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Dear Honors English 10 Student,

Soon you will be part of a demanding but fulfilling class that will expand your understanding of
our complex and ever-changing world. We look forward to beginning a conversation that will last
all school year and challenge and change all of us.

As you read, discuss, and work with the literature in Honors English 10, you will:
e read literature by authors from varied cultures and written about diverse characters
e be exposed to different styles of fiction and nonfiction, explore a play and a musical, study

poetry, read graphic novels, and participate in a research unit

® increase your critical thinking skills

engage with the subject matter and with your classmates

e develop an understanding that reading, writing, discussing, and project creation are ways
to explore, learn, and grow as a person

e create meaning from the works we study and apply what you learn to your life and our
world

e promote change in our school, community, and world

Summer reading is required as you prepare for Honors English 10. See the following page for this
assignment. Evaluate the book choices carefully and choose ones that intrigue you. A link is
provided for each book that gives a snapshot about each story to help you make your choices.

It is recommended to read the novels and complete the assignment close to the start of school so
the material is fresh in your mind when you begin class. Expect an exam and essay within the first

couple weeks of class to demonstrate your understanding of the novels and effectiveness of your

reading strategies.

Feel free to email . . . over the summer if you have questions or concerns. We are excited to begin
the journey of this class with you. You bring a needed voice to an important conversation.

Sincerely,
The Honors English 10 Teachers

2026 Summer Reading Assignment for Honors English 10



Each student reads:

Lord of the Flies by William Golding

Each student chooses to read one of the following:

Dear Martin by Nic Stone

The Silence That Binds Us by Joanna Ho

The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo

| Am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter by Erika A. Sanchez

The Nickel Boys by Colson Whitehead

The Secret Side of Empty by Maria A. Andreu

Firekeeper’s Daughter by Angeline Boulley — do not choose this novel if you read it for the
Lit Circle Unit in Honors English 9

*All books are available at your local library or you may purchase a copy of your own.

Summer Reading Assignment Due on the First Day of School

1.
2.

4.

Read both Lord of the Flies and one choice book.

For each novel, annotate six passages (2 pages from the beginning, 2 pages from the
middle, and 2 pages from the end) marked with questions and comment on themes,
character development, or figurative language (symbols, similes, metaphors, etc.) If
borrowing a book, photocopy selected pages from the text and annotate those. Passages
should be a half to a whole page in length. Although the optimal way to interact with this
text is to read a print version, you may search the internet for a pdf full text version of the
novel and print pages from that source to annotate as well.

Select ONE character from each novel that you see sharing some similarities with each
other, and complete the Character Comparison Chart (attached below). Use specific
details and quotations from the text. Cite pages numbers too. Please be sure your writing
is legible so your insight can be recognized and given full credit.

On the first day of school, please have each part of the assignment completed, printed on
paper. and stapled with the character chart on top and the annotated pages on the bottom.



https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/7624.Lord_of_the_Flies
https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/24974996
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/59028585-the-silence-that-binds-us?ref=nav_sb_ss_1_25
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/33294200-the-poet-x
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/29010395-i-am-not-your-perfect-mexican-daughter?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=0Kzrc97tXj&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/42270835-the-nickel-boys
https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/18079898-the-secret-side-of-empty
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/52346471-firekeeper-s-daughter

The exam on the summer reading will assess the following:

e student’s ability to organize details and provide logical reasoning to support their interpretation of
a quotation from the text

e student’s ability to interpret meaning from basic literary devices (metaphor, symbolism,
personification, and irony) and types of character development

e student’s recall and comprehension through active reading strategies (e.g., annotation,
understanding words in context, using inference to glean knowledge from what is written in the
text and unwritten in the text, questioning ideas in the text, summarizing chapters, etc.)

e This exam will be given the week after Labor Day weekend.

Annotation Tips: Mark Up That Text with Your Observations and Thoughts!

As you thoughtfully read and focus on key passages of the novel, identify important or striking
features, notice patterns, predict meanings, and annotate, or “mark up”, the text to show your
observations and thoughts.

This kind of practice will help you read more closely and with greater thought and understanding!
As you get more practice, you’ll develop your own system. Until then (that means for your
summer reading and classroom readings), use the following system. Mark features of the text
with a:

ﬁ or & for important events, decisions, or thoughts expressed by the author or a character

?

£ to highlight confusing or puzzling ideas or events

— C:) to identify a literary technique used by the author.

In the margins, write brief comments. If the margins are narrow, you may want to use Post-It
notes. When writing comments, you might ...

e Observe what is being said or done e Identify a literary technique

® Define unfamiliar words e Infer a character quality

e Identify a theme being developed e Ask a thoughtful question or predict
e Paraphrase or summarize a difficult an outcome

phrase, sentence or passage
e Describe the effect of an image,
sound, or word



Below are examples of text that have been annotated. Your observations and thoughts will be
different, but the examples will help you see how useful and easy it is to mark-up text as
you observe and think while reading.
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L{)r‘c‘. O‘FMHLS :
by William Go[dyﬁ

Shadows and Tall Trees 121
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HE 10 Character Comparison Chart

Name:

Question

Character:

Character:

What does each
character want?

What are his /her
motives for wanting
this?

How do we learn
what each character
wants? Note
dialogue, actions,
interior thinking,
and page numbers




Question

Character:

Character:

What does that
desire/want set in
motion?

Who and/or what
stands in the way of
his achieving it?




