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Dear Parent/Carer,

As we approach the period in which Year 11 examinations take place on a daily basis, | would like to begin
by commending our students for their hard work and commitment so far. Their preparation and effort in the
examinations already completed have been excellent.

Routines Throughout the Examination Period

To support students during the exam season, we will continue our comprehensive programme of support for
Year 11. In addition to the interventions currently in place, we will be running pre-exam sessions in the form
of Exam Breakfasts and Exam Lunches. These subject-specific sessions will take place prior to each GCSE
examination. Locations will be shared with students by their class teachers.

Water and a snack will be provided at each session, alongside focused preparation activities led by staff.
For morning examinations, students must attend their Exam Breakfast, which will begin promptly at 8:45am,
coinciding with morning registration.

For afternoon examinations, students must attend their Exam Lunch, which will take place during Period 3.
A normal lunchtime will follow this session.

Attendance at these sessions is compulsory. If a student fails to register, we will make contact with home.
Students are expected to attend school as normal throughout the examination period when they are not
sitting examinations or attending preparation sessions, and normal timetabled lessons will continue. Once a
subject’s examinations are complete, students will be provided with revision resources for their remaining
subjects, and they are welcome to bring their own revision materials to use during lessons. In addition, we
are arranging targeted sessions with subject specialists to maximise the effective use of time.

1 will be sending out information about leavers dates/events in separate correspondence.

Parents and carers often ask about practical arrangements during this period. Students should ensure they
arrive fully equipped for each examination, including black pens, pencils and, where required, a calculator
and any other permitted equipment. Students should also familiarise themselves with the examination
timetable, ensuring they know which paper they are sitting and the specific content being assessed. Further
information regarding exam venues and seating arrangements will be shared directly with students ahead of
each examination.
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It is also important to note that, in some subjects, students will have completed controlled assessments
or practical/portfolio elements (PSAs). While these components are assessed separately and students
may already have received indicative feedback, they only contribute to the final grade once the full
course has been completed, including the written examinations. In most cases, these elements form only
a proportion of the overall grade, and success in the final examinations remains essential.

We recognise that this can be an anxious time for students, and staff will continue to support them both
academically and pastorally throughout the examination period.

Please be aware that, given the costs associated with exam entries, if a student misses an examination
without appropriate medical evidence, the cost of the entry may be charged to parents/carers. In
addition, students who fail to attend required examinations may not be permitted to attend the Prom.
Further details regarding the Prom celebration will be shared separately.

We are incredibly proud of our Year 11 students and all they have achieved during their time at Southam
College. Thank you, as always, for your continued support. | would like to take this opportunity to
wish all students every success in their upcoming examinations.

Kind regards,

Crs M-

-

Graeme Martin
Deputy Headteacher
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