
EdTech in the Wild: 
Teacher Stories 
Across FUSD 
Thursday – April 16, 2026



Description

EdTech in the Wild: Teacher Stories Across FUSD 
highlights real classroom examples of how teachers are 
using tools from our EdTech webinars, EdTechCon, and 
EdTech Camp to strengthen engagement, literacy, 
collaboration, and digital citizenship. These stories 
demonstrate alignment to the Technology Scope & 
Sequence, the Portrait of a Learner, and District Goal 4: 
Life Skills.



Welcome and Norms
Engage fully with the content, prompts, and each other

Use the Chat to ask questions, share ideas, or get 
support

Say hello in Chat now!
What are you hoping to take away today?

Click the Raise hand if you'd like to come off mute

Use React during the meeting or tap-back emojis in chat

Keep your camera on if you're able, it's fun to 
see everyone!

Please mute your mic to reduce background noise



Session is being 
Recorded



EdTech in the Wild: 
Teacher Stories 
Across FUSD 
Thursday – April 16, 2026



Meet the Presenters

Brian Dvorak - EdTechMatthew Schwartz - EdTech



Fresno EdTech Website 
(go.fresnou.org/edtech)

• Sign up for our Weekly 
Blog Posts

• Try our new Chat Bot

• Student Digital Literacy – 
Updated Tech Scope and 
Sequence

• Reminder: EdTech 
Webinar Resources

https://www.fresnounified.org/departments/it/educational-technology


Webinar Series - Resources



Resources from our Live Events

EdTech Camp EdTech Conference

https://www.fresnounified.org/departments/it/educational-technology/edtech-camp
https://www.fresnounified.org/departments/it/educational-technology/edtechcon


Technology Scope 
and Sequence

FUSDTechnologyScopeandSequenceOverview.pdf

Student Digital Literacy - Fresno Unified School District

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1728604451/fresnouorg/xcf3kzc9guubvtoqkbri/FUSDTechnologyScopeandSequenceOverview.pdf
https://www.fresnounified.org/departments/it/educational-technology/digital-literacy
https://www.fresnounified.org/departments/it/educational-technology/digital-literacy
https://www.fresnounified.org/departments/it/educational-technology/digital-literacy
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Goals and Guardrails - Fresno Unified School District

https://www.fresnounified.org/departments/ama/goals-and-guardrails
https://www.fresnounified.org/departments/ama/goals-and-guardrails
https://www.fresnounified.org/departments/ama/goals-and-guardrails


Portrait of a 
Learner

FUSD_Portrait_Of_A_Learner.pdf
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https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1764878053/fresnouorg/xyv8lvkpup0fcrocmphr/FUSD_Portrait_Of_A_Learner.pdf
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Agenda

• Welcome and Purpose

• Teacher Stories
oCoPilot

oCanva

oMinecraft

• Open Mic – Community Share Out

• Interactive Digital Activity

• Closing and Next Steps



Learning Intentions and Success Criteria

Explore real classroom stories 
from across FUSD to 
understand how district-
supported edtech tools can be 
used to boost engagement, 
literacy, collaboration, and 
digital citizenship 

Through seeing real-world 
examples of edtech tool 
implementation, consider next 
steps for your own classroom 
instructional design



Time for Teacher Stories



Tech Skill Categories
1. Empowered Learner 

(foundational computer skills) 
2. Digital Citizen 

(digital citizenship and cyber safety) 
3. Knowledge Constructor 

(research and organization) 
4. Innovative Designer 

(presentation and multimedia skills) 
5. Computational Thinker 

(spreadsheet and analysis skills) 
6. Creative Communicator 

(digital communication skills) 
7. Global Collaborator 

(digital collaboration skills)



Copilot 
Examples



Grace Pitcher

6th Grade Teacher



A document with text on it

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

How Grace 
Uses Copilot

https://fusd-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/brian_dvorak_fresnounified_org/IQCcMJKqV3AnQaLMkPaYNPnMAfO7kBjKq2RMhZylUFBzzsM?e=U2suqD


"Take this YouTube 
transcript and create a 
Fill-in-the-blank 
activity worksheet for 
6th grade students."

https://fusd-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/brian_dvorak_fresnounified_org/IQBxlWYxwYgbRaFj8oOgDN4PAYzK-OoKAjPa-zmdq4FU88o?e=ISeYob


"Create more coordinate plane 
math problems for my 6th 
grade students that are similar 
to this one: Triangle DEF: D(0, 
0), E(6, 4), F(-2, 4).
(a) length of DE:__________
(b) area of triangle 
DEF:____________"

A math worksheet with lines and graphs

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

https://fusd-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/brian_dvorak_fresnounified_org/IQBwNvSeVRtfQbv4gE6K8-H3AUUgkwu4xKZ84NmOBN2KWQI?e=XMO6Pd


"Help me draft an 
argumentative writing 
prompt for 6th grade 
students that is focused on 
whether or not students 
should have more recess 
time at school. Include 
some sources that support 
both sides of the 
argument."

