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Highland Park High School 

Special Programs 

Transition Services 

College/Transition Packet 

 
Highland Park High School Counseling Department 

https://hs.hpisd.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=952595&type=d&pREC_ID=

1278722 

1. Counseling website provides: 

i. Counseling Department Directory 

ii. Transcripts 

iii. Academic Planning Guide 

iv. Preparing for College/Naviance 

 

HPISD Transition Webpage 
https://www.hpisd.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=949471&type=d&pREC_I

D=1276721 

Transition Webpage provides: 

1.  College Packet 

2. College opportunities for individuals with a disability 

3. Comparison chart between College and HS 

4. Transition Service Packet 

5.  Calendar of Events 

6. Other transition-related information 

 

HPISD Transition Specialist – Tyson Peterson  peterst@hpisd.org   

214-780-3793 

 Mr. Peterson can help with planning for life after high school and discuss 

options that are available for students with disabilities.  

http://hs.hpisd.org/Departments/Counseling.aspx
http://hs.hpisd.org/Departments/Counseling.aspx
https://www.hpisd.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=949471&type=d&pREC_ID=1276721
https://www.hpisd.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=949471&type=d&pREC_ID=1276721
mailto:peterst@hpisd.org
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College Entrance Exams 
1. SAT (also applies to AP Exams) 

1. All information is provided on the College Board website 

i.  https://www.collegeboard.org/students-with-disabilities 

ii. Students must apply for accommodation (not school staff) 

iii.  Accommodation process can take up to 3-6 weeks 

iv. Documentation will be required after applying on College 

Board 

2. Typical Accommodations 

i. Extended time 

ii. Computer use for essays 

iii. Extra and extended breaks 

iv. Reading and seeing accommodations 

2. ACT 

1. All information on ACT website 

i. http://www.actstudent.org/regist/disab/ 

2. Still need to apply even if you did at College Board 

3. Students must apply for accommodation (not school staff) 

4. Documentation will be required after application 

5. Typical Accommodations 

i. Standard time with breaks 

ii. Extended time (50% more time) 

iii. Special testing (small group, multiple days, one-on-one) 

3. Kandi Tanner – HPHS Testing Accommodation Coordinator 

1. tannerk@hpisd.org – 214-780-3753 

 

Disability Services 
Every college will have a disability service office that provides assistance for 

students with disabilities. They will help students with advocacy skills, academic 

support, accommodations, and campus accessibility. It is very important to talk to 

the disability services before you complete your application and to visit the office 

when you visit colleges.  

https://www.collegeboard.org/students-with-disabilities
https://www.collegeboard.org/students-with-disabilities
http://www.actstudent.org/regist/disab/
http://www.actstudent.org/regist/disab/
mailto:tannerk@hpisd.org
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College Accommodations 
All colleges will need documentations from your high school to receive 

accommodations at their college. Contact the school's Disability Service Office to 

find out more information on how to apply for college accommodations. Contact 

Tyson Peterson, HPHS Transition Specialist peterst@hpisd.org, if you need 

assistance with contacting any colleges about disability services and 

accommodations. 

College Disability Services Websites 
1. GWU – Typical Accommodations offered at colleges 

