FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

! How do | become a candidate?
Sign up with the Laurel City Commission at your school. Please call Melissa Bird (860) 733-5696

for any additional paperwork you need or to ask questions regarding the paperwork. All paperwork
must be received by May 9, 2026.

Do I need to provide pictures for the paper and Laure] Festival program?

Yes. A Junior or Senior photo (head and shoulder shot) is preferred and will be returned to you.
The Laurel Commission will also have a photo session that you are required to participate in and
can use if you would like to. The photo session will be announced.

Do I need to know someone to sponsor me?

No, there arc always organizations and local businesses that are looking to sponsor candidates.
The Laurel City Commission will provide a list of potential sponsors at your request. Please
contact Lauren Dombrowski at ldombrowski@townofwinchester.org to assist you further.

What are my sponsor's responsibilities?
Your sponsor is responsible for paying the Sponsor Fee. Your sponsor may be interested in being

more involved (help to find or donate the parade vehicle, helping to donate your parade vehicle,
ctc.).The candidate and sponsor should coordinate and discuss in advance, which, if any,
responsibilitics will be shared or delegated.

What are my responsibilities as a candidate?

You must attend all the activities. Candidates are encouraged to invite family, friends, and
sponsors to the events of the weekend. You do not need to sell tickets to the Laurel Ball. Simply
provide your guests with our contact information and we will coordinate the rest. Candidates
(along with their family, friends, and/or sponsors) will have to arrange to have a car or a float for
the parade. Parade vehicles should be decorated. If you have trouble finding a parade vehicle, let
us know as soon as possible. We will try to help; however, we cannot guarantee that we will be
able to provide a vehicle for you,

at do I recejveifl amc n g el in nner-Up?
The candidates who are crowned Laurel Queen and Laurel King will each receive a crown and a
scholarship. The Runner-Up Queen and Runner-Up King are each awarded scholarships. The
2nd Runner-up Queen and King will receive scholarships.

What do 1 wear?

For the Laurel Ball, candidates should wear a formal gown (a prom dress is fine},dress pants,
shirt and tie (jackets options). Your escort should wear a dress, dress pants, a dress shirt and tie
(also no denim pledse). Any outfit that you would wear to an evening wedding is appropriate.
Corsages/boutonnieres are not required but remember if wearing a corsage or boutonniere, it may
only be made of Laurel. For the interviews, please wear "business casual attire" such as a dress,
pants, capris, or some other suitable outfit. The total length of the interviews will depend on the
total number of contestants. Your parade dress attire should also be formal and may be the same




outfit as worn to the Laurel Ball if desired. We do not want you to go to great expense to purchase
formal dresses.

Can my friends come?

Absolutely!!! We welcome everyone and encourage you to invite them all. Ball tickets must be
purchased for $30 for individual tickets or $300 for a table of 10. Student tickets are $15.
Reservations for the Ball must be purchased in advance. Please contact Lauren Dombrowski via

cmail ldombrowski@townofwicnhester.org.

If T am crowned Laurel Queen, Laurel King or one of the Runners-Vea when will 1 receive my

scholarship?

The scholarships will be awarded at the Town of Winchester Board of Selectmen Meeting
following the Laurel Ball. After the Ball, someone will contact you to confirm the specific date
and time of this meeting. Please dress "business casual" and wear your sash (and crown if
applicable).

What are Inv r nsibilitie Laurel Queen/King?

As Laurel Queen and Laurel King, you are an ambassador for our community. The manor in
which the Laurel Queen and King conduct themselves should always be that of respect for each
other, the Laurel City, and its Commission, at all times during his/her reign. Other public
appearances will be scheduled based on your availability.




