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The Transformation of Human Knowledge

In today’s world, technology is constantly evolving and changing the way mankind
processes information. From the invention of the printing press to the rise of the internet,
technological advancements have consistently reshaped how humans access knowledge and
engage with the world. Recently, artificial intelligence has become the newest and most
powerful advancement, offering endless information in seconds and creating solutions to
seemingly impossible challenges. This reality is highlighted in Pope Leo’s warning that humans
can often be tempted to gain knowledge without “undertaking the toil of engagement, research,
and personal responsibility”. At first glance, Al fulfills this temptation and allows individuals to
bypass struggle entirely. However, the use of artificial intelligence has the potential to change
the way humans learn, think, and create, leading to a more efficient system that still relies on

critical thinking, ethical responsibility, and the enduring strength of the human spirit.

Although Al offers efficiency, when used improperly, it can reduce the need for struggle
and effort. Students rely on Al to complete assignments without fully understanding the material
they are being taught. Pressed for time, or just lacking motivation, they turn to Al for quick
answers. Instant responses replace critical thinking and deep research. Struggle, or trial and
error, is essential for building the necessary problem-solving skills that enrich a person’s mind.
A lack of effort produces results that are shallow, temporary, and hold no true weight. As Pope
Leo mentions, Al fulfills the temptation to gain knowledge without “toil”. He warns that it creates
an overreliance on Al, which risks weakening intellectual growth and appreciation for hard work.
While this can be true, when used properly, it can transform how humans interact with the world

around them.



Rather than removing struggle, Al shifts the nature of human effort towards more
complex forms of thinking. Users must learn how to properly prompt Al platforms and ask
effective questions. When one does this, Al then assists research, but humans still must
interpret and apply the information it gives. Creative work becomes more about refining and
guiding ideas than creating them altogether. Effort for knowledge becomes more strategic and
analytic rather than repetitive. Al can expedite the process, allowing for more time to delve
deeper into research. Trial and error still exists, but in a different form. Al changes the way we
engage with knowledge, but doesn’t destroy the fundamental pillars of critical thinking and

human trial and error.

The rise of Al makes personal responsibility and ethical decision-making more important
than ever. Humans must make the important choice of when Al use is appropriate in school or
at work. Additionally, they must fact-check information to ensure its accuracy. Al does not
remove the responsibility but rather requires people to be more aware and disciplined. True
‘engagement” now includes ethical use of powerful tools. It is up to individuals to utilize the
resources at their disposal properly, which only increases personal responsibility. Responsibility

becomes a defining part of modern intelligence and will only continue to increase in importance.

Despite Al's growing capabilities, human creativity, emotion, and perseverance remain
essential and irreplaceable. Al can mimic art or writing, it lacks lived experience, emotional
depth, and genuine understanding. Human achievements gain their meaning through the
struggle and growth encompassed in them. The “human spirit” is defined by overcoming
challenges, not avoiding them. Society must continue to value authentic effort and originality.

Al highlights but does not replace the importance of human uniqueness.

Ultimately, artificial intelligence does not eliminate the need for struggle; it challenges
humanity to redefine it. While it presents an opportunity to bypass temptation, it offers an

opportunity to elevate the way humans think, create, and engage with the world. The



responsibility lies not in the technology itself, but in how it is used. By embracing Al as a tool
rather than a replacement, society can preserve the value of hard work while advancing human

potential. In doing so, the triumph of the human spirit remains not only relevant but essential.



