
ARE YOU READY TO VOTE?

2026 CAC
ELECTION



What is a CAC?

A Community Advisory Committee (CAC) is a legally
mandated, SELPA-established group, primarily
composed of parents of children with disabilities,
along with educators and community members. It
advises the Special Education Local Plan Area
(SELPA) on the development and implementation of
the Local Plan for special education services.



What are the functions of the CAC?

California Education Code Section 56194 outlines
key functions of the CAC, including advising on
the Local Plan and recommending annual
priorities. The CAC also assists in parent
education, volunteer recruitment, and
encourages community involvement.



Advise SELPA on development, review, and
amendments of the Local Plan (community input
considered)
Recommend annual Local Plan priorities
Support parent education and recruit
parent/community volunteers
Encourage community involvement in the Local Plan
process
Advocate for individuals with exceptional needs
Promote parent awareness of regular school
attendance
Support inclusion of parents of students with
exceptional needs in the LCAP Parent Advisory
Committee (Ed Code §52063; §42238.01)

CAC CAN DOSCAC CAN DOSCAC CAN DOS



 The CAC is advisory only. It makes recommendations but cannot adopt,
change, or enforce district or SELPA policy.

Cannot direct staff or administrators

 Members cannot review or discuss personally identifiable student
information.

 Individual parents may file complaints, but the CAC as a body does not
act as a legal advocate or representative.

Cannot function as a grievance panel

Cannot operate independently of the SELPA structure

CAC CANNOT DOSCAC CANNOT DOSCAC CANNOT DOS



Fill Out the Application.

The Application Window is Open Now Until: TBD

Candidates Will be Able to Present their Election Platform at a
Community Meeting Date TBD

Voting Boxes Will be Located in the DO the Week of XXX

Candidates Will be Selected after Bylaws are Complete  
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ELECTION PROCEDURES



Legal review of
Bylaws 

CAC
discussion/decision

making

Applications are
cirulating...please get

them submitted 

After election and
voting methods are
determinied, the

election will be held
(April) and the new
Cabinet roster sent

to Board (May)

UPDATES



President

Description

The President must be a parent of an individual with
exceptional needs currently being served by the local plan
and may not be a district employee. The President will
preside at all meetings of the Special Education Community
Advisory Committee and Cabinet and will sign all letters,
reports, and other communications. The President will open
the meeting by calling the meeting to order. He/she will
announce the business to be acted upon, recognize
members entitled to the floor, state and put to vote all
questions that are regularly moved, and announce the
result of the vote.



Vice-President

Description

The Vice-President must be a parent of an
individual with exceptional needs currently being
served by the local plan and may not be a district
employee. The Vice-President will preside in the
absence of the President and will be considered
President-Elect.



Recording Secretary

Description

The Corresponding Secretary is responsible for
correspondence as directed by the Committee
and will also forward proper notices of all called
meetings, and other meetings, when necessary,
to the district for distribution.



Treasurer

Description

 The Treasurer will receive all monies from Community
Advisory Committee and Cabinet fundraisers, keep an
accurate record of the committee budget and expenditures,
and make a report each month to the membership regarding
the balance in the committee budget.

The district is to provide the Treasurer with information
regarding the district budget and all special education
expenditures.



Parliamentarian

Description

 The Parliamentarian will have, and will bring to each
meeting, a copy of Robert's Rules of Order, committee
bylaws, a current copy of the local plan, and copies of
appropriate state and federal legislation to all regular
and special meetings. The Parliamentarian will guide the
cabinet and Special Education CAC in conducting orderly
meetings and advise the body regarding bylaw
procedures.



Cabinet Q & A
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