
Frequently Asked Questions
HPISD Visitation Procedures and Guidelines for Faith-Based Leaders

Q: Does HPISD allow Faith-Based Leaders to visit HPISD students?

A: Yes, HPISD allows Faith-Based Leaders to visit HPISD students in grades 5-12 on the 1st and 3rd

Wednesdays during campus lunches. The Faith-Based Leader must be registered and trained; the

student must have parent approval and agree to participate.

This is in accordance with HPISD’s practices and GKC(Regulation):

“Clergy and other representatives of religious organizations (ministers, rabbis, imams,

priests, and the like) or youth group representatives may visit with their congregants and

have lunch with them but will not use the visit to proselytize to others.”

Q: Does HPISD allow Faith-Based Leaders to visit campuses serving grades 5-12 during any other

days or times other than 1st and 3rd Wednesdays during campus lunch times?

A: No.

Q: Will Faith-Based Leaders be allowed to visit with students in conference rooms?

A: No.

Q: How will HPISD ensure that Faith-Based Leaders only visit with students whose parents have

completed the authorization form?
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A: When checking into campus on Wednesdays during lunch, both the Faith-Based Leader and

lunch-room monitors/administrators on duty will receive the most current list of students whose

parents have completed the digital permission form to ensure implementation with fidelity. If

students who are not on the approval list want to visit with a Faith-Based Leader, lunchroom

monitors/administrators will remind students of the guidelines in place.

Q: Are students whose parents have authorized a Faith-Based Leader visit required to

visit with them?

A: No. Students get to decide whether or not they want to visit with the Faith-Based Leader.

Q: Where will Faith-Based Leaders be assigned to visit with students whose parents have

authorized the visitation?

A: There will be a designated table in the cafeteria for Faith-Based Leaders to visit with students

during lunchtime.

Q: Can parents approve more than one Faith-Based Leader to visit with their child during lunch?

A: Yes, parents may authorize as many names as they wish. Only Faith-Based Leaders who meet the

background check standards, agree to the district guidelines posted on the HPISD website, and

complete training will be eligible to participate in the program. In the high school (only), parents

may opt-in by the organization name and forgo typing each specific name of each faith-based

leader.

Q: What process is used to ensure Faith-Based Leaders meet background check guidelines?

A: All Faith-Based Leaders must follow a thorough registration process. See below:

Step 1: Submit a Volunteer Registration and Consent Form for a background check

- Click the link to access the form:

https://www.hpisd.org/apps/form/form.HIGHPAR-S.qyjLOIH.KA

- Volunteer Background Checks are processed each Thursday
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Step 2: Call for status of background check

- Contact Shelly Smith for confirmation that your background check is complete:

SmithSH@hpisd.org or (214) 780-3080

Step 3: Complete the fillable form on page 2 of this packet (Download and save it)

- Complete and sign the fillable form, then email it to Dr. Josue Romero at

romeroj@hpisd.org.

Step 4: Encourage parents to complete the form authorizing you to visit with their child

- Copy and paste the following link to the HPISD webpage for the authorization form and

share with the parents. Please select the correct form for elementary, middle or high

school.

https://www.hpisd.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=938458&type=d&pREC_ID=2402

759&tota11y=true

Step 5: Contact Dr. Josue Romero by email at romeroj@hpisd.org or by phone at (214)

780-3088.

- Arrange a date with Dr. Josue Romero to visit the campus for the first time.

- Dr. Romero will meet you there, introduce you to counselors and administrators, and

orient you to the campus.

Q: How are the Faith-Based Leaders trained about what is appropriate or not appropriate?

A: The HPISD Director of Assessment and Accountability will meet with each Faith-Based Leader

to train the person on the district expectations. Additionally, the Director will meet the

Faith-Based leader on-site to walk the person through the campus expectations. These procedures

will better ensure tight alignment with the district’s process and procedures.

Q: What are the logistics for parents to sign up for the program?

A: The link to authorize a Faith-Based Leader to visit with your child in grades 5-12 during the

approved Wednesday lunchtime is on the district webpage.
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Q: What are the rules and expectations for Faith-Based Leaders?

A: All Faith-Based Leaders must meet with the Director of Assessment and Accountability for

in-person training and sign that they agree to the following:

1. The visitor must submit a Volunteer Registration and Consent Form for a background check found on

the District website and be cleared by the administrative assistant for safety and security prior to the

first visit.

2. Each visitor is required to sign in and out for each campus visit. Please bring your HPISD Faith-Based

Leader identification and lanyard. The campus office will print you the most current list of students

whose parents have authorized you to visit with them.

3. Parents must have previously submitted a digital authorization form to the school for you to be able

to visit with their child on campus. Please do not interact with any child not on your approved list.

Parents can find this digital authorization form on the District website.

4. Please respect the school dress code.

5. Proselytizing is not allowed. Visitors may not recruit for fund-raising activities, religious groups, youth

groups, or political causes when visiting school campuses. Do not bring outside food in to share.

6. Distribution of any type of literature is not allowed. This includes invitations to events, youth

meetings, Bible study, etc.

7. Proper behavior is expected of everyone.

8. Students whose parents have approved the visit may choose whether or not to participate on any

authorized Wednesday.

9. Silence and stay off your phone. Do not take pictures/selfies with students.

10. Visit and have lunch with only your own congregants whose parents have authorized your visit.

11. [MIS/HPMS (5-8)] Moving around the cafeteria from table to table is not allowed; please sit at the

designated table. Seating may be limited based on the available table designated. HPHS has systems

that allow for greater flexibility in this area.

12. Gathering personal contact information from any student is not permitted.

13. No horseplay. Be careful to avoid getting students excited, rowdy or loud.

14. HPISD has designated the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays for faith-based lunchtime visits in grades 5-12.

15. Get to know the counselors and administrators during your visits. We are all here to support our

students and families.

16. Reach out to Dr. Josue Rpmero, HPISD Director of Assessment and Accountability, at (214) 780-3088

to schedule your first visit so he can introduce you to the campus team.

Q: Who should I contact if I have questions about this program?

A: Contact Dr. Josue Romero, Director of Assessment and Accountability, by email at

romeroj@hpisd.org or by phone at 214-780-3088.

4

mailto:romeroj@hpisd.org

