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We have reached the final quarter of our 4K school year! I’m so excited that
our district provides you and your child with many high-quality opportunities
for your child to become more familiar with their 5K school and meet new
friends in Countdown to Kindergarten summer school. Please see more
information and registration details later in this newsletter. 

As we look forward to summer and fall, I’d like to offer the following
suggestions to assist your child and family as you transition to Kindergarten:

We encourage you to enroll your child in Countdown to Kindergarten. This
experience allows students an opportunity to practice all of the skills they
have learned in 4K in our elementary school settings while having great
fun and meeting new friends. Registration information can be found on
page 4.
Attend Kindergarten Welcome Activities at your child’s elementary school.
Doing so allows you an opportunity to meet Kindergarten teachers and
learn more about the Kindergarten day and curriculum at your child’s
school. Dates and times are included on page 5 of this newsletter.
Spend the summer playing and reading together. You will always be your
child’s first teacher, and you have a wonderful opportunity to continue
their learning in fun and creative ways throughout the summer.

WHAT’S IN THISMONTH’S ISSUE?

April 11th through April 17th was the NAEYC National Week of the Young Child. NAEYC
stands for the National Association for the Education of Young Children, a national
organization promoting excellence in early childhood education. 

In Appleton Community 4K, we are fortunate to partner with many child cares, preschools,
and private schools that are dedicated to excellence in providing early care and education
for our children. I hope you will join me in thanking them and everyone in our community
for the exceptional work they do caring for and supporting our children in their early
learning years!

(920) 832-6470

9:00-10:00 AM OR 10:30-11:30 AM



TUCKER’S CORNER

What behaviors lead to friendship?

With 4K students, these are usually, “Let’s” statements, such as,
“Let’s play trucks!”

The base of any good friendship is being able to listen to one
another. When children are in 4K, they begin learning how to
listen to teachers, parents, and peers.

Children share their environment all the time! An easy way to work
sharing toys into the equation is by providing an activity in which
children share materials while working independently.

Students can help each other throughout the day whether it is
during clean-up or times of distress.

4K students compliment one another’s successes, efforts, and acts
of kindness.

Organizing Play:

Listening:

Sharing:

Assisting Others:

Giving Compliments:

At home, families can model positive friend behaviors. Friendships aren’t always perfect! Try
working out unpleasant conflicts using stuffed animals, and then model positive ways to resolve
conflicts with a friend. Seeing a situation acted out and resolved makes it easier for children to
decide what to do in real life and shows them how to handle their emotions appropriately.

Resources: https://challengingbehavior.cbcs.usf.edu/

https://challengingbehavior.cbcs.usf.edu/


THE LITERACY CORNER

Nurturing the Language of Young Children

Language and play are the most important tools for developing the foundational skills in early literacy. Research
confirms that children’s language and literacy skills in preschool and kindergarten are strongly related to later
academic success (Dickinson and Sprague, 2001).

When children talk with adults, they are learning about the rules of conversation—learning to listen and respond. When
they listen and talk about stories, they are learning about the structure of book language.  Through these types of
experiences, young children are also adding to their daily oral vocabularies—words they know as they speak and listen.

Ways that families can nurture language development at home:
Engage your child in conversation, provide the names of things, and show interest in what your child has to say
Read and reread stories, discussing what is happening
Encourage your child to recount experiences and describe ideas and events that are important
Make rhymes with words
Play with the alphabet letters and their sounds

Remember, “children who do not hear a lot of talk and who are not encouraged to talk themselves often have problems
learning to read.”  (Armbruster, Lehr, & Osborn, 2003)

This month’s book recommendations focus on Rhyming / Poetry / Mother Goose
Jamberry by Bruce Degan
The Magic Hat by Mem Fox
My Truck is Stuck! By Kevin Lewis
To Market, to Market by Anne Miranda
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt by Michael Rosen
Three Little Kittens and Other Favorite Nursery Rhymes by Tony Ross
Animals Animals by Eric Carle
On the Farm by David Elliot

