
Mesa Prieta Petroglyph Project
Summer Youth Intern Program

June 8 – 19th, 2026
Applications Deadline May 18th, 2026

Are you interested in archaeology, anthropology, exploring 
the outdoors, petroglyphs and the cultural landscapes of 

New Mexico?

The Mesa Prieta Petroglyph Project is accepting 
applications for our 24th annual Summer Youth Intern 
Program. You'll learn skills in archaeology, cultural 
anthropology, and STEM while working with professional 
scientists recording the petroglyphs on Mesa Prieta!

Our organization has committed to recording all 
archaeological features on the mesa, including over 
100,000 petroglyphs made by the Indigenous peoples of the 
area. As an intern, you'll help document these features and 
petroglyphs while learning skills which include:

• Photography and 3D modeling
• Scientific drawing, data recording, and analysis
• Critical Thinking
• Navigation using a map, compass
• GIS mapping and GPS recording
• Cultural Anthropology and landscape history
• Lab analysis and poster presentation

After completing the two-week program, interns may be eligible to receive 
dual credit and to receive a financial stipend.

• Workdays at the site near Velarde, NM are Monday – Friday 
from 7:30am - 2:00pm and Saturday 10:00am-2:00pm.

• Submissions must include an essay from the applicant and a 
completed Teacher/Counselor Form. Incomplete 
applications will not be considered.

• For more information and to download application and form 
visit www.mesaprietapetroglyphs.org or call 505-852-1351.

Applicant must be 13 - 18 
years old, enrolled in 

school, drug and alcohol 
free and in good physical 

condition.

The Los Alamos Public Schools neither endorses nor sponsors the organization or activity promoted in this document. 
The distribution of this material is provided on an equal basis as a community service.

http://www.mesaprietapetroglyphs.org/


Mesa Prieta Petroglyph Project
Summer Youth Intern Archaeology Program

Program Dates: June 8 - 19, 2026
APPLICATION MUST BE RECEIVED BY MAY18, 2026 TO QUALIFY

For questions and assistance contact us at (505)852-1351 or education@mesaprietapetroglyphs.org

If you are in grades 9-12 you are eligible for dual credit check this box if you would like to apply.

Section to be completed by youth applicant

Name:___________________________________ ________________________________________
First Last

Address _________________________________ _______________________ _______ _________
Street # or P.O. Box City State Zip Code

Home phone Youth cell phone Parent/Guardian cell phone

Age as of June 8, 2026 _______ Grade as of September 1, 2025___________

School____________________________________________________________

Mother's name_______________________ Wk/Daytime phone______________

Father's name ________________________Wk/Daytime phone______________

Other contact (optional) ________________________ phone_______________

*Please note that communication generally will be by email*

Demographic affiliation
(Select all that applies for grant
application purposes)
Native American
Hispano/a
Anglo
African-American
Other
Prefer not to say

Please indicate which parent/guardian (and cell number) should be notified first in case of emergency and/or any
other special instructions:

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Youth email _________________________________Parent email___________________________________

To complete your application, please attach the following items:
1) A short essay indicating why you are interested in the Summer Youth Intern Archaeology Program. If
you have been an intern in previous years, please discuss the value of the program for you with particular
reference to heritage and science issues. The application is a competitive process and your essay is
important in our decisions. Not every applicant will be successful. You will be notified by email whether or
not you are selected.

2) Describe any medical conditions (medical, physical, emotional, or otherwise) which might affect your
health or well-being, the well-being of others, or affect your ability to participate in any way in program
activities. Ask your parents/guardians for assistance. These issues are not meant to disqualify anyone -
only to inform our teachers and mentors.

3) Please have a counselor or teacher send the reference form directly to the Mesa Prieta Petroglyph
Project.
IMPORTANT : Please complete the application and mail or scan and email by May 18, 2026. Thank you for your
interest in the Summer Youth Intern Archaeology Program! Spaces are limited so please SEND THE
APPLICATION IN ON TIME to be considered for the program.

Mail completed application to: Mesa Prieta Petroglyph Project
PO Box 407, Velarde, NM 87582

OR EMAIL TO: education@mesaprietapetroglyphs.org

mailto:education@mesaprietapetroglyphs.org
mailto:education@mesaprietapetroglyphs.org
mailto:education@mesaprietapetroglyphs.org


MesaPrietaPetroglyphProject
SummerYouthIntern Program

Program Dates: June 8 - 19, 2026

Forquestions andassistancecontact usat505-852-1351oreducation@mesaprietapetroglyphs.org
MUST BE RECEIVED BY MAY 18, 2026 TO QUALIFY

Teacher/Counselor Reference Form

This top section to be completed by Youth Applicant:

Name: (please print)______________________________________________________________

School or Youth Group:____________________________________________________________

I have applied to the Summer Youth Intern Program with the Mesa Prieta petroglyph Project. I request and
authorize you to release the information requested below.

Signature of Applicant:_____________________________________ Date:__________________
This section to be completed by referring Teacher/Counselor:
Please check all items that apply to the above applicant and return by May 18, 2026, to:
education@mesaprietapetroglyphs.org OR snail mail to Mesa Prieta Petroglyph Project, PO Box 407, Velarde,
NM 87582

Interpersonal Skills ___Pleasant, courteous, and respectful of others
___Utilizes effective communication techniques
___Shows concern and interest in others

___Communicates effectively
___Passive/excessively quiet
___Recognizes limitations and seeks assistance
___Does not seek assistance
___Strong leadership
___Participates well in teams

Attendance/Dependability ___Rarely absent
___Frequently absent
___Punctual
___Frequently late
___Reliable
___Unreliable
___Good time management and organizational skills
___Follows through with commitments

Miscellaneous ___Shows initiative
___Lacks interest or motivation to complete assignments
___Enthusiastic
___Flexible
___Needs reminders to stay on task or meet expectations

Please provide on the back of the page any other comments concerning the student that you deem useful.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Teacher/Counselor’s Name Signature Phone #

Thank you very much for your time and assistance!
To learn more about the Mesa Prieta Petroglyph Project, please see our website at www.mesaprietapetroglyphs.org
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