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Design Goals (Guiding Principles)

THIS ELEMENTARY  IS A NEIGHBORHOOD SCHOOL

This school is an anchor to the community that includes design features that reflects the characteristics of the 

students and greater community while maintaining harmony within the surrounding neighborhood. The design will 

be welcoming, multi-functional, multi-cultural and inclusive providing a sense of belonging for every student.

Key to Design Example: The building is welcoming, warm, and inviting while having secure and safety design parameters

PROVIDE A QUALITY TEACHING AND LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

Sunnyland Elementary school supports high quality instruction for every student, every day, in every classroom. Our 

school is a safe, welcoming, flexible, collaborative, environmentally friendly space designed for the whole child.

Key to Design Example: Multipurpose, versatile, and flexible spaces for teaching and learning.

THE DESIGN SUPPORTS THE EDUCATIONAL GOALS OF THE SCHOOL AND THE DISTRICT

Sunnyland is committed to reaching outcomes of the Bellingham Promise through spaces that support quality 

instruction, inclusion, collaboration and communication. The spaces foster engagement between the school and the 

community to build knowledgeable, respectful and compassionate humans.

Key to Design Example: The design is inclusive and meets the goals of the Bellingham Promise for each child

THE SCHOOL SUPPORTS COLLABORATIVE LEARNING AND FACILITATES COMMUNICATION

Sunnyland Elementary School is a place where students and the community members have spaces both large and 

small to accommodate collaborative learning and communication with the community of Sunnyland. Our school is a 

place that celebrates engagement with students and families of diverse backgrounds.

Key to Design Example: Families and community can easily navigate buildings; welcome and acknowledge a diverse 
population of students
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Portable Relocation 
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Schedule

Schematic Design March – August 2020 
Design Development September - November 2020
Building Permit Submittal Prior to February 2021
Construction Documents December 2020 – March 2021
Bidding April – May 2021
Building Construction May 2021 – September 2022
Demolish Old School July 2022
Field / Parking Lot Construction July 2022 – September 2022
Occupancy August 2022

Selection of GC/CMDesign and Construction
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GC/CM

Selection of GC/CM
Dawson Construction  
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SUNNYLAND ELEMENTARY 

1926 :Original Sunnyland was built

1954: An addition was built 

adjacent to the original building 

1976 - 1978: The original 1926 
structure was closed and 

demolished for safety reasons. An 

addition was built onto the 1954 
structure adding 8 classrooms, 

library and support spaces. 

Site Concept 

Concept Development
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Design

Sunnyland Elementary School 
Design Concept – Historic Images  
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MEMORIAL PARK

1889 :Land set aside as a future park by the 

Bellingham Bay Improvement Company for 

Sunnyland Park. (second oldest park in 

Bellingham) 

1919: Sunnyland Park is dedicated to “the 

solders and sailors from Whatcom County who 

paid the supreme sacrifice in the great war” 

1922: The memorial arch is erected. 

1927: Bowl shaped – fountain added 

1956: 1/3 of the park is sold for the development 

of I-5

2005: Major change/ upgrades including 

replacing the fountain and adding the granite 

memorials labeled for specific wars 

Railroad Trails

Site Concept 

Concept Development
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Site Concept 

Concept Development
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Site Concept 

Concept Development
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Site Concept 
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Site Concept 

Concept Development
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Concept Development
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Site Concept 

Concept Development
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Concept Development

DESIGN GOALS:

THIS ELEMENTARY  IS A 

NEIGHBORHOOD SCHOOL

PROVIDE A QUALITY TEACHING AND 

LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

THE DESIGN SUPPORTS THE 

EDUCATIONAL GOALS OF THE 

SCHOOL AND THE DISTRICT

THE SCHOOL SUPPORTS 

COLLABORATIVE LEARNING AND 

FACILITATES COMMUNICATION
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Design
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Design

Sunnyland Elementary School 
Design Concept - Community  
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Design
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Design

Sunnyland Elementary School 
Design Concept – Civic Building  
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Design

Sunnyland Elementary School 
Design Concept – Community  
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Design

Sunnyland Elementary School 
Design Concept – Neighborhood  
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Design

Sunnyland Elementary School 
Design Concept – Neighborhood  
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Site Concept 

Concept Development
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Design
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Site Plan
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Floor Plans
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Design

Sunnyland Elementary School
West elevation
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Design

Sunnyland Elementary School
South Elevation
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Design

Sunnyland Elementary School
East Elevation
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Design

Sunnyland Elementary School
North Elevation 
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Design

Sunnyland Elementary School
Hub looking north
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Design

Sunnyland Elementary School
Cafeteria looking east
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Design

Sunnyland Elementary School
Hub looking south
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Design

Sunnyland Elementary School
Library looking north
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Design

Sunnyland Elementary School
South Extended Learning: Level 1
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Questions and Feedback

• What do you like about the proposed plans?

• What questions do you have?

• What suggestions do you have for improvement?

• Next steps

• Follow the project on the district website:     
https://bellinghamschools.org/about/departments/capital-projects/facilities-projects/