SuZETTE PRESTON, PRINCIPAL
KaBAO MOUA, DEAN OF STUDENTS

KaRISSA COVINGTON & JOAN KRETZ
ApPLETON COMMUNITY 4K ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANTS

ApPLETON COMMUNITY 4K
2701 N OnEIDA STREET, SUITE C2
ApPLETON, WI 54911

PhONE: (920) 852-5600
FaX: (920) 852-5601
E-mAIL: cOMMUNITY-4K@AASD.K12.WI.US

4K OFFICE
CONTACT

INFORMATION

It’s almost time to
register for the
Countdown to
Kindergarten
summer school
program. See  the
next page of this
newsletter for more
information!
Registration starts
April 20th!

mailto:community-4k@aasd.k12.wi.us


https://www.bgclubfoxvalley.org/appleton/

schoolage@ymcafoxcities.org         

https://portal.aasd.k12.wi.us

helpdesk@aasd.k12.wi.us     

kadolphkarrie@aasd.k12.wi.us     

kadolphtodd@aasd.k12.wi.us     

https://www.aasd.k12.wi.us/programs-services/services/special-education/current-families/summer-
school-participation-for-students-with-disabilities
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https://www.aasd.k12.wi.us/programs-services/services/special-education/current-families/summer-school-participation-for-students-with-disabilities
https://www.aasd.k12.wi.us/programs-services/services/special-education/current-families/summer-school-participation-for-students-with-disabilities


KINDERGARTEN WELCOME ACTIVITIES
IN THE APPLETON AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

PlEASE CONTACT THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL FOR MORE INFORMATION.

Appleton Bilingual
School
852-5535

To Be Determined Highlands Elementary
852-5480 To Be Determined

Appleton Public
Montessori
852-5515

To Be Determined Horizons Elementary
852-5485 To Be Determined

Badger Elementary
852-5440 To Be Determined Houdini Elementary

852-5490
Kindergarten Preview
May 13th, 2026 5:30-6:30 PM

Berry Elementary
852-5445 To Be Determined Huntley Elementary

852-5495
Kindergarten Round Up
April 23rd, 2026 6:00-7:17 PM

Classical School
852-5525

Kindergarten Visitation
May 14th, 2026
9:45-10:45 AM

Jefferson Elementary
852-5500 To Be Determined

Dunlap Elementary
852-5455 To Be Determined Johnston Elementary

852-5505 To Be Determined

Edison Elementary
852-5460

Kindergarten Meet & Greet
August 27th, 2026, 3:30 PM

McKinley Elementary
852-5510

Kindergarten Orientation
May 14th, 2026
4:00-5:00 PM or 5:15-6:15 PM

Ferber Elementary
852-5465

Kindergarten Sneak A Peek
May 5th, 2026, 6:00-7:00 PM

Richmond Elementary
852-5520 To Be Determined

Fox River Academy
852-5500 To Be Determined

Sandy Slope Elementary
852-5300 x39020 Kindergarten Preview

April 21st, 2026 6:00-7:00 PM

Foster Elementary
852-5470

Kindergarten Orientation
May 12th, 2026 6:00 PM

The Omolade Academy
852-5495 To Be Determined

Franklin Elementary
852-5475 To Be Determined

Wisconsin Connections
Academy
852-5415

To Be Determined

Hmong American
Immersion School
852-5505

To Be Determined
We will update these dates in future newsletters
as more information becomes available.



FROM THE SCHOOL NURSE:
SCREEN TIME AND YOUR CHILD

Health Services * P.O. Box 2019, Appleton, WI 54911 * 920-852-5344







2026-2027 4K
ENROLLMENT

COMMUNITY
OPPORTUNITIES
FOR STUDENTS

Do you know a child who will be 4 years
old on or before September 1st?!

Appleton Community 4K enrollment for
the
2026-2027 school year began on Monday,
February 9th, 2026!

Find more information on our 4K website:
4k.aasd.k12.wi.us/our_school/enrollment

The AASD shares local
community opportunities
for students. These
community opportunities
include upcoming events
and activities such as art
and music camps, youth
athletics, cultural events,
enrichment programs, and
more. We encourage AASD
families to regularly review
these opportunities for
students of all ages. Check
out the AASD COMMUNITY
OPPORTUNITIES FOR
STUDENTS WEBPAGE for a
current list of
opportunities for students.

http://4k.aasd.k12.wi.us/our_school/enrollment
https://www.aasd.k12.wi.us/families/family-resources/community-opportunities-for-students
https://www.aasd.k12.wi.us/families/family-resources/community-opportunities-for-students
https://www.aasd.k12.wi.us/families/family-resources/community-opportunities-for-students
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