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Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School 
English Department Summer Assignment 

 

 

COURSE: English 1 (On-Level and Honors) 

 

TEACHER NAMES:   

Ms. Kathy Judge: kjudge@bmchs.org 

Ms. Rebecca Savuto: rsavuto@bmchs.org 

Ms. Abby Williamson: awilliamson@bmchs.org 

 

 

REQUIRED READING: Procure and read the following text listed below. You can find copies 

at a local library or bookstore, or online. Students will need a physical copy of the novel 

for the first four weeks of class. If you have purchased one, please bring that to 

class; we can also provide student copies at that time.  

 

●​ Dreamland Burning by Jennifer Latham 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

* Young Adult contemporary novels and historical fiction contain mature content. Students, please approach this 

text with a sense of decorum and seriousness. 

 

 

ASSIGNMENTS: 

Part 1. Verification 

Part 2. Read* Dreamland Burning by Jennifer Latham 

* Reading notes are strongly recommended. Suggestions and an example are provided in  

this packet. If you choose to complete notes, please hand write them. Teachers will 

collect them on the first day of school. They will be returned to you to help you prepare for 

your test.  

 

 

DUE DATE: The summer assignment, including the verification form, physical copy of 

Dreamland Burning, and reading notes are due and will be collected at the beginning of 

your first day of class, following freshmen bootcamp. Students should be prepared for in-class 

writings, discussions, and a quiz during the first two weeks of school. 

●​ Printed and signed copy of the Verification form 

●​ Bring your copy of Dreamland Burning by Jennifer Latham to class 

●​ Bring your recommended reading notes to class 

 

 

PLAGIARISM and AI: Students who cheat, plagiarize, copy, share work with another student 

to copy, or use Artificial Intelligence will not receive credit on the assignment (Student Handbook pg. 47-48). 
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Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School 
English Department Summer Assignment 

 

Part 1: Verification 
 

SUMMER ASSIGNMENT VERIFICATION FORM:  20 points 

➔​ Please print this out and bring it to class on the first day.  

 

Welcome to Freshman English! Below you will find the instructions and scoring rubrics for your 

summer assignment. Read carefully and follow all instructions. If you have any questions, email 

Ms. Savuto (rsavuto@bmchs.org). 

 

PLEASE INITIAL BELOW 

______ I am aware that students are expected to come to class on the first day of the semester having 

read the entire assigned novel (Dreamland Burning by Jennifer Latham). 

 

______ I am aware that the Verification Form and  all strongly recommended  work assigned in this 

packet is due on the first day of class. I am aware that should my student choose to take reading notes, 

they are expected to be handwritten and will be collected on the first day of class. 

 

______ I am aware that there will be a test over the assigned reading during the first week of school. This 

assessment will measure students' basic understanding of the major elements of the novel: setting, 

characters, plot, conflict, and big ideas (theme). 

 

______ I am aware that the first unit of the semester will focus on content from the assigned reading and 

that students will engage in a variety of assignments and assessments, including writing assignments, 

discussions, and class activities, designed to develop reading and writing skills needed for success in both 

English 1 and Honors English 1.  

 

______ I am aware that for both English 1 and Honors English 1,  students will practice and develop 

executive skills such as organization, time management, and communication, preparing them for 

continued success in high school English. This summer assignment is the beginning of exercising those 

skills.  

 

 

 

I verify that  _____________________________________________________________  

PRINT STUDENT’S FIRST AND LAST NAME 

has completed his/her summer assignment and has followed all instructions included in this packet.  

 

 

Parent Name:  ______________________________________________________________ 

Parent Signature:  ___________________________________________________________ 

Date: ____________________________________________________________________ 
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Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School 
English Department Summer Assignment 

 

 

Part 2: Read Dreamland Burning by Jennifer Latham 
 

Your assignment is to read Dreamland Burning by Jennifer Latham; you will be expected to have 

completed the novel before the first day of class. We strongly recommend that you take notes as you read 

the book; you will take a test over the novel in the first week of class, and your notes will help you to 

prepare for this assessment.  

 

Dreamland Burning follows two timelines. To help maintain a clear understanding of events, it is 

strongly recommended that you keep track of two timelines separately. As you read, keep track of the 

following literary elements within each timeline:  

●​ Plot: chronological order of what happens within each timeline 

●​ Setting: where and when events take place within each timeline 

●​ Characters: who is involved and what readers learn about their background and personality 

●​ Conflict: what problems happen between characters, with society, and personally  

 

There is no need to take notes for every chapter. Instead, update your notes every couple of chapters when 

something important changes. Keeping track of page numbers from where you learn new information is 

encouraged.  

 

These are your notes; you will use them to study for the test over Dreamland Burning and as a jumping 

off point for class discussion, activities, and writing assignments. If you choose to complete notes, 

please hand write them. Teachers will collect them on the first day of school. They will be 

returned to you to help you prepare for your test. 
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Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School 
English Department Summer Assignment 

 

 
 

 

Suggested Reading Notes Example 

Annabel Lee 
Ms. Judge / Savuto / Williamson 
English 1 
8/1/26 

Dreamland Burning Reading Notes 

Event # Timeline + 
Page # 

Setting Plot Event Character Conflict 

1.​  Rowan  
pgs. 5-7 

Summer 
vacation, 
Rowan’s house, 
modern day 
Tulsa Oklahoma 

Rowan discovers a 
human skeleton 
during the 
remodeling of the 
old servants 
quarters behind her 
house 

Rowan; teenager Begins the 
mystery of 
who 
skeleton 
belongs to 

2.​  Will 
pgs. 8-12 

1921 Tulsa 
Oklahoma, 
Two-Knock Inn, a 
speakeasy 
during prohibition 
and segregation 

Will and his best 
friend Clete go to 
a bar and Will gets 
jealous of a guy 
that is with the girl 
he likes  

Will = 17 years old 
Clete = 17 years 
old Addie = a girl 
who goes to 
school with whom 
Will has a crush on. 

Competition 
for Addie’s 
affection; 
jealousy 

 

 

Suggested Summer Reading Schedule 

The following is a suggested reading schedule and breakdown of pages to read each week.  Of course, 

you can read at a pace that works well for you; however, working a little bit at a time instead of 

procrastinating until the last week or weekend of summer makes reading manageable rather than 

stressful. 

  

Dreamland Burning 

by Jennifer Latham 

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 

Pages  

1-53 

Pages 

54-104 

Pages 

105-158 

Pages 

159-207 

Pages 

209-262 

Pages 

263-310 

Pages 

311-365 

 

 


