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Grade 6: Theme- Discovering Ourselves and Creating Community

ONE Proposed Addition 

The Circuit: Graphic Novel Edition by Francisco Jiménez



The Circuit: Graphic Novel 
Edition
By Francisco Jiménez

Publication year: 2023
Genre: Graphic nonfiction; memoir 
adaptation; middle grades–YA
Authorship and focus: Written by 
acclaimed Latino author; centers the lived 
experiences of migrant families 
Length: ~160 pages

Awards/Accolades:
● Junior Library Guild Gold Standard 

Selection



Overview: This visual adaptation of Jiménez’s 
acclaimed memoir follows Panchito and his family 
as they migrate for seasonal farm work across 
California, navigating poverty, language barriers, 
interrupted schooling, and tight-knit family bonds. 
The graphic format makes the themes of 
resilience, belonging, and educational access 
highly approachable and discussion-ready for 
diverse readers.

Note: The memoir upon which this graphic adaptation is based 
is already board approved for 6th grade.



Grade 7: Theme- Life’s Journey

ONE Proposed Addition

● Nimona by Noelle Stevenson 



Nimona
By ND Stevenson

Publication year: 2015
Genre: Graphic novel; fantasy/sci-fi; satirical adventure
Length: ~272 pages
Authorship: Created by nonbinary author ND Stevenson

Awards/Accolades:
● National Book Award Finalist (Young People’s 

Literature)
● Eisner Award Winner (Best Graphic Album-

Reprint; nominee for Best New Graphic Album)
● New York Times bestseller; ALA/YALSA Best 

Graphic Novels for Teens selection



Overview: A shapeshifting teenager, 
Nimona, teams up with “villain” Ballister 
Blackheart to expose the hypocrisy of a 
kingdom’s hero-industrial complex. What 
starts as anarchic fun becomes a sharp, 
heartfelt look at power, propaganda, 
friendship, and identity, blending humor with 
emotional stakes and action-filled artwork.  



Grade 8: Theme - Resiliency

ONE Proposed Addition

● Almost American Girl: An Illustrated Memoir by Robin Ha



Almost American Girl
By Robin Ha

Publication year: 2020
Genre: Graphic memoir; immigration/coming-of-age
Length: ~224 pages
Author focus: Created by Korean American cartoonist 
Robin Ha

● Awards/Accolades:
● Harvey Award nominee; YALSA Great Graphic 

Novels for Teens (Top Ten)
● ALA Notable Children’s Book; Walter Award 

Honor (Younger Readers/Teen recognition 
lists)

● Junior Library Guild Gold Standard Selection; 
multiple state reading list selections



Overview: When a Seoul-raised teen 
relocates abruptly to Alabama, language 
barriers, isolation, and shifting family 
dynamics upend her world. Through spare, 
expressive artwork, Ha charts the work of 
finding community, especially in a 
comic-drawing class, while navigating 
identity, belonging, and the complexities of 
immigration. 



Grade 8: Theme - Resiliency

ONE Proposed Change to Required Reads

Current Required Texts: Additional Required Texts:

Night by Elie Wiesel

I Have a Dream: Writing and Speeches That 
Changed the World by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Warriors Don’t Cry by Melba Patillo Beals (will be 
the companion text to March)

March: Book One by John Lewis (Author), 
Andrew Aydin (Author) and Nate Powell 
(Illustrator)



March: Book One
By John Lewis (author), Andrew Aydin (author), Nate 
Powell (illustrator)

Publication year: 2013
Genre: Graphic nonfiction; civil rights memoir
Length: ~128 pages
Author focus: Written by Congressman and civil rights 
icon John Lewis 

Awards/Accolades:
● Coretta Scott King Author Honor (2014)
● Robert F. Kennedy Book Award — Special 

Recognition (2014)
● YALSA Top 10 Great Graphic Novels for Teens; ALA 

Notable Book
● #1 New York Times and #1 Washington Post 

bestseller



Overview: The first volume of John Lewis’s 
graphic memoir traces his early life, 
Nashville sit-ins, and the emergence of the 
Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee. Black-and-white art and clear 
narration ground a vivid account of 
organizing, nonviolent protest, and moral 
courage during the Civil Rights movement. 
To be taught in conjunction with Warriors 
Don’t Cry by Melba Pattillo Beals.



