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Dear Class of 2026 Parents: 

Graduation day will be here before you know it!  

The guidelines outlined in this packet help ensure that the commencement 
ceremony is dignified and meaningful to all involved.  Please take a moment to 
review and discuss these expectations, as well as your own, with your senior 
student. 
 
Our graduation ceremony will be held at the Curtis Culwell Special Events Center. 
This venue adds to the reverence of the graduation proceedings, and we appreciate 
your efforts to make this ceremony special. We cannot emphasize enough that we 
hold our students and families to high standards of behavior during this 
important event, and students and families who do not adhere to these 
expectations will not be allowed to participate. Commencement is as much a 
celebration of the entire Class of 2026 as it is a celebration of each individual 
student’s academic success. 
 
Thank you for all your support this year and during your child’s growth through 
Rockwall ISD.  We look forward to celebrating with you and your graduating 
senior.
 
Sincerely,
Dane Steinberger                   	             Todd Bradford
Principal, Rockwall High School           Principal, Rockwall-Heath High School
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   GRADUATION DATES & TIMES 
 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 27 
ROCKWALL HIGH SCHOOL 
1:00 P.M. 
 
 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 27 
ROCKWALL-HEATH HIGH SCHOOL 
7:00 P.M.

CURTIS CULWELL CENTER 
4999 Naaman Forest Boulevard, Garland, TX 75040



DAY OF GRADUATION 
PROCEDURES 
The Rockwall Independent School District is excited to be sharing this milestone 
moment with our district families. We want Graduation Day to run smoothly, so 
please take a moment to carefully read all the information provided. The Culwell 
Center has very specific guidelines regarding parking, graduate drop-off, and student 
and family behavior during graduation. Please make sure that your student and all 
family members who might be attending are aware of these guidelines.  
 
	 Rockwall High School graduates will be able to access the building at 
	 11:00 A.M. and doors for guests will open at 12:00 P.M. Rockwall-Heath 
	 High School graduates will be able to access the building at 5:00 P.M. and 
	 doors for guests will open at 6:00 P.M. All graduates (whether driving 
	 themselves or being dropped off) should enter through the doors marked 
	 “Conference Center.” ONLY graduates will be able to enter through these doors. 
	 Graduates do not need a ticket. 

	 Graduates should not bring personal items with them into the Culwell 
	 Center. Only approved bags are allowed (see bag policy on page 8) and all 
	 bags will be searched by security staff upon entry. There is no cell phone 
	 reception in the graduate staging area, so please plan accordingly. 

	 Graduates driving their own cars may access the Gilbreath-Reed Career and       	
	 Technical Center at 4885 N. George Bush Hwy. This parking lot is a short walk 		
	 from the Culwell Center, and shuttle buses will be available to transport 			 
	 graduates to the designated graduate entrance at regular intervals. 
 
	 If families are riding together, make sure to drop off graduates at the doors                   	
	 marked “Conference Center.”  All parents and other guests should enter 			 
	 through the main arena doors.

   GRADUATION DATES & TIMES 
 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 27 
ROCKWALL HIGH SCHOOL 
1:00 P.M. 
 
 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 27 
ROCKWALL-HEATH HIGH SCHOOL 
7:00 P.M.



DAY OF GRADUATION 
PROCEDURES CONTINUED
	 Guest parking is $15 paid with a credit/debit card as you enter the lot, or 
	 prepay online for $12. There is no free parking in any guest lot at the Curtis 		
	 Culwell Center. Parking may be purchased ahead of time at
	 www.curtisculwellcenter.com.  
 
	 At the conclusion of the ceremony, graduates will return to the staging area 
	 and be released from the same Conference Center doors that they entered. 
	 Families should plan to meet their graduates at their vehicles. Again, cell phone 
	 reception is not strong inside the arena, so we recommend that you designate a  
	 family meeting area ahead of time.



 
•	 No purses, backpacks or diaper bags
•	 No video cameras or cameras with lenses greater than 6”
•	 No flags, signs or banners
•	 No outside food or beverages
•	 No noisemakers
•	 No umbrellas
•	 No balloons
•	 No weapons
•	 No animals (excluding certified service animals)
•	 No flowers
•	 No smoking/E-Cigs
•	 No wrapped gifts

All carried items and entrants are subject to search. Prohibited items must be 
returned to the owner’s car or discarded. Any unlawful items are subject to 
confiscation, and the person in possession of such item is subject to arrest. 
Items left at the door will be discarded.

CURTIS CULWELL CENTER’S 
PROHIBITED ITEMS



CURTIS CULWELL CENTER’S 
CLEAR BAG POLICY
To ensure guest safety and a quicker entry into the facility, the Curtis Culwell 
Center has implemented a bag policy limiting the size and type allowed at all events. 
 
