SMVLUD

SANTA MONICA-MALIBU UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

SANTA MONICA-MALIBU UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
NEWS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Diana Bouchaaya
310.450.8338, ext. 70240
dbouchaaya@smmusd.org

John Adams Middle School Student Earns Top Honors in Elks Lodge
Writing Competitions

SANTA MONICA, Calif. (April 20, 2026) — A student
from John Adams Middle School (JAMS) has earned
top honors in two writing competitions hosted by the
Elks Lodge, highlighting student voice and critical
thinking across the Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School
District.

Daniela Kadish, a seventh-grade student at JAMS, was
awarded first place in the competition themed “What
Does Service to Your Country Mean to You” and
second place in the competition themed “Drugs Are a
Grave Mistake.” The contests were introduced to
students across the District in late 2025.

The annual writing competitions encourage students to
reflect on civic responsibility, personal choices and the
impact of their actions through written expression. The Daniela Kadish, a seventh-grade student at

Elks Lodge is a national fraternal organization that John Adams Middle School, stands with Elks

; . Lodge representatives after earning first and
supports youth programs, scholarships and community second place in two writing competitions.
service initiatives. Kadish’s recognition reflects both her (Courtesy photo)

writing ability and her thoughtful engagement with
complex topics.

Students from across the District participated in the competitions, with several receiving
recognition during an awards ceremony held Feb. 27.

“Opportunities like this allow students to explore important real-world topics while developing

their voice as writers,” said Dr. Martha Chacon, principal of John Adams Middle School. “We are
proud of Daniela for her achievement and the way she represented our school community.”
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The recognition underscores the District’'s commitment to fostering student voice, critical
thinking and meaningful learning experiences that prepare students for success beyond the
classroom.
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Estudiante de la Secundaria John Adams Middle obtiene el mayor
reconocimiento en las competencias de escritura Elks Lodge

SANTA MONICA, Calif. (April 20, 2026) — Una
estudiante de la Secundaria John Adams Middle
(JAMS) ha obtenido los mas altos reconocimientos en
dos competencias de escritura a cargo de Elks Lodge,
lo que resalta la importancia de la voz del estudiante y
el pensamiento critico en todo el Distrito Escolar
Unificado de Santa Ménica-Malibu.

Daniela Kadish, una estudiante de séptimo grado de
JAMS, recibio el primer lugar en la competencia con el
tema “Qué significa para ti servir a tu pais”, y segundo
lugar en la competencia con el tema “Las drogas son
un error muy grave”. A finales de 2025 a los
estudiantes de todo el distrito se les informd de la
competencia.

Las competencias de escritura anual exhortan a los
estudiantes a reflexionar y escribir sobre la
responsabilidad civica, las decisiones personales y el
efecto de sus acciones. Elks Lodge es una
organizacion fraternal que fomenta los programas

Daniela Kadish, estudiante de séptimo grado
de la Secundaria John Adams Middle, junto
con los representantes de Elks Lodge tras
obtener el primero y Segundo lugar en dos
competencias de redaccion. (foto de cortesia)

juveniles, las becas y las iniciativas de servicio comunitario. El reconocimiento de Kadish es un
reflejo de su aptitud para la redaccion y su profundo razonamiento sobre temas complejos.

Los estudiantes de todo el distrito participaron en las competencias, y muchos recibieron
reconocimientos durante la ceremonia celebrada el 27 de febrero.

“Este tipo de oportunidades permite a los estudiantes conocer importantes temas del mundo
real al tiempo que desarrollan sus voces como escritores”, dijo la Dra. Martha Chacon, directora
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de la Secundaria John Adams Middle. “Estamos orgullosos de Daniela por sus logros y la
manera en que represento a nuestra comunidad escolar”.

El reconocimiento pone de relieve el compromiso del distrito de fomentar la voz del estudiante,
el pensamiento critico y las experiencias del aprendizaje significativas que preparan a los
estudiantes para el éxito mas alla del aula.
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