
​We live in a world where computers can solve any math equation, do our homework, and answer​

​most any question in seconds. It's easy to assume that if a machine is smart enough to do all of​

​these tasks, it might eventually gain wisdom. But wisdom isn't the same thing as intelligence and​

​that difference truly matters.​

​Wisdom isn't just knowing a lot of facts or having the right answer. It's knowing what actually​

​matters in a messy, real-life situation, and being able to act even when things are complicated​

​and uncertain. The key thing about wisdom is that it can’t ever be downloaded onto a computer.​

​You have to earn it.​

​Humans earn wisdom through hard experiences. You make a bad decision and deal with it. You​

​lose someone you love and have to figure out how to keep going without them. You fail and you​

​have to get back up. Over time, those experiences build a kind of deep understanding that goes​

​far beyond knowing facts. That's wisdom and AI has never gone through life. AI doesn't lose​

​sleep over a mistake. It has never grieved, failed, or felt genuine fear. Nor has AI ever felt joy,​

​love or connection. It processes information, and spits out the answer.​

​Wisdom is also tied to living through time. A lot of what humans understand comes from​

​physical experience, knowing what it feels like to be exhausted, embarrassed, or heartbroken. A​

​70 year old who has navigated decades of relationships and difficult decisions carries something​

​that can't be replicated by a system that has simply read about those experiences. Reading about​

​loss and actually losing someone are completely different things.​

​There's also the question of actually caring. Wisdom requires having real values, beliefs you've​

​stood by, tested, and sometimes defended at personal cost. A wise person gives advice knowing​

​they share the same world as the person they're helping. They have something at stake. AI can​

​say what a wise person would say, but it communicates with emotion or consequence in the way​



​a person does, only by facts, statistics or historical data. Its values are just patterns in its training,​

​not commitments made through a life actually lived.​

​To be fair, AI can do genuinely useful things. It can organize knowledge, spot patterns, and help​

​people think through problems. But there's a big difference between a tool that helps a person​

​think and guidance that is based on lived, felt and weighted experience. A philosophy book itself​

​can help someone become wise as they practice applicable teachings but the book isn’t wise​

​itself. AI is essentially a modern day library.​

​The bottom line is this: wisdom belongs to one's life. It requires real experiences, real​

​consequences, and someone who genuinely cares about the outcome. AI can reflect humanity's​

​wisdom back at us in impressive ways, recounting information. Wisdom is derived from feelings​

​that are the result of experience. AI is simply a smart resource, no different than the​

​encyclopedias our elders once turned to for information.​