Approved bags - While the CCC encourages guests not to bring bags if possible, the 
following are permissible:
•	 Clear tote - plastic, vinyl or PVC bags that do not exceed 12” x 6” x 12”
•	 Plastic storage bag - Clear one (1) gallon, re-sealable
•	 Small clutch size - approximately the size of a hand with or without a handle 

or strap. No larger than 6.5” and 4.5” with or without a handle or strap
•	 An exception will be made for medically necessary items after proper 

inspection. Please limit the number of items you bring to the Curtis Culwell 
Center.

Prohibited bags - Prohibited items include, but are not limited to:
•	 All purses, bags or containers larger than a small clutch
•	 Backpacks
•	 Briefcases
•	 Camera Bags
•	 Fanny Packs
•	 Computer Bags
•	 Coolers
•	 Luggage of any kind
•	 Diaper Bags
•	 Drawstring Bags
•	 Seat Cushions



GUEST & TICKET 
INFORMATION 
All guests must have a ticket to enter the Curtis Culwell Center, including babies 
and children who will be sitting on a lap. Seating is first-come, first-served 
general admission.
 
Tickets will be distributed to graduating seniors in May and must be picked up by 
the student personally (not a parent, sibling, or friend). Students must provide a 
driver’s license or other photo ID to pick up their graduation tickets. There are no 
extra tickets, and we do not sell tickets. We do not distribute graduation tickets to 
anyone other than the graduating seniors. Graduating seniors can distribute their 
tickets to family and friends.



VISITOR GUIDE 



LIVE VIDEO 
 
Unable to attend? Watch the graduations LIVE at our Rockwall ISD District website 
by clicking the live button on our homepage.

PHOTOS 
 
Flash Photography photographs every graduate at the ceremony. All graduates will 
receive a free proof in the mail after the ceremony, along with information about 
ordering graduation photos through Flash Photography. If families are taking photos 
from their seats, please ensure the aisles are kept clear.

DISMISSAL 
 
Campus employees will dismiss the graduates at the end of the ceremony. While 
graduates are being dismissed, families and guests should exit the venue and go 
directly to their vehicles. Cell phone reception is not strong inside the arena. Families 
and graduates should make plans in advance to meet at another location after the 
ceremony.



GRADUATION HONOR REGALIA  
Cords, stoles, and patches are provided to students who participate in academic-related groups 
delineated in the Rockwall ISD Academic Planning Guide. Below is a list of the cords, stoles, and 
patches that are approved for Rockwall ISD graduates to wear at graduation. If a certain cord, stole, or 
patch is not on this list, it is not to be worn at graduation. Graduate may wear their Board of Trustee 
medals and UIL State gold, silver, and bronze medals.

Club and group sponsors are responsible for handing out cords to their members. If you need a cord for 
graduation, speak to your organization’s sponsoring staff member. Community Service 100 Hours cords 
and Top 10% cords are managed by the counseling office and will be included in qualifying students’ 
graduation ticket packets. If you’re not sure if you qualify for a Community Service or Top 10% cord, 
speak with your counselor.

Academic Decathlon...................................................................Red, Blue and Silver, braided
Advanced Visual and Performing Arts.......................................Pink
American Sign Language Honor Society...................................Red, White, Blue, braided
AP Capstone..................................................................................“AP Capstone” on White Stole
Art National Honor Society.........................................................Multi-Colored, braided
AVID...............................................................................................Black and Gold
College, Career or Military Readiness........................................Light Blue, Black & White, braided
Community Service 100 hours or more.....................................White
CTE Student Organization...........................................................Maroon
CTE Industry-Based Certification..............................................Gold, Maroon and Blue
Dual Credit.....................................................................................Blue and White
Honor Graduate (Top 10%).........................................................Gold
International Baccalaureate.........................................................IB Logo on White Stole
International Thespian Scholar....................................................ITS Logo on Blue Stole
International Thespian Society....................................................Royal Blue and Gold
Mu Alpha Theta.............................................................................Sky Blue and Gold
National Honor Society................................................................Sky Blue Patch on collar
National Merit Finalist.................................................................Gold Stole
National Technical Honors Society.............................................Purple and Silver
PALS................................................................................................Purple
Rho Kappa Social Studies Honor Society...................................Metallic Silver and Gold
Rockwall High School Senior Class Officers.............................Orange, Black and Silver, braided
Rockwall-Heath High School Senior Class Officers.................Red, White, and Black, braided
Spanish National Honor Society..................................................Red and Gold
Rockwall High School Student Council.....................................Officer Position on White and Orange Stole
Rockwall-Heath High School Student Council Officers..........Officer Position on White and Red Stole
UT OnRamps Dual Enrollment..................................................Burnt Orange and Silver
Youth and Government................................................................Red and Navy





Congratulations 
Class of 2026!


