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Bismarck Public Schools
128 Soo Line Dr.
Bismarck, ND 58501

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
School Board Approves Bond Referendum

BISMARCK, ND — At its regularly scheduled meeting on March 23, 2026, the Bismarck Public
Schools (BPS) Board of Education approved a $127 million bond referendum to address facility
needs identified through the district’s Long-Range Facilities Plan. The measure will be
presented to voters on the ballot during the primary election on June 9, 2026.

The district’s Long-Range Facilities Planning process was conducted in consultation with
professional architectural and engineering firms and examined all 32 campuses at BPS. As a
result, necessary projects were identified at 25 different BPS facilities. The needs encompass
both deferred maintenance items, which are essential repairs and system replacements that
naturally accumulate as buildings age, as well as programmatic needs that support how
students learn and how schools function. The planning effort included the collection of
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community feedback through several forums and surveys, and was designed to ensure BPS
facilities remain safe, functional, and equipped to serve students well into the future.

BPS spends nearly S5 million annually on facility maintenance. Renovation and construction
costs have increased significantly in recent years. Bismarck School Board entertained
alternatives to a bond in addressing these issues and found that other approaches would take
a minimum of 23 years to complete the identified projects without accounting for additional
inflation and other needs arising.

BPS Superintendent Dr. Jeff Fastnacht shared, “The needs identified in this plan are not new;
they have been building over time across a district that includes 32 schools, more than 3
million square feet of space, and buildings that average nearly 50 years old. At the same time,
this proposal is rooted in a commitment to every student in Bismarck Public Schools, ensuring
all students have access to safe, accessible, and well-equipped learning environments,
regardless of the neighborhood they live in. This approach allows us to address these
challenges responsibly now, rather than delaying them and increasing future costs. Ultimately,
it is up to our community to determine how we want to move forward.”

Tax Impact

If approved, the estimated tax impact for residential property owners would be approximately
$48.79 annually per $100,000 of home value, or about $4.07 per month. For a home valued at
$400,000, this equates to approximately $16.26 per month.

The proposed bond addresses needs across four key areas: student safety and support,
modernization and efficiency, responsible planning for growth, and enhanced community use
of school facilities.

Keeping Students Safe & Supported

The plan prioritizes creating safe, secure, and supportive environments for students and staff.
Proposed improvements include addressing accessibility challenges, enhancing secure entry
points, and updating facilities to better support student services, including behavioral and
mental health programming. Several schools currently lack features such as elevators or fully
accessible restrooms, and some entryways do not provide direct line-of-sight to school offices.
The plan also addresses disparities in fine arts and physical education spaces across high
schools and supports the growing need for specialized learning environments as the number
of students with Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) continues to increase.

Modernizing and Improving Efficiency

The bond would fund updates to aging infrastructure and building systems across 22 school
sites. BPS facilities include many systems that are several decades old at the end of their
operational lifespan. Deferred maintenance projects include improvements to HVAC systems,





building controls, and other core systems to increase reliability and reduce long-term
operating costs.

Planning Responsibly for Growth

The proposal includes targeted solutions to address uneven enrollment trends across the
district. On the south side of Bismarck, planned additions at Moses and Solheim Elementary
Schools would accommodate current enrollment and projected growth while reducing
reliance on portable classrooms. The approach reflects a long-term strategy to align facilities
with demographic changes and ensure efficient use of space.

Enhancing Community Use

BPS facilities serve as important community assets, supporting after-school programs,
recreation, and community organizations. The bond proposal includes investments designed
to improve shared-use spaces and strengthen community engagement. It also includes the
addition of a centralized kitchen to expand the district’s Farm-to-School program, increase
access to locally sourced foods, and improve operational efficiency. The centralized model is
expected to reduce labor costs by an estimated $530,000 annually while increasing the
district’s capacity to serve fresh, local ingredients to students.

Community Information Sessions
Bismarck Public Schools will host three community forums to provide additional information
and answer questions about the bond referendum:

. Tuesday, April 14 — Century High School
o Tuesday, April 21 — Bismarck High School
. Thursday, April 23 — Simle Middle School

Additional information about the bond referendum, including the tax impact and community
forums, can be found at www.bismarckschools.org/2026bond. Residents can participate in the

decision-making process by voting in the primary election on June 9, 2026.

Steve Koontz
. . Director, Community Relations

Phone (701) 323-4091

B I S M A R C K. Central Administration Building
PUBLIC SCHOOLS 128 Soo Line Drive, Bismarck, ND

58501
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