1. http://heath.gwu.edu/accommodations 

2. Southern Methodist University 

1. http://www.smu.edu/Provost/ALEC/DASS 

3. University of Texas 

1. http://ddce.utexas.edu/disability/accommodations-and-services/ 

4. Texas Tech University 

1. http://www.depts.ttu.edu/sds/ 

5. University of North Texas 

1. http://disability.unt.edu/services/request 

6. Texas A&M University 

1. http://disability.tamu.edu/requestingaccommodations 

7. Texas Christian University 

1. http://www.acs.tcu.edu/disability_services.asp 

8. University of Texas Arlington 

1. https://www.uta.edu/disability/ 

9. University of Texas Dallas 

1. http://www.utdallas.edu/studentaccess/ 

10. Baylor University 

1. http://www.baylor.edu/oala/ 

11. University of Oklahoma 

1. http://www.ou.edu/drc.html 

12. Oklahoma State University 

1. http://sds.okstate.edu/ 

13. University of Arkansas 

1. http://cea.uark.edu/ 

mailto:peterst@hpisd.org
http://heath.gwu.edu/accommodations
http://www.smu.edu/Provost/ALEC/DASS
http://ddce.utexas.edu/disability/accommodations-and-services/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/sds/
http://disability.unt.edu/services/request
http://disability.tamu.edu/requestingaccommodations
http://www.acs.tcu.edu/disability_services.asp
https://www.uta.edu/disability/
http://www.utdallas.edu/studentaccess/
http://www.baylor.edu/oala/
http://www.ou.edu/drc.html
http://sds.okstate.edu/
http://cea.uark.edu/


4 
 

14. Louisiana State University 

1. http://students.lsu.edu/disability 

15. Dallas County Community College District Accommodations 

1. http://www.dcccd.edu/SS/OnCampus/DisSvs/AccomRequests/Pages/d

efault.aspx 

16. Collin County Community College 

1. https://www.collin.edu/studentresources/disabilityservices/ 

 

 

Differences between High School and College 

High School College 

The applicable law is the Individuals with 

Disabilities Education Act or IDEA 

The applicable law is the Americans with 

Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 and 508 

of the Rehabilitation Act 

IDEA is about success The ADA is about access 

Fundamental modifications of programs and 

curricula are required 

No fundamental modifications are required - only 

accommodations 

Education is a right and must be provided in an 

appropriate environment to all individuals 

Education is not a right - students must meet 

certain admission criteria 

The school district is responsible for identifying a 

student's disability 

Students must self-identify 

The school district develops Individualized 

Education Plans (IEPs) to define educational 

services 

Student must identify needs and request services - 

no IEP exists and is not considered sufficient 

documentation 

The school district provides free evaluations The student must obtain evaluations at his/her own 

expense 

Student is supported by parents and teachers Student is responsible for seeking assistance from 

the Disability Services Office 

Primary responsibility for arranging modifications 

belongs to the school 

Primary responsibility for self-advocacy and 

arranging accommodations belongs to the student 

Personal services for medical and physical 

disabilities are required (i.e., Personal Care 

Attendant) 

No personal services are required - however, the 

Disability Services Office may assist the student in 

advertising for such services 

http://students.lsu.edu/disability
http://www.dcccd.edu/SS/OnCampus/DisSvs/AccomRequests/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.dcccd.edu/SS/OnCampus/DisSvs/AccomRequests/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.collin.edu/studentresources/disabilityservices/
https://www.collin.edu/studentresources/disabilityservices/
https://www.collin.edu/studentresources/disabilityservices/
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Parent has access to student records and can 

participate in the IEP process 

Parent does not have access to student records 

without student's written consent 

Parent advocates for student Student must advocate for self 

Classes meet daily Classes meet 1, 2, or 3 times a week 

Classes are generally held in the same building Classes are held in many different sites on campus 

The average length of a class is 35-45 minutes Classes vary in length from 50 min to 3 hours 

Daily contact with teachers Classes meet less frequently which will impact on 

access to instructors and assistance 

The student needs the parent's permission in most 

instances 

The student is an adult and parent permission is 

not required 

Guidance counselors or other staff schedule 

support services for students 

The student must make arrangements for support 

services 

A main office exists as the center of activity for 

the building 

The student is responsible for knowing where to 

go to obtain information and assistance 

Classes consist of about 30 students Classes consist of about 100 students 

Teachers often take time to remind you of 

assignments and due dates 

Professors expect you to read, save and consult the 

course syllabus (outline); this tells the student 

exactly what is expected of him/her, when it is due 

and how it will be graded 

High school is paid for by tax dollars that go to 

the school district 

The student is responsible for applying for 

financial aid or arranging some type of payment 

 

