
 
 
 

9th Grade English/Pre-AICE/AICE General Paper Summer Reading 2026-2027  

Directions: Please read “The Story of an Hour” by Kate Chopin.  After reading the short story, complete 
question #1, #2, and #3. Make sure to answer each question fully, using textual evidence to support your 
ideas (at least 5-7 sentences per question).  Then read the additional related texts linked below and 
answer the questions that follow. Using Times New Roman (12 point double-spaced) font, save all of 
your responses as a Google Doc and be ready to submit and discuss during the first week of school.  

Feel free to email Mrs. Caro at meredith.caro@palmbeachschools.org or Mrs. Lazere at 
natasha.lazere@palmbeachschools.org if you have any questions. 
 
Question 1: Identify a theme addressed in the story and explain the significance of the theme throughout 
the story. Please make sure to answer the question fully and use textual evidence to support your 
thinking.  
 
Question 2: What is the role of the main character and how does the main character contribute to the 
theme you identified in question one? Please make sure to answer the question fully and use textual 
evidence to support your thinking. 
 
Question 3: What unique language features (figurative language, word choice, tone etc.) does the author 
use? Explain how these language features contribute to the text. 
 
Now that you have read “The Story of an Hour,” please read the next two attachments and complete the 
comparison questions that follow. 
 
“Our Deportment, or the Manners, Conduct, and Dress of Refined Society”- Discuss the relationship 
between husband and wife during the late 1800s. Based on this article and “The Story of an Hour,” what 
were the social roles of the Victorian period? What was the ideal husband and wife like? 
 
“How American Industry Won World War II”- Compare the treatment of the role of women in this article 
and in “The Story of an Hour.”  
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