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About the department…

In all 31 K-12 
Buildings

Masters in Library
Science/

Information

ND Certified
(Media Specialist)

We support 
ALL 

of our 
diverse learners 

grades Y5-12

Print books 
Digital books 

Research 
databases
Streaming 

videos



Stud ents

○ Instruction
○ Book checkout
○ Tech support
○ Test prep
○ Safe spaces
○ A2V space
○ Club advisory
○ Homework help 500 average per HS (comp)

50 average per HS (alt)
200 average per MS
125 average per ES

We directly 
support 

≈6,000 
students 
per day

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1KA_zZylxh1HB7J_3X3Tu9RejbrAoMdkAetOT-AnY4QU/preview
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1KA_zZylxh1HB7J_3X3Tu9RejbrAoMdkAetOT-AnY4QU/preview


Librarians

○ Diversity Audits
○ Collection 

Development
○ Cataloging
○ Shelf-Service
○ Purchasing
○ Teacher support/

co-teaching
○ Common Sense Educators
○ Conference presenters
○ SL21 Certification



2025-28 SL 21 Certification
Our librarians have shown a 

strong commitment to 
information literacy and 
student achievement by 

focusing on these key areas:
● Teaching for 21st Century 

Learning
● Building the 21st Century 

Learning Environment
● Leading the Way to 21st 

Century Learning

28 AAPS libraries are certified 
School Libraries of 

the 21st Century 



Programs: Instruction

○ Literacy
○ Research
○ Digital skills
○ Digital 

Citizenship
○ Information

Literacy
○ Keyboarding

Standards:

HS Library 
Resource 
Website
Example

https://www.commonsense.org/education/digital-citizenship
https://standards.aasl.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/AASL-Standards-Framework-for-Learners-pamphlet.pdf
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vQdGPFdPdWsaO4-vNqBkGuLBXHVpiBcO0cD8sHJByb9ncK9pqFodhLotvA7t3zkIvjPl0C3sSN3vnXs/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://skyline.a2schools.org/library
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1oChF760fAFYUmHjRLNtfOdFCUIDcyss8a2qHVNrdZ4Y/preview?slide=id.g928b6599a0_2_0


In addition to 
traditional library 
tools, we provide 
instruction and 
support (for 
students AND staff) 
on digital resources 
that deliver 
district-wide 
curricular content.

Programs: Digital Resource Support
25-26 AAPS Digital Ecosystem Tools 

to Support Teaching-Learning 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1e2DGNWGMgWY09yWnOpnIJJvajnUJ-zf98IWjqhxSG1E/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1e2DGNWGMgWY09yWnOpnIJJvajnUJ-zf98IWjqhxSG1E/edit?gid=0#gid=0


Programs: AI Literacy
AI Literacy encompasses an understanding of how AI works, using AI responsibly, 
recognizing its social and ethical impacts, understanding AI’s potential benefits and 
risks, and knowing how to mitigate the risks. 

AI Literacy instruction does NOT include using AI tools.
Elementary students are NOT being taught HOW TO USE AI.

Elementary students do NOT have access to AI tools on their district 
devices.

AAPS Acceptable RESPONSIBLE Use Policy

Increasing Student Digital Readiness

Research 
Skills

Media 
Literacy

Digital 
Literacy

AI 
Literacy

Literacy 
Skills
Print & 
Digital

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/16AFoVOpJTAFzb6MxMJzE_nSDmXszBsRRBTupLUpc-yY/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/16AFoVOpJTAFzb6MxMJzE_nSDmXszBsRRBTupLUpc-yY/edit?gid=0#gid=0


Programs: AI Literacy in Elementary
AI Literacy includes five library lessons at the elementary level. These lessons were 
created by librarians in our department last summer and modeled after the 
Common Sense Media AI literacy lessons for secondary students.   

What is AI?

AI Chatbots: What is behind the screen?

AI Chatbots and Friendships

Artificial Intelligence - Is it Plagiarism?

Environmental Impact of AI

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/16AFoVOpJTAFzb6MxMJzE_nSDmXszBsRRBTupLUpc-yY/edit?gid=0#gid=0


Read our 
department 
newsletter

AADL Library Card Drives and Spring AADL visits
Cultural Heritage Month Activities/Displays
Book Bowl/March Madness Competitions
Great Lakes Great Books Competition
Vegetable Growing Towers
Community Partnerships
Book Drives/Giveaways
March is Reading Month
LWV Voter Registration
Family Reading Nights
Seed Libraries
Author Visits
Book Clubs
Storywalks
Project Lit

Programs: Special Events/Activities

Links to previous newsletters

https://www.smore.com/uqy3s-aaps-library-services-department
https://www.smore.com/uqy3s-aaps-library-services-department
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jQUTjFk3qdloqdlqqiSecpo03kOgnQj-3lHHMU24uLk/preview


Clague students volunteer in the King library

Programs: Community Partnerships 

Local artist, Lyn Wood, worked with Scarlett Library 
Ambassadors to create a one of a kind library mural 
representing the community