A screenshot of a paper

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

https://fusd-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/brian_dvorak_fresnounified_org/IQCYrLx9pihnR7fx0ELX5UKiAbw19yKycA4PsVwug-HhS-Y?e=lvs3Jf


A look at the 
conversation with 
Copilot while 
generating the 
argumentative writing 
task.

A screenshot of a computer

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

https://fusd-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/brian_dvorak_fresnounified_org/IQBxgT5oqW9uR7O16ZOEFOXzAcQswpfGl5C3W6Bav5KDKik?e=5RY1Na


Tech Skill Categories
1. Empowered Learner 

(foundational computer skills) 
2. Digital Citizen 

(digital citizenship and cyber safety) 
3. Knowledge Constructor 

(research and organization) 
4. Innovative Designer 

(presentation and multimedia skills) 
5. Computational Thinker 

(spreadsheet and analysis skills) 
6. Creative Communicator 

(digital communication skills) 
7. Global Collaborator 

(digital collaboration skills)



Carrie Given

6th Grade Teacher



"Create a real-world task 
for 5th grade students 
working on Math 
standard CCSS 5.NF.6 
and tie it into our 
Chinook Salmon science 
project..."



Collaborative 
Work Sample



Canva used 
by 
Leadership 
Team to 
Create New 
Student 
Resources



Flexible Playlist Posted in Teams Channel



Tech Skill Categories
1. Empowered Learner 

(foundational computer skills) 
2. Digital Citizen 

(digital citizenship and cyber safety) 
3. Knowledge Constructor 

(research and organization) 
4. Innovative Designer 

(presentation and multimedia skills) 
5. Computational Thinker 

(spreadsheet and analysis skills) 
6. Creative Communicator 

(digital communication skills) 
7. Global Collaborator 

(digital collaboration skills)



Canva
Examples



Corrina Rubio

3rd Grade Teacher







Student Work Sample 1



Student Work Sample 2



Student Work Sample 3



Mayra Gutierrez

High School Teacher



Student Task and CFS

https://fusd-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/brian_dvorak_fresnounified_org/IQCutoMAU1HwQLd5fHIK85NOATqiK83TCKqRfnfcx_QkR-I?e=QQ3yS8
https://fusd-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/brian_dvorak_fresnounified_org/IQCutoMAU1HwQLd5fHIK85NOATqiK83TCKqRfnfcx_QkR-I?e=QQ3yS8
https://fusd-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/brian_dvorak_fresnounified_org/IQCutoMAU1HwQLd5fHIK85NOATqiK83TCKqRfnfcx_QkR-I?e=QQ3yS8


Student Sample 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAHAImfVKGE/L7VNuE8q5CvC54yzpTym1g/edit


Collaborative Canva Project – Where Would You Travel?

https://www.canva.com/design/DAHDM0aQ-2E/vCtv1K3yacCjjleDhD74ug/edit


Let’s hear 
from Mayra

https://fusd-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/brian_dvorak_fresnounified_org/IQAOL_kmlvOmQYQOStNBsiRcAe3vJiauBaX_ZmJLNg08ttI?e=HrfVx8


Tech Skill Categories
1. Empowered Learner 

(foundational computer skills) 
2. Digital Citizen 

(digital citizenship and cyber safety) 
3. Knowledge Constructor 

(research and organization) 
4. Innovative Designer 

(presentation and multimedia skills) 
5. Computational Thinker 

(spreadsheet and analysis skills) 
6. Creative Communicator 

(digital communication skills) 
7. Global Collaborator 

(digital collaboration skills)



Minecraft EDU
Highlighting Fresno Unified educators using Minecraft Education as an instructional tool, not a game, to build 
life skills, support content standards, and align to our Technology Scope & Sequence and Portrait of a Learner



Minecraft EDU 
Teacher Stories

• Story #1 - 2nd Grade: Getting Started 
with Digital Tools Using Minecraft 
Tutorials

• Story #1 Cnt’d - 4th Grade: Applying 
Digital Skills Through California Missions

• Story #2 - Intermediate: California Gold 
Rush Collaborative World

• Story #3 - Middle School: Command 
Blocks, Coding & Minecraft Competition



Look Fors…

• Students as creators, not consumers

• Collaboration and communication in 
shared digital spaces

• Progression along the Technology Scope & 
Sequence



John Figura
Elementary Teacher



Story #1 - 2nd Grade: Getting Started with Digital 
Tools Using Minecraft Tutorials

Instructional Focus

Students are introduced to Minecraft Education through 
Tutorial Worlds

Instruction focuses on:

• Navigating a digital environment

• Using basic building and interaction tools

• Understanding expectations for responsible digital 
behavior

• The emphasis is not content mastery, but learning 
how to use a digital tool with purpose

Why This Matters Instructionally

This is many students’ first structured experience using 
a creative digital platform in school. The tutorials 
provide a safe, scaffolded on-ramp to digital learning.



