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How often, if ever, have you used one of the
following Al Tools?

Secondary
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Secondary

How often, if ever, have you used the following
kinds of Al systems?
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Grades 3-5

Have you ever used Al to assist you with any of the
following?
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Secondary

@ Dynamic Studying & Test Prep

Generating Practice Tests: Many students upload their study guides or
notes to Al to create custom quizzes, mock exams, and FRQs (Free
Response Questions) to test their knowledge before the real deal.
Interactive Study Guides: Using Al to break down complex subjects into
"step-by-step" explanations or "micro-steps" when a concept feels
overwhelming.

"Explain Like I'm..." Remodeling difficult lessons into specific themes, such
as explaining physics through sports analogies or summarizing advanced
books for better comprehension.

Al Podcasts & Audio Learning: Using tools like NotebookLM to turn class
notes into podcasts or audio briefs to listen to while commuting or working
out.

@ Creative & Visual Arts

Al-Generated Storyboards: Creating visual representations of scenes for
English Language Arts (ELA) assignments or movie series projects.
Visualizing the "Impossible": Using image generators (like Canva or
Midjourney) to create art that students feel they couldn't draw by hand,
such as "a unicorn with a mohawk" or custom logos for business projects.
Character Design: Generating physical descriptions of characters from
books to see what they might look like in real life.

Historical Figure Chatbots: Having "conversations" with Al acting as a

How Students are Using Al

#. Writing & Language Support

The "Tip of the Tongue” Helper: Using Al to find a specific word or
synonym when stuck, or to improve the "professionalism” and flow of an
essay.

Language Fluency: Practicing Spanish or Mandarin conversations with a
chatbot to gain confidence without the fear of being judged by a human.
Brainstorming Partner: Generating unique titles for projects, names for
"Shark Tank" products, or creative hooks for speeches.

Feedback Loops: Feeding an essay and a rubric into an Al to get instant
criticism and suggestions for improvement before turning it in.

X Technical & Project Planning

Coding Assistant: Using Al to write or debug code for Arduino projects,
games, or websites when a teacher is unavailable.

Project Roadmaps: Organizing a "High School and Beyond" plan or
creating a detailed 1-week learning schedule for a new hobby.

Science Fair Ideas: Brainstorming unique experiment concepts that have
helped students win competitions.

Formula Breakdown: Using Al to see the logic behind math formulas
rather than just getting the final answer.

Note on Ethics:

A significant number of students mentioned that while Al is “cool” for
brainstorming, it should not replace original work. Many highlighted
the importance of fact-checking, as Al can often provide incorrect
information (like "wrong molar enthalpies” or "hallucinated facts" in
essays).

Summarized by Google Gemini

person from history to understand their perspective.
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Grades 3-5

4 Interactive Science & History

Interviewing the Past: Engaging in "fake interviews" with explorers like
Christopher Columbus or historical figures like Patriots and Loyalists to learn
history through conversation.

Plant Identification: Using Al to recognize class plants or neighborhood flora
and learning specific care instructions for them.

Simulating Disasters: "Experiencing" historical events, such as simulating what it
was like to be at Mt. St. Helens when it erupted.

Exploring the Universe: Asking deep-dive questions about the first atoms in the
universe or the behavior of black holes and dinosaurs.

#. Writing, Poetry & Grammar

Limerick & Poem Coaching: Writing a limerick or a poem about the Edmund
Fitzgerald and using Al to check if it follows the correct rhyme and meter rules.
Story Branching: Creating a "Choose Your Own Adventure" style story where
the Al generates a new chapter every minute based on student decisions.

The "Persuasive Assistant": Using Al to brainstorm arguments for persuasive
letters—including some used to persuade parents to let students do something
new!

Tone & Grammar Polishing: Using tools to fix "speaking class" speeches and
refine the flow of memoirs.

A Note from Students on "Al Fails"

While many students find it cool, several mentioned important lessons in Al Literacy:

A
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The "Environment” Factor: Some students choose not to use Al because of the
high energy and water usage of Al data centers.

Incorrect Rhyming: Students noted that Al sometimes says words don't rhyme
when they actually do.

How Students are Using Al

& Coding, Games & 3D Design

Making Video Games: Using Al to help write code in HTML, C++, or Python to
develop personal games or apps that organize school schedules.

3D Printing Mastery: Learning how to design and optimize 3D-printable
objects, like custom bookmarks.

Robot Control: Using Al to guide and control small robots (like Spheros) during
STEAM class projects.

Removing Backgrounds: Utilizing Al tools to clean up images for Scratch
coding projects.

[&] Creative Visualization

Hybrid Animals: Creating "sick pictures" of non-existent creatures, like a "fire
flabbit" (firefly + rabbit) or unique birds.

Virtual "Look-Alikes": Generating images of what a student might look like
when they grow up or creating Al avatars for digital stickers.

Concept Real Estate: Designing haunted house listings for Halloween,
complete with Al-generated spooky images.

Logo & Brand Design: Making professional-looking logos for mock businesses
or cover art for E-books.

~/ Feedback & Study Habits

The "Snorkl" Coach: Getting real-time, 4/4 rated feedback on science and
math work to understand exactly where a mistake was made.

