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Overview & 
Terminology Review
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Standards
• Current terminology

• Phasing all areas of 
SchoolTool to reflect 
this

• Aligns with NYS Next 
Generation Standards

• NEW Grade Book 
functionality! 

Standards, Descriptors, and Skills
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Descriptors
• Past terminology

• Use of 
“Descriptor/Standard” in 
SchoolTool as we begin 
to phase out the term

• Descriptors = Standards

Skills
• Still available

• Tied to assignments

• No longer needed as 
Standards-Based 
Grading functionality 
covers ALL of this and 
more!

• Recommend not using



Terminology Review
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Course Topic, Course Topic Scheme, 
Course Topic Tree, Standard TreeStandards, Descriptors

Mapping

• Use place value understanding to 
round whole numbers to the nearest 
10 or 100

• Creating a connection between two 
objects or data points within the 
application



Standards in SchoolTool
Mindex Confidential Information

Maintenance > Grading > Course Topic
Once open the screen is titled, “Course Topic Scheme”

Parent / Top-Level StandardsParent / Top-Level Standards
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Standards-Based Grading Today
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Most often utilized in 
elementary schools 
using the descriptor 

report card

Descriptor

Most often utilized in 
secondary schools 

using the hybrid 
report card

Hybrid



Comparing SchoolTool Report Cards
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Hybrid Report CardHybrid Report Card

Descriptor Report Card



Setting Your Districts 
Up For Success
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Supporting Districts
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Our district is ready for 
Standards-Based Grading!

We were active in Legacy 
Grade Book, now things 

have changed - Help!

We are starting from 
scratch – How?
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1. High Level Admin Discussions
• What is our vision for the report card?
• What grading method are we using to get us there?
• What scales/standards do we want our teachers to use?   

2. Configuration: Training Site
• In partnership with the RIC, SchoolTool, and district staff:

• Configure an example grade level in your training site
• Test, troubleshoot, edit as needed

3. Configuration: Live Site
• After desired setup is confirmed, create the necessary 

configurations in your live site for all grade levels

4. Train Teachers & Staff!
• Simply share materials and/or create formal sessions
• Knowledge is power!

Our most 
successful 
districts:



How? Start to Finish
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Configuring Standards Step by Step
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1. Scheduling > Course Catalog
- Configure courses and subjects

2. Maintenance > Grading > Grading Scale
- Create alpha and/or numeric grading scales

3. Maintenance > Grading > Course Topic Grading Type
-Identifying grading scales! Think: input vs. report cards

4. Maintenance > Grading > Course Topic
-Create your course topics (standard trees)

5. Maintenance > Grading > Course Topic Report Card Mapping
-Connect your course topics to a subject or course and grade level



Mindex Confidential Information

Let’s Dive In Together!

Together we will:
• Configure a course that utilizes 

standards-based grading

• Configure standards and mappings

• Configure a grade book

• Configure a report card

• Experience our results from the 
teacher perspective!
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Let’s Dive In Together!

Log into your SchoolTool 
training site!



Configuring Standards
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Configuring Grade 
Books
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Configuring Report 
Cards
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Teacher Workflow
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Conclusion
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Resources
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Hybrid Report Card 
Quick Reference Guide

Standards Preparation 
Hand-Out

Descriptor Report Card 
Quick Reference Guide



Resources
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Marking Period Grades 
Quick Reference Guide

Standard Configuration 
Quick Reference Guide

Grade Book Resources 
Quick Reference Guide



Resources Continued
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Searching Online Help! 
Quick Reference Guide



Interactive Survey – Please Participate! 

Join at slido.com

Enter Code:
260 7576



ST: Standards-Based Grading

The Slido app must be installed on every computer you’re presenting from



mindex.com/schooltool

A Mindex Product




