The Dino Dispatch

Eldersburg Elementary School

Cynthia A. Bell—Principal Erica Airing—Assistant Principal

Principal’ s Message

Spring is here! Spring break is April 2nd—7th. Quarter 3 is about to
end. The quarter will end on April 9th and that is an early dismissal for
teachers to work on end of quarter tasks. Spring break is April 17th—
22nd.

Our kindergarten registration week is over, but we know there are
still students needing to be registered. It is important that we register
kindergarteners in advance as that information is used for staffing. If
you know someone with a child that will turn 5 on or before September 1,
2025, please have them call Mrs. Carpini to schedule an appointment to
register for kindergarten.

The county is handling PreK interest centrally for next year rather
than at the school. Our PreK class is funded to meet the needs of stu-
dents eligible for free and reduced meals. The application process is
available on the carrollk12.org website.

Our fifth grade students completed the state survey and the MISA
(Science) test in March. MCAP (Math and Reading) testing is in April and
May for students in grades 3-5. Please see the dates on page 2. This is a
state required assessment. Please fry to avoid late arrivals and appoint-
ments on testing days. Sessions missed must be made up resulting in
missed class time.

Cindy Bell, Principal

§§
Calendar
April 2026 May 2026
}231:;1a1<7th—Sch001s/Ofﬁces Closed—Spring Ath—8th—Teacher Appreciate Week

9th—PTA Color Run

19th— PTA Meeting 7PM

20th—EES Spring Concert

21st—EES Play Day

22nd—2hr 45min Early Dismissal
25th—Schools/Offices Closed—Memorial
Day

8th—PTA Fun Run—during specials
9th—Quarter 3 ends, 2hr45min Early Dismissal
21st—PTA Meeting 7PM

27th—2hr45min Early Dismissal

1021 Johnsville Road

Sykesville, MD 21784

410-751-3520
Fax 410-751-3553

www.carrollk12.org/ees
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Office Notes

Lunch Visits— Parents are welcome to come visit with your child/ren during lunch. If
any other adult family members will be coming, then a parent needs to send a note giv-
ing them permission to EESattendance@carrollk12.org. We do not allow any outside
food. Also, no siblings are allowed to attend lunch.

Transportation - Please be aware that we need to have notice of transportation changes by 11:30
am. You can send changes to EESAttendance@carrollk12.org. Please include your child’s first
and last name; if you know the teacher, that is also helpful. If you send a physical note that day,
remind your child to give it to their teacher that morning. We encourage you to

use email instead of notes, as all office staff receive that email, and we forward * :
it to teachers. That way, everyone is on the same page. O o=

** Please have your child check the lost and found. We will be clearing it out soon! **

State Testing Dates TESTING[ |

State Testing Days

*All grades will be tested in the morning

ELA MCAP
3" Grade 4th Grade 5th Grade
April — 20,21,24,28 April — 20,21,24,28 April-13,14,16,17
7:45am-9:45am 9:45am—11:45am 8:45am—10:45am
Math MCAP
3" Grade 4th Grade 5th Grade
May — 4,5,7,8 May —4,5,7,8, May-4,5,7.8,
7:45am—=_8:45am 9:45am- 10:45am 8:45am—9:45am
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SM Nurse Notes The Dino Dispatch
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Spring is here! Along with that comes, rainy days, gorgeous
flowers, budding trees, red eyes, itchy noses, and sneezing.
Please remember your children may carry saline nose spray, nat-
ural tear eye drops, and water bottles. Not every eye that is pink
1s “pink eye”, and I carefully evaluate each child before calling
home.

Please take a moment to send in a weather appropriate change
of clothing in case of spills, holes, or other types of mishaps.

Your child will likely feel better in their own belongings. Thank EES Vision
you to those of you who have laundered and returned borrowed Our vision is to work together
. to educate the whole child
thlngs. with high standards in a safe
and

nurturing environment.

EES Mission

The mission of EES is to em-

power all our students to be-

come Respectful, Responsible
citizens who are Ready to

1 succeed in the global commu-
Spring Concert o2t

“Working Together, Learning
Forever"”

On Wednesday, May 20th, Eldersburg Elementary School
will be performing their spring concert. Fourth and fifth
grade band, orchestra and chorus will be performing. If
your child is in one of these groups, please remind them to
practice everyday. We look forward to sharing their won-
derful music with you this Spring. If you have any ques-
tions, please reach out to your child’s
band/orchestra/chorus teacher.
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School Counselor

A APRIL NEWSLETTER

Kinderdarten

Students learned about being
- curious to learn versus nosey
to be in someone else’s

\ business.