Summarizing the “Loooong" Stuff: Taking massive articles or long YouTube
videos and turning them into quick, simple overviews when time is short.
Math Strategy: Asking Al to show the steps of a long division problem or a
math equation rather than just providing the answer.

Language Translation: Translating English to Japanese or Korean to help
practice new languages or communicate with others.

Summarized by Google Gemini



secondary \What resources or support would help you feel more
confident about Al in school?

Clear "Rules of the Road"

The Traffic Light System: Many students requested a "Red/Yellow/Green" light guideline
for every single assignment.

o Red: No Al at all (to protect original thinking).

o Yellow: Al for brainstorming or refining grammar only.

o Green: Al encouraged for coding, research, or image generation.
Defined Boundaries: Clear instructions on when a teacher considers Al "help" versus
when they consider it "cheating."
Consistent Policies: Reducing the "gray area" where one teacher allows it and another
fails a student for the same behavior.

= Dedicated Al Literacy & Workshops

Beyond "Seminar Slides": Students are tired of passive slideshows. They want
hands-on workshops led by professionals to learn the "ins and outs" of prompting.
Prompt Engineering Classes: Learning how to treat Al as a "Socratic Tutor" that helps
you solve a problem rather than a machine that just hands out answers.

Identifying Misinformation: Resources that teach students how to fact-check Al
"hallucinations" against trusted sources like .gov or .org websites.

X Better, Safer Tools
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Unblocking Advanced Models: Several students noted that "Free" versions (like legacy
versions of Gemini or ChatGPT) are often less accurate. They requested access to more
powerful, high-reasoning models (like ChatGPT-40 or Claude 3.5) for school work.
Privacy-First Platforms: Confidence would increase if schools provided "Locked" Al
environments where student data isn't harvested or used for training.

Citation & Source Transparency: Students want Al tools that clearly link back to the
exact websites or documents they used to find information so they can verify the
sources.

[Ji Fair Assessment & Anti-Cheating

° Lockdown Browsers: Some students feel more confident knowing
that proctored environments exist during tests, so they don't feel
pressured to compete with others who might be using Al unfairly.

) Process-Based Grading: Shifting focus from the final essay to the
"Draft History." If students can show their work evolving over time, they
feel safer from false accusations of Al use.

° Human-in-the-Loop: A strong desire for Al to remain an "Assistant" or
"Coach" (like the feedback in Snorkl or Brisk) rather than a
replacement for teacher-student interaction.

& Environmental & Ethical Transparency

° Impact Reports: For students who have moral objections, they want to
see data on the environmental cost (water and energy use) of the Al
tools the school chooses.

) Ethical Discussions: Dedicated time to discuss the impact of Al on
human creativity, the economy, and artists.

The "Strict" View

° "Banning it entirely" to protect the environment and critical
thinking.

. "Unblocking everything" because it's a tool they will use in future
careers.

° Seeing Al as a "plagiarism machine."

The "Collaborative" View

. Seeing Al as a "study partner" that explains things when a teacher is
busy.

° Using Paper and Pencil to ensure authentic learning.

° Using Al Tutors to get personalized, 24/7 help on homework.

Summarized by Google Gemini



Secondary

X Educational & Study Tools

£
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Snorkl: This is one of the most frequently mentioned tools. Students
use it for science projects, language practice (French and Spanish),
and receiving "Al coaching" or feedback on assignments.

Brisk (Brisk Teaching): Students use this tool primarily for study
notes, preparing for tests, and receiving feedback on writing
assignments.

Magic School Al: Mentioned as a resource teachers use to help
explain materials more clearly or to generate interactive lessons.
NotebookLM: Specifically cited for its ability to turn notes into study
guides, "podcasts," and interactive quizzes.

Edpuzzle & Curipod: Used for interactive class assignments and
games that integrate learning with Al-driven feedback.

Khan Academy: Mentioned as a human-alternative resource for
walking students through math concepts.

General Purpose Al & Research

ChatGPT: Frequently used for brainstorming, walking through
homework units, and research. Some students specifically mentioned
using it to generate "manga" or summer projects.

Gemini (Google Al): Used for creating practice tests, summarizing
articles, and getting quick overviews of complex topics.

Claude: Mentioned as a preferred tool for research and complex
questions (one student noted it was "10x better" than others).

Grok: Used by at least one student to help modify and fix grammar
issues in a speech for class.

Copilot (Microsoft): Mentioned in the context of research, "haunted
house" projects, and general assistance.

A
] NORTHVILLE
N ,

Mentions of Tool Usage

&® Creative & Design Tools

Canva Al: Widely used for
generating images for
slideshows, creating "digital
stickers," and designing logos
for business classes.
Scratch: Mentioned in
conjunction with Al for
removing backgrounds in
student-made coding
games.

Sphero: Used in STEAM
classes where students use
Al and coding to control
physical robots.

7] Al Tool Recognition &

Usage Counts

ChatGPT (17)
Snorkl (9)

Gemini (Google) (8)
Brisk Teaching (5)
Canva (5)
Grammarly (4)
Edpuzzle (3)
Copilot (Microsoft) (3)
NotebookLM (3)
Pear Deck (2)
Magic School Al (2)
Khan Academy (2)
Claude (2)

AP Al (1)

Chatbox (1)
StealthGPT (1)
Google Gems (1)
NewsELA (1)



