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By Ron Barry

LADY CAV SOFTBALLERS TOPPLE MUNFORD 11-5;
AMADOR DOUBLE HIGHLIGHTS 27" WIN

Above: Nataly Amador drilled her first extra-base hit of the
season to drive in three runs in Crockett's 11-5 win at Munford
Saturday. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Through Crockett County's first 32 softball games, freshman
Nataly Amador — who bats in the number two slot in the lineup
— had collected exactly 39 hits. And every one of them was a
single.

That's not a knock; it's exactly what her coaches want. It means
she’s hitting the ball on the ground, and that helps Crockett in
two major ways: (1) She bats left-handed and is fast, so if she
can get it on the ground she has an excellent chance to beat
any throw to first base; and (2) she bats behind Wesley
Thornton, who is on base 65% of the time. With Thornton's
speed, Amador’s ability to keep the ball on the ground poses all
kinds of frustration for opposing defenses.

So when Amador singled in the first inning of Saturday’s
rescheduled game at Munford, it wasn't a big surprise. Nor was
her immediate steal of second base, nor her scoring of the
game’s first run on a Haley Leforgee single.

40 hits. 40 singles. Could be a description of a pop music star.
But then...

Crockett came to bat in the top of the second inning and
Emilee Chandler led off with a line-drive single to center. One
out later, Macie Teel grounded a single up the middle, and
Nadia Turner entered as a courtesy runner. Then Thornton — as
is often the case nowadays from teams that don’t want to give
her anything to hit — drew a walk to load the bases.
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That brought up Amador. With an available force-out at every
base, things get a little more difficult for a slap hitter. Several
of Amador’s hits have been bunts, but it's hard to put one
down when a quick toss to home plate will get an out for the
defense.

Amador worked the count to 2-and-2 by fouling off three of
the five pitches she saw, and then.. ripped a solid, line-drive
double to left field that cleared the bases, gave the Lady
Cavaliers a 4-0 lead, and provided the impetus toward an
eventual 11-5 victory over the Lady Cougars that improved
Crockett’s season record to 27-5-1.

It leaves Coach Baron Jimmerson’'s club with one regular-
season game remaining, currently scheduled (weather
permitting) for Tuesday in Alamo. It's a district matchup, and
if Crockett wins, the Lady Cavs will host the post-season
softball tournament beginning Thursday.

Amador’s three-run double gave the Lady Cavs the breathing
room they needed to build on three solid shutout innings of
pitching by starter Anna Stallings. Crockett struck for five
more tallies in the top of the fourth with run-scoring singles
by Gabby Bursey and Leforgee again, a two-RBI triple by
Madison Stitts, and a run-proding double by Chandler, upping
the margin to 9-0.

That rally turned out to be very fortuitous for the visitors,
because the Lady Cougars jumped on reliever Emmalynn
Medlin for five hits and a sacrifice fly, together with a walk and
an infield error, to tally five runs of their own in the bottom of
the frame. It could have been worse if one Munford runner
had not been called out for leaving a base too early during
the uprising.

But Medlin settled in after that, blanking the hosts over the
final three innings, and Crockett added two runs in the top of
the sixth on a double by Stitts, a run-scoring groundout by
Teel, a hit by Maddie Haynes, and another single by Thornton
that chased Haynes home.

Along with Amador’s three-RBI double, Leforgee paced the
offense by going 3-for-3 with two runs batted in. Stitts had a
double and triple and Bursey collected three safeties in five
trips to the plate. Stallings picked up her fifteenth pitching
triumph of the season and lowered her senior-year ERA to
1.69. She struck out seven in her three-frame stint Saturday.
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Above: Three more shutout innings from Anna Stallings earned her
fifteenth win of the season. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Above: Haley Leforgee went 3-for-3 and collected two RBIs for the Lady Cavs, now 27-5-1.
(Photo by Ron Barry)
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