T
ISt Grade

Students learned the
difference between
growth and fixed
mindsets.

Znd Grade

Students learned
about their circle of
control and the
importance of
Xﬁ focusing on what
they can control.

T

410.751.3520

Volume 19, Issue 8

3rd Grade

Students learned
ways to prepare for
testing.

4th Grade

Students learned about

empathy and the Golden Rule.

Sth Grade

Students learned about
empathy and inclusion.

LisaMaher@carrollkl2.org
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Awesome Art %

O=O0-0-0=-0-00=0-0=0=0-00=00=0=0-000=00=0-0=00=000-0=00=-0=0=0=0=0=0=0=
Students are learning about various artists and continue to learn and apply the Elements of Art and Princi-
ples of Design as they create amazing artwork. Ask your student what he/she is creating in the art class-
room. We are having some creative spring artwork springing up.

Hooray - spring is here! Kindergarten and 3™ grade students received a spring flower or butterfly to deco-
rate at home for the great “I heart Art” wall in the art classroom. Please decorate it, cut it out, and return to
Mrs. Slagle with the student’s name and class code on the back. Thank you to the students that have already
decorated theirs and turned it in — they look amazing.

There are many messy mediums in art, please continue to have your child wear an art shirt for art class.
Art shirts just need to be an old t-shirt that belonged to a parent/grandparent or older sibling that the child
can fit over their clothing.

All students PreK thru 5™ grade have been busy working on a special “bowl project”. Each grade is creating
something different and very creative! You can see these awesome bowls debut at the Art Display/Book
Swap event on April 29", Every student will have a bowl on display. Don’t miss this amazing art display at
this event.

YAM Art Exhibit

Hooray to the 42 EES artists that had their artwork in this year’s Youth Art Month Exhibit at the Carroll
Arts Center in Westminster. The artwork was on display in March. It is now currently on display in our
back EES hallway.

Congratulations to:

PreK — Maeley Lerch

Kindergarten — Scarlett Hutchinson, Gideon Lesniak, Parker Mackey, Ava Radtke, and Sophie Radtke.

1* Grade - Penelope Batenga, Ellie Broome, Stella Corey, Will Dougherty, and Quinn Karnezis

2" Grade - Gael Briones-Rodriguez, Maggie Collins, DJ Farrell, Hilde Lesniak, Leo Moore, and Camden Mor-
ris

3" Grade -Charlotte Burdette, Emmy Dix, Henry Kallemyn, Bennett Kelley, Jayden Lin, Conor McGarry, and
Harper Stephens

4" Grade - Ria Agarwal, Charles Bolster, Molly Davis, Shanaya Hathi, Charlotte Livesay, Rikita Singh, Willa
Trapani, Annika Toyama, and Roman Zarro

5" Grade - JP Cathcart, Reagan Garey, Mia Harrison, Aubrey Holzman, Sotonye Olufemi, Evelyn Sinon,
George Somers, Cael Williams, and Rose Xa-Torre

Happy Spring!
Mrs. Slagle
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P.E. News

In the month of April, PE will have a cooperative games unit where students will play some
new and exciting games while building social skills, and gross motor skills simultaneously.
We will also enjoy a day outside on 4/8 for the Fun Run. Afterwards from 4/13-4/24 we will
enjoy another new unit to EES. Students will participate in scooter city using our brand-new
scooters that we received this year! A huge thank you goes to our PTA and Ms. Bell for help-
ing us to fund this initiative. This new unit is sure to be a school wide favorite. We are looking
forward to enjoying new motor patterns, new equipment, and new stations in a creative way
as students traverse through the gymnasium roads of Big Wig Boulevard, Dino Drive, Play
Day Plaza and more! The month will conclude with students starting the Play Day Prep unit
where they will learn everything they need to know for the big day on 5/21.