College Admission 
1. Apply Texas 

1. Application process for most schools in Texas 

i. www.applytexas.org 

2. Going To College 

1. http://www.going-to-college.org/planning/applying.html 

i. Topics on Website 

1. Application Overview 

2. The Essay 

3. Letters of Recommendation 

http://www.applytexas.org/
http://www.going-to-college.org/planning/applying.html
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3. Naviance 

1. https://connection.naviance.com/family-

connection/auth/login/?hsid=hphs-tx 

2. Naviance is the main system HPHS uses to organize your college 

information 

i. College Lookup, College Compare, College Search, Career 

Interest Survey, Personality Test, ACT/SAT scores, Letter of 

Recommendations etc. 

ii. Contact your counselor to get set up and learn how to use 

Naviance 

4. Common Application 

1.  www.commonapp.org 

i. Some colleges will require you to use Common Application. 

 

College Resources 
1. College For All Texans 

a. http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/index.cfm?objectid=63191384-

AA4B-80EB-1DE27FED58BF444D 

b. Financial Aid information 

2. Going To College 

a. http://www.going-to-college.org/ 

3. My Future 

a.  http://www.myfuture.com/ 

4. O-Net Online 

a. https://www.onetonline.org/ 

b. Career Assessment and occupation search engine. 

5. 2016 Higher Education Resource Guide (Texas Council for 

Developmental Disabilities) 

a. http://www.tcdd.texas.gov/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Higher-

Education-Resource-Guide-English.pdf 

i. List to Disability Services at Texas Colleges and Universities 

on pages 17-22 

6. The College Solution 

https://connection.naviance.com/family-connection/auth/login/?hsid=hphs-tx
https://connection.naviance.com/family-connection/auth/login/?hsid=hphs-tx
http://www.commonapp.org/
http://www.commonapp.org/
http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/index.cfm?objectid=63191384-AA4B-80EB-1DE27FED58BF444D
http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/index.cfm?objectid=63191384-AA4B-80EB-1DE27FED58BF444D
http://www.going-to-college.org/
http://www.myfuture.com/
http://www.myfuture.com/
https://www.onetonline.org/
http://www.tcdd.texas.gov/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Higher-Education-Resource-Guide-English.pdf
http://www.tcdd.texas.gov/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Higher-Education-Resource-Guide-English.pdf
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a. 12 Questions to Ask About a College’s Disability Service 

i. http://www.thecollegesolution.com/12-questions-to-ask-about-

a-colleges-disability-services/ 

7. Education Quest Foundation 

a. Questions to ask the disability services coordinator 

i. https://www.educationquest.org/11th-12th-grade-

students/information-for-students-with-disabilities/swd-

questions-to-ask/ 

  

For more information, please contact Tyson Peterson, Transition Specialist: 

peterst@hpisd.org, 214-780-3793. 

Check out HPISD Transition webpage:  

https://www.hpisd.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=949471&type=d&pREC_I

D=1276721  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HPISD is not endorsing the programs or information that will be shared. I am sharing the 

information as a courtesy.  

 

http://www.thecollegesolution.com/12-questions-to-ask-about-a-colleges-disability-services/
http://www.thecollegesolution.com/12-questions-to-ask-about-a-colleges-disability-services/
https://www.educationquest.org/11th-12th-grade-students/information-for-students-with-disabilities/swd-questions-to-ask/
https://www.educationquest.org/11th-12th-grade-students/information-for-students-with-disabilities/swd-questions-to-ask/
https://www.educationquest.org/11th-12th-grade-students/information-for-students-with-disabilities/swd-questions-to-ask/
https://www.educationquest.org/11th-12th-grade-students/information-for-students-with-disabilities/swd-questions-to-ask/
mailto:peterst@hpisd.org
http://www.hpisd.org/Departments/SpecialProgramsSpecialEducation/Transitions.aspx
http://www.hpisd.org/Departments/SpecialProgramsSpecialEducation/Transitions.aspx
https://www.hpisd.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=949471&type=d&pREC_ID=1276721
https://www.hpisd.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=949471&type=d&pREC_ID=1276721