Rationale for Adoption: March tells the story of the Civil 
Rights Movement through the personal experiences of 
Congressman John Lewis. Students learn about 
protests, sit-ins, and marches from a first hand account. 
The book shows how ordinary people took extraordinary 
risks to fight for justice. Students see how courage, 
persistence, and collective action can lead to social 
change. March will be paired with Warriors Don’t Cry by 
Melba Patillo Beals, to demonstrate the overlap in 
experiences as well as resilience portrayed by the 
protagonists.  As a firsthand account from a key civil 
rights leader, the book provides an important 
perspective that helps students see history through the 
experiences of those who fought for change.



Teacher Feedback from Pilot Classes: 
“Piloting March by John Lewis has been a great experience. Below are a few highlights that capture 
the reasons why I am confident in March becoming a whole class novel for all 8th grade students.”
● March seamlessly pairs with Warriors Don’t Cry. John Lewis and Melba Patillo Beals have 

similar life experiences, so I was naturally able to tie in various excerpts from Warriors Don’t 
Cry and allow my students to compare and contrast them. 

● Martin Luther King Jr.’s I Have a Dream Writings and Speeches That Changed The World is 
also a required 8th grade text, and this paired effortlessly with March, as well. John Lewis 
shares various memories of how Martin Luther King Jr. was a mentor to him; therefore 
excerpts from the book fit well throughout our novel study.

● Author’s purpose and text structure are both areas we are looking for our 8th grade students to 
grow in, and learning about graphic novel design features and analyzing them in March has 
been the perfect way to blend these two elements together and challenge my students to think 
critically about them. 

● I see the graphic novel as more accessible to students with IEP’s and students in MTSS. The 
confidence they have to analyze the text and share their ideas out loud in class is exciting to 
see. 



Student Feedback from Pilot Classes: 

● “The pictures give the readers an opportunity to see what 
happened and the actions that you can't picture from a normal 
book.”

● “March would be a pretty well rounded graphic novel for middle 
school students….it does have harsh topics within the story, but 
that is just learning history of what had happened. A person 
should know most of the history of this country, not just the good 
parts. The bad parts helped shaped this country and its people, 
and can help other students and people learn from this story.”

● “From reading March, I learned so many more things about the 
Civil Rights Movement. I feel more educated on the events that 
happened during the movement and was interested while 
reading the book, the photos also gave me a better 
visualization.”



Student Work Sample

"Sonnet for the Chickens"         
By: Tom Healy

The picture of elegance, my grandfather.
I wanted his photograph in the dictionary.
Alone of the men I knew as a kid, 
he always wore a shirt with a collar,
always shined his shoes. Equanimity
in a family on the run from itself.
He amazed me once with a cardboard box
of baby chicks, each in a small square as if
he’d waved a wand over a carton of eggs.
A fuzz of feathers, beaks and fragile lives.
No more afraid than all of us, he said.
Just sit with them, tell them apart, listen.
Only if you see someone, can you become
someone. Long gone, he still is and they are.

1. Staple the sonnet into the Reading Section of your Notebook.
2. Highlight 3 words that have positive connotation
3. In ONLY 6 words answer the question:   if the chickens in the poem could speak for 

themselves, what do you think they would say about their situation?



Student Work Sample

.

1. Caption this image - think John Lewis and Part I of March
2. Mark text that aligns with who John Lewis WAS and IS so far in March



Student Work Sample

.

Notice and Note Signposts



Student Work Sample

.

Graphic Novel Terminology



Student Work Sample

Task: Compare and contrast author’s purpose in the 
opening scenes of both memoirs
● Students needed to analyze word choice, 

specifically imagery, and visuals to determine 
the author’s perspective at the beginning of 
their tale.

● In addition, this task asks students to consider 
the roles of power and authority in both 
protagonists’ lives.



QUESTIONS?
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