Play Day is Thursday, May 21*. Families are encouraged to join us on the EES Fields from
8:00am to 12:30pm. More information will be delivered via school messenger as we approach

the event. 6ym Class

Please enjoy the warmer weather, and make sure to get outside and play!
Mr. Thompson
Ms. Everton

Media

April is School Library Month! The best way to celebrate is by check-
ing out and returning media books. We will be highlighting favorite

I Il books and authors in our school library all month long. You can share
*__ your favorite childhood books with your children and ask what books
i they love the most this year.

Our fourth and fifth grade Battle of the Books teams have their competition on Friday,
April 27th. They have been reading their books and working hard to prepare.

In the media center, students will vote for their favorite Black-Eyed Susan Book Award
nominee this month. All stfudents will learn about aspects of research in the month of
April.

Page 6
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Kindergarten students are working on making predictions in text, recognizing
story structure (beginning, middle, end), and identifying the main idea in infor-
mational text. They are also blending and reading words with 3 sounds, including
words with digraphs.

In Math, we will begin Geometry. During Unit 4, your children will identify, name,
and describe basic two-dimensional shapes, such as squares, triangles, circles,
rectangles, and hexagons, presented in a variety of ways (e.g., with different
sizes and orientations), as well as three-dimensional shapes such as cubes, cones,
cylinders, and spheres. Please continue to practice plus and minus O and 1 facts
to 20 with your child.

e

rst Gracie!
ELA: As reading instruction continues, we will continue to read fiction and
nonfiction text. While we are reading fiction stories, we are focusing on re-
telling the story in order (beginning, middle, end), identifying the story ele-
ments (character, setting, problem, important events, solution), making in-
ferences, and discussing cause/effect relationships. While we are reading
non-fiction text, we are learning about text features, identifying the main
idea and key details, learning how to identify the author’s opinion, learning
how we can ask questions, and comparing and contrasting information
while we are reading to help us better understand the text.

Math

During the month of April, we will be learning all about geometry and frac-
tions. We will be learning about the defining attributes of 2-dimensional
plane shapes and 3 dimensional solid shapes, as well as what happens
when you combine shapes and take shapes apart. We will continue to talk
about and practice addition and subtraction strategies so that we can be-
come fluent mathematicians.
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Happy Spring! As the days grow longer and the weather warms up, our second
graders are ready to bloom with new ideas, creativity, and learning! This month we will be exploring new
topics, enjoying hands-on activities, and continuing to grow as readers, writers, and problem-solvers. It’s a
wonderful time of year to refresh our goals and celebrate all the progress your children have made so far.

In reading, we will be moving into unit 7 of our Benchmark curriculum. In this unit, students will read an in-
formational social studies text about primary sources and narrative nonfiction texts (diary, journal, personal
narrative) that are examples of historical and contemporary firsthand accounts. Through these stories, students
identify the main idea and key details, use text features to identify key details/information and describe a con-
nection between a series of events. As we transition into quarter 4, students will begin taking their weekly
comprehension reading assessments on the computer to prepare for Third grade testing expectations.

In math, students will build critical knowledge in the understanding of the base-ten numeration system and
place-value concepts. This includes ideas of counting in units of fives, tens and multiples of hundreds, tens
and ones as well as a grasp of number relationships, which they will demonstrate in a variety of ways, includ-
ing comparing and ordering numbers. They will work to understand multi-digit numbers in terms of place-
value recognizing that place-value notation is shorthand for representing amounts of hundreds, tens and ones.

@ This month, our third graders will take the ELA portion of the
Al MCAP state

test! We will begin promptly at 7:45 am, so students will need to do their best
to be in school on time (by 7:30 would give them time to use the bathroom be-
fore testing). The dates of the ELA MCAP are 4/20, 4/21, 4/24, and 4/28. If your
child has not brought in headphones this year, they will need them for testing.
Please send them in as soon as possible.

ELA: Our students will revisit various reading strategies and skills this month
within a variety of texts revolving around Communities in the past and pre-
sent. They will identify the theme/central message of a text. They will also
ask and answer questions as well as identify a character’s point of view, au-
thor’s point of view, how the character’s actions contribute to the events in a
text, and how illustrations contribute to a text to improve their comprehen-
sion.

Math: We will be finishing up unit 6 (computation strategies) and moving on to
Unit 7 (geometry and measurