Summer Reading- UpComing 6th graders
A Long Walk to Water By Linda Sue Park

When you finish reading A Long Walk to Water you will have three journal
prompts to respond to and an assignment to complete.

#1- The author tells the story of two people whose lives eventually intersect in
this novel. Which of the two do you feel is the more important character? Explain.

#2- What do you feel is the biggest obstacle Salva had to overcome? Support
your answer with details from the story.

#3- Salva’s organization drills wells for people all over southern Sudan, even if
they, like Nya's village, are from a different tribe than his own. What does this tell
you about Salva's character? What lessons can be learned from Salva’s choice
to help others, even those who could be considered an “enemy”?

Choose ONE of the following activities to complete.

Create a newspaper about the events in the novel. The newspaper can include a main article
(summary of the novel), a human interest story (a character sketch of one of the characters and his/her
role in the story), an advice column (what advice would one of the characters ask for and what would
the student tell him/her?) and advertisements (what products might characters in the story need or

want?).

Write a letter to the author of the book. What would you like to tell her? Did you enjoy the book?
Why or why not? What would you like to know that the book didn’t quite tell you? Would you like
to read more about the characters?

Create an ABC book about the novel. For each letter of the alphabet, come up with a person, place,

event, etc. and explain how he/she/it is important in the novel. Draw a picture to go with each letter
as well.

Create a talk show featuring characters from the story. Students can take the roles of the various char-
acters and get “interviewed” by the talk show host about the events of the story and how they felt
about the outcome.




