
In Person Venue: Southglenn Library, 6972 S Vine St., Centennial CO 80122 

Board Members Present: Doug Hanley, Carolena Steen, Megan Coggins,  
Rebecca Carpenter, Sonjia Hunt (virtual), Mylynda Herrick, Steven Ramirez 

Board Members Absent: 

Staff Present: Ann Symalla, Wendy Dunaway, Judy Stirman, Lori Kochevar, 
Robin Singer, Celina Ulibarri (virtual), Tara Butler (virtual), Annie Haskins  

Staff Absent: Carrie Foster, Margarita Colindres, Callie Miller 

Others present: Jason Langberg, Assistant Attorney General; Barb Taylor, Special 
Education Director for various facilities (virtual); Elle Phelps, Willow Academy; Robyn 
Ledebuhr, Havern Autism Program (virtual); Ivanna Baniel, Willow Academy;  Sierra Jones, 
Willow Academy; Gabriela Jimenez, Austin Centers (virtual); Becky Mershon, TACT (virtual); 
Casey Daly, Serenity (virtual); Garen Austin, Austin Centers (virtual); Quixie Smith. Co-
Owner, Catalyst Education Design Consultants (virtual), 

Meeting Commencement: Co-Chair Steen called the meeting to order. 

Approval of Minutes for February 13, 2026: 
Co-Chair Steen entertains a motion to accept the Board Minutes, and Board member 
Carpenter seconds. The Board unanimously approves the minutes.   

Approval of the March 12, 2026, agenda: 
Co-Chair Steen entertains a motion to accept the agenda. A motion was made by Board 
Member Coggins, seconded by Board Member Herrick, to approve the March 12, 2026, 
agenda. The Board unanimously approved the agenda. 

Public Comment -Board heard public comments: 
• Jessica Vestal, mother of a student at Willow Academy
• Abriela Olguin, licensed social worker, previously employed at ACES
• Parent of a student at a facility school

Presentation-Willow Academy-New Specialized Day School-Action Item-Board Vote 
Potential new Specialized Day School (SDS) site. Located in the Peabody Elementary 
School in Littleton. Works with students ages 5-21 with intensive needs. Works with 
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students who have autism and other developmental disabilities. Offers a low student-to-
staff ratio. Many students use AAC communication or emerging vocal communication. 
Provides a multidisciplinary approach.  

Co-chair Steen entertains the motion for next steps. Board member Coggins made a 
motion to conditionally approve Willow Academy as a Specialized Day School subject to 
the applicant providing the following additional information:  

• Financial agreement between LPS and Willow regarding the tuition cost rate and 
contract for staff, etc. - as well as how that might look if Willow accepts students 
from other school districts 

• Student - Teacher ratio and updated Teacher info including license and status, 
timeline, grades covered, etc. 

• Restraint and Seclusion reporting form 
• Class schedule for all levels/Yearly calendar start and end dates - Age range 

correction in document 
• Removal of "human services" in transportation section, and/or explanation about 

responsibility for transportation in the policies and procedures 
• Explanation regarding community-based supports and 'co-treating' in relation to the 

school, which does not provide 'treatment' - can include therapies as part of related 
services noted in the IEP 

Co-chair Ramirez seconds the motion. Unanimously conditionally approved.  

Introduction-TACT Carbondale-New Specialized Day School (Virtual)-Potential new SDS 
site. Partnering with Ascendigo to pilot a satellite model. Working with the Roaring Fork 
School District. Located in Carbondale.  

Introduction-Serenity Education-Requesting move from Day treatment to Specialized 
Day School.  

Update Legal and Policy Issues-Jason Langberg 
• Settlement agreement with Disability Law CO regarding students with disabilities in 

facility schools 
• Coalition letter of concern about students with disabilities in facility schools 
• ACES corrective action plan regarding use of restraint 
• Budget cuts 
• Ongoing disagreement between school districts and facilities regarding 

responsibility for educational costs 
• Inquiry about facility schools’ compliance with civil rights laws 

Board Corner: Tara Butler 



• Board member Hunt-April -PRN 
• Board member Carpenter-May-Elevation 
• Board Member- Coggins-Handprints 

Accreditation-Reports and Rubrics-Discussion/Updates-Wendy Dunaway 
• Sample shared of the Approved Facility School Accreditation Data Report 
• Current school completed Brief Description  

Interview #1-State Placing Agency Seat- 

Interview #2-State Placing Agency Seat- 
A motion was made by Board Member Herrick and seconded by Board Member Coggins to 
recommend Rebecca Carpenter to the State Board of Education, as the representative for 
state placing agencies on the Facility Schools Board. The vote was unanimous. Rebecca 
Carpenter abstained from the vote.  

Interview #3-County Placing Agency Seat- 
A motion was made by Board Member Herrick and seconded by Board Member Coggins to 
recommend Margo Valaika to the State Board of Education, as the representative for 
county placing agencies on the Facility Schools Board. The vote was unanimous.  

Today’s Work and the Board’s Strategic Goals-Megan Coggins, Mylynda Herrick 
• The Board heard 3 public comments today – Goals 2 and 3. 

Dialogue Topics: What does renewal of Authorization mean? How? What? When? Should 
assurances be in the accreditation contracts? -Board 

• Tabled until April 9, 2026, Board Meeting 
• Discussion about finalization of the budget for next year 
• Potentially six new schools opening by August 
• The budget discussed will be tabled until May when we have additional information 

Team Updates: 

Judy Stirman 
• Rules for restraint and seclusion passed yesterday. Budget is the big topic 
• The PERA Bill - HB26-1146 passed third and second reading 

Wendy Dunaway 
• Two new schools are coming to the board next month for approval, and one more in 

May. Several others are pending 
• Suggestion that approvals only occur two times a year 



Robin/Ann 
• Two schools were monitored, and had no compliance issues 
• Gathering data, collaborating closely with the Attorney General’s Office 
• Ann and Annie offered a training session on Project Education and transition 

requirements 

Annie 
• Very busy preparing for State assessments 

Lori 
• Working on calendars, due by the end of March 
• Renewing contracts 
• Preparing tuition cost paperwork for EDAC 

 

April and May meetings will be in person at Shiloh House Family Resource Pavilion. 

The June meeting will be at 201 Colfax, CDE building 

Motion made by Board Member Ramirez to adjourn, seconded by Board Member Coggins.  

Adjournment of Meeting  Co-Chair Ramirez adjourns the meeting at 2:27pm  
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