share work with another student to copy, or use Artificial Intelligence 
to complete the assignment will not receive credit for this assignment, in accordance with the policies set forth on pages 48-49 of the 
Bishop McGuinness Parent-Student Handbook. For this assignment, Grammarly will be considered a form of AI and is not allowable. 
Use the grading rubric (page 4 of this packet) to assess your work.  
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Summer Writing Assignment: Grading Rubric 

 
Formatting​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ __________ / 5​  

​ Includes a correctly formatted MLA header in the top left corner 
​ Essay title is center justified over the first paragraph 
​ Work is double spaced and in either Arial or Times New Roman 11 point font 
​ Each paragraph is indented 
​ NO extra space between paragraphs 

 
Body Paragraph 1: Identify a specific CST​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ __________ / 10​  

​ Identifies a Catholic Social Teaching that has meaning to you 

​ Accurately summarizes the teaching 

​ Identifies the key idea(s) of the teaching 

​ Demonstrates familiarity with and understanding of the teaching 

​ Meets the 5-8 sentence requirement 
 
Body Paragraph 2: Explain the significance of the CST ​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ __________ / 10​  

​ Explains why this teaching is personally important to you 

​ Identifies specific values or beliefs that make this teaching important to you 

​ Explains how this teaching is connected to the idea of being a Person for Others 

​ Demonstrates a genuine understanding of how this teaching influences or impacts your actions 

​ Meets the 5-8 sentence requirement. 
 
Body Paragraph 3: Provide a specific example​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  __________ / 10 

​ Provides a specific example of a time when  this teaching influenced your actions or guided a decision you made.  

​ Describes the situation clearly 

​ Explains how the teaching shaped your response 

​ Demonstrates an effort to live out the Catholic Social Teachings 

​ Meets the 5-8 sentence requirement. 
 
Photo​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ __________ / 10 

​ Includes a photograph of you living out your chosen CST 
​ Photo should be recent (taken within the last year) and may include other people 
​ Photo must be included with the digital version of your writing assignment (the photo should be the last page of your essay) 

 
Editing and Revising ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ __________ / 5​  

​ Completed document is typed; hard copy is ready to turn in at the beginning of class on the first day of school 
​ Typed version is a Google Doc created from your Bishop McGuinness Google Drive and is available for upload to Google Classroom on 
the first day of class. 

​ Essay uses complete sentences. 
​ Essay uses correct  grammar, spelling, punctuation, and capitalization. 
​ Work demonstrates effort and thoughtful responses.  

__________ / 50 
 

Grade Explanation for English 2 
A = Indicates an excellent quality of work that is consistently superior in effort and performance, exhibits intellectual curiosity and demonstrates depth of knowledge 
and content. 45 or higher 
B = Indicates a high quality of work and a good mastery of the subject. Work reflects above average achievement and some intellectual inquisitiveness and initiative. 40 
or higher 
C = Indicates the quality of work and achievement is average, demonstrating satisfactory knowledge and application of the course material/requirements. Students 
should attend tutorial to ensure knowledge of the material. 35 or higher 
D = Indicates the quality of work and achievement is below average, demonstrating limited knowledge and application of the course material/requirements. Students 
must attend tutorial to ensure understanding of the material. 30 or higher 
F = Indicates a failure to follow instructions or to demonstrate understanding of the concepts or the assignment. 29 or lower (failure to submit work will result in a 0)
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Reading: The Bean Trees by Barbara Kingsolver 

 
Your assignment is to read The Bean Trees by Barbara Kingsolver; you will be expected to have completed the novel before the first 
day of class. I strongly recommend that you take notes as you are reading; you will take a test over the novel in the first week of class, 
and your notes will help you to prepare for this assessment.  
 
As you read The Bean Trees, keep track of the following literary elements:  

●​ Characters: major and minor characters; watch for examples of both direct and indirect characterization 
●​ Setting: where and when the story takes place 
●​ Plot: the events (major and minor) of the story 

 
In English 2, we will use a specific format for reading notes; the models below will allow you to practice this format as you read The 
Bean Trees. 
 
For each chapter of the novel, recreate the chart included below in a notebook or on loose leaf paper. Use the chart to do the following:  

●​ Track the chapter number and title (write the title in quotation marks, like this: “The One to Get Away”).  
●​ Explain the title of the chapter. Is it descriptive? Metaphorical? Symbolic?  
●​ Write a brief summary of the chapter’s major plot events. 
●​ Track the major and minor characters who appear in this chapter. 

 
 

Chapter Title Write the chapter number and title here. 
 

Explanation Write a short explanation of what is significant about the title of this chapter. 
 

Setting Identify the setting (time and place). 
 

Plot Summary Summarize the important plot points in this chapter; this can be a paragraph or a bullet 
list. These are your notes; do what will work best for you, 

Major Characters List the major (most important) characters in this chapter 
 

Minor Characters List the minor characters in this chapter 
 

 
 
These are your notes; you will use them to study for the test over The Bean Trees and as a jumping off point for class 
discussion, activities, and writing assignments. If you choose to complete notes, please hand write them. I will collect them on 
the first day of school; they will be returned to you to help you prepare for the test. 
 
A specific example of notes for Chapter One of The Bean Trees can be found on the next page.  
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EXAMPLE 

 

Chapter Title One: “The One to Get Away” 

Explanation The narrator is the one person in her social circle to escape from her small Kentucky 
town. 

Setting Pittman, Kentucky 
 
Oklahoma – the Cherokee reservation 
 

Plot Summary 
 
These notes may be 
written either in 
complete sentences OR 
as bullet points – 
whichever you prefer. 
You have examples of 
both options here. 

Option 1: complete sentences 
 
Trying to avoid becoming a single teenage mom, Missy (Marietta) gets a job working 
at the hospital in Pittman, Kentucky. Newt Hardbine (whose daddy was blown up by a 
tractor tire) is brought in one day with his wife, Jolene – Newt’s father has shot them 
both and has killed Newt and injured Jolene. Because of this event, Missy decides she 
needs to leave Pittman.  
 
__________________________________________________ 
Option 2: bullet points 
 
Missy drives west in her VW bug.  
 
Her car runs out of gas in Taylorville, Illinois – she changes her name to Taylor.  
 
She stops at Earl’s Bar, on the Cherokee reservation, and a woman gives her a baby 
wrapped in blankets.  
 
The woman is the baby’s aunt; she tells Taylor that the baby’s mother is dead.  
 
Taylor takes the baby, unwillingly, and keeps driving west.  
 
She checks into the Broken Arrow Motor Lodge, where she gives the baby a bath. 

Major Characters Marietta → Missy→ Taylor  
Turtle 

Minor Characters Newt Hardbine 
Mama (Alice Greer) 
Mr. Hughes Walker 
Eddie Rickett 
Jolene Shanks Hardbine 
Bob Two Two 
the woman at Earl’s bar (Turtle’s aunt) 
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