Primary Technology 
Scope & Sequence 
Alignment

This example aligns strongly to Primary / Early Elementary expectations, including the 
Empowered Learner and Global Collaborator skills:

• Navigating digital environments

• Using digital tools intentionally

• Beginning content creation rather than passive use

This is foundational work that sets students up for everything that comes next.

Empowered Learner Global Collaborator



Story #1 Cnt’d - 4th Grade: 
Applying Digital Skills 
Through California 
Missions

Instructional Focus

Students use Minecraft Education to design 
and build California Missions

• Instruction is content-driven:
• Historical accuracy
• Architectural features
• Purpose and function of Missions

Students apply previously learned digital 
skills to demonstrate understanding of 
history



Assignment 
in Teams 
Posts



Susana Tzintzun-Lopez
Elementary Teacher



Story #2 - Intermediate: 
California Gold Rush 
Collaborative World

Instructional Activity

• Students collaboratively build a California Gold Rush town

Requirements include:

• Historically accurate structures

• Non-Playable Characters (NPCs) representing townspeople

• Role-based contributions within a shared world

Adding Non-Player Characters (NPCs) – Minecraft Education

https://edusupport.minecraft.net/hc/en-us/articles/360047555651-Adding-Non-Player-Characters-NPCs
https://edusupport.minecraft.net/hc/en-us/articles/360047555651-Adding-Non-Player-Characters-NPCs
https://edusupport.minecraft.net/hc/en-us/articles/360047555651-Adding-Non-Player-Characters-NPCs
https://edusupport.minecraft.net/hc/en-us/articles/360047555651-Adding-Non-Player-Characters-NPCs
https://edusupport.minecraft.net/hc/en-us/articles/360047555651-Adding-Non-Player-Characters-NPCs


From 
Chaos to 
Community



John Kimbley
Middle School Teacher



Story #3 - Middle School: 
Command Blocks, Coding & 
Minecraft Competition

Instructional Use
• Students use Minecraft Command Blocks to:

• Introduce coding concepts
• Understand cause-and-effect logic
• Apply computational thinking

Instruction also supports the school’s Tournament of 
Technology Minecraft team
Getting Started with Command Blocks | Microsoft 
Learn

https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/minecraft/creator/documents/commandblocks?view=minecraft-bedrock-stable
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/minecraft/creator/documents/commandblocks?view=minecraft-bedrock-stable


Key Takeaways
Minecraft Education is a 
vehicle, not the outcome!

The outcome is:

• Life skills

• Digital confidence

• Student agency

• Future readiness



Tech Skill Categories
1. Empowered Learner 

(foundational computer skills) 
2. Digital Citizen 

(digital citizenship and cyber safety) 
3. Knowledge Constructor 

(research and organization) 
4. Innovative Designer 

(presentation and multimedia skills) 
5. Computational Thinker 

(spreadsheet and analysis skills) 
6. Creative Communicator 

(digital communication skills) 
7. Global Collaborator 

(digital collaboration skills)



Open Mic - 
Community 
Share 

Share your Teacher Stories!
Share a quick 1–2 minute story 
about a tech tool that worked in your 
classroom

Describe a student outcome you 
observed (engagement, 
understanding, collaboration, 
confidence, creativity)

Highlight one strategy or moment 
that aligned to a Portrait of a Learner 
trait, such as:

• Critical thinking

• Adaptability

• Communication

• Empathy

• Digital literacy

• Collaboration



Closing and Next Steps



Whiteboard Exit 
Ticket!

Before leaving today, take a few minutes to reflect 
on your learning using this Whiteboard exit ticket. 
This is a quick way to capture what stood out to 
you and how you might apply it in your classroom.

Please respond to each of the three prompts 
using a Note on the whiteboard:

• One new idea you learned

• One tool you want to try

• One Portrait of a Learner trait you want to 
strengthen in your classroom

Teacher Stories Exit Ticket

https://fusd-my.sharepoint.com/:wb:/g/personal/matthew_schwartz_fresnounified_org/IQBUBy_ijum0QrS1lzW8lYMvAeEQLJa3540udPqqP3ijZCQ?e=k0XoGu


Learning Intentions and Success Criteria

Explore real classroom stories 
from across FUSD to 
understand how district-
supported edtech tools can be 
used to boost engagement, 
literacy, collaboration, and 
digital citizenship 

Through seeing real-world 
examples of edtech tool 
implementation, consider next 
steps for your own classroom 
instructional design



Closing and Raffle



Raffle Time!



Q&A

•Raise your virtual 
hand
•Or post your 

question in chat



Thank you for attending our 
EdTech Webinar!
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