○ Book Fairs
○ Grants
○ In the news
○ MASL/ALA 

members 
○ FAAPSL

Programs: Fundraising and Advocacy

Laurel Maguire- Slauson Carolyn Hill- Skyline

Librarians have raised over 

per year 
to supplement our budgets

Jennifer Colby- Sec. Dept Chair

$25,000

https://annarborfamily.com/feature/teaching-media-literacy-to-kids/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lHTc_hQKrcjLqR5FcAiIs51EcBfcDfwv/view?usp=sharing
https://www.michigandaily.com/news/ann-arbor/friends-of-the-aaps-library-receives-15000-grant-for-audiobooks/


The mission of the FAAPSL includes:
● Providing volunteer services for the libraries
● Raising money for needs not normally covered in the library 

department’s operating budget
● Advocating for the Library at the local and state levels

FAAPSL received a $15,000 
Knight Foundation Grant to purchase audiobooks in Sora 

They also pay for some training/resources and hold book covering parties.

https://faapsl.org/


Resources: Print + digital = EQUITY

○ Follett Destiny
○ Sora
○ MyVideoSpot
○ PebbleGo/Next
○ Gale Databases
○ MeL Databases



Follett Destiny: Print Books

216,520
Checkouts district-wide

(August 2025 through April 21, 2026)



Why Sora? 
It’s our district-wid e digital library

● Patrons can find books at their reading level and in 
multiple languages

● Availability of high-quality ebook, audiobook, and 
read-along formats

● 24/7 access all year long

● Connects to public library’s digital collection

● Promotes reading via achievement badges

● Develops digital reading skills to prepare for online 
testing
○ Onscreen reading
○ Notes and highlights
○ Define words



2025-26 Statistics

Ebooks and 
audiobooks checked 

out district-wide
(August 2025 through April 20, 2026)

112,377

Collection breakdown:
Ebooks Audiobooks
5,328 titles 943 titles
130,253 copies 6,869 copies



2025-26 Statistics

Total hours read 
district-wide

(August 2025 through April 20, 2026) 

52,135



8/23-3/24

Sora TOP USER
22-23

Since Fall 2020

919,039
 ALL-TIME 

Checkouts!
AAPS is nearing 500,000 

check-outs using the Sora 
reading app

(As of 6:36 pm April 20, 2026) 
Usage Dashboard

https://news.a2schools.org/aaps-is-nearing-500000-check-outs-using-the-sora-reading-app-an-achievement-shared-by-only-61-school-districts-in-the-u-s/
https://news.a2schools.org/aaps-is-nearing-500000-check-outs-using-the-sora-reading-app-an-achievement-shared-by-only-61-school-districts-in-the-u-s/
https://news.a2schools.org/aaps-is-nearing-500000-check-outs-using-the-sora-reading-app-an-achievement-shared-by-only-61-school-districts-in-the-u-s/
https://news.a2schools.org/aaps-is-nearing-500000-check-outs-using-the-sora-reading-app-an-achievement-shared-by-only-61-school-districts-in-the-u-s/
https://insights.overdrive.com/dashboards/e5c3d937f0114431b65d7c31bd617746


Investing in School Libraries and Librarians to Improve 
Literacy Outcomes:  (link to brief)

“More than 50 years of research across more than 60 
studies show that students with access to 
well-resourced school libraries with certified 
librarians consistently perform better academically 
and score higher on standardized assessments.”

Impact of school librarians on elementary student 
achievement in reading and mathematics: A propensity 
score analysis (2023) (link to study)

“Students with a full-time school librarian score 
significantly higher on reading and math than 
similar students who do not.”

Research supports school library programs 

Michigan Association of School Librarians
www.mimasl.org

https://www.americanprogress.org/article/investing-in-school-libraries-and-librarians-to-improve-literacy-outcomes/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0740818823000282
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/investing-in-school-libraries-and-librarians-to-improve-literacy-outcomes/


School librarians as literacy leaders

This International Literacy 
Association brief on maximizing the 

power and partnership of school 
librarians explains that having school 

librarians as collaborators, 
advocates for literacy equity, and as 
providers of access improve student 

literacy outcomes. 

Michigan Association of School Librarians
www.mimasl.org

https://www.literacyworldwide.org/docs/default-source/where-we-stand/the-essential-leadership-of-school-librarians.pdf


School librarians prepare 
students for life after AAPS

Michigan Association of School Librarians
www.mimasl.org

Valenza, J. K., Dalal, H., Mohamad, G., Boyer, B., Berg, C., Charles, L. H., Bushby, R., Dempsey, M., Dalrymple, J., & Dziedzic-Elliott, E. (2022). 
"First years' information literacy backpacks: What's already packed or not packed?" The Journal of Academic Librarianship, 48(4), 102566. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.acalib.2022.102566

“First years' information literacy backpacks: 
What's already packed or not packed?” 

This 2022 study from the Journal of 
Academic Librarianship shows that 
students coming from high schools with 
high school librarians feel better prepared 
for academic research.

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.acalib.2022.102566


School libraries are safe spaces for students

https://hrc-prod-requests.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Youth-Report-Librarians-Media-FNL.pdf

Michigan Association of School Librarians
www.mimasl.org

https://hrc-prod-requests.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/Youth-Report-Librarians-Media-FNL.pdf


Happy

from our district 
Librarians!

“School librarians are a guiding light. They’re mentors, advocates, and researchers that help 
students spark their infinite imagination. To every librarian in Michigan, thank you for keeping our 

state curious and inspired.” – Governor Gretchen Whitmer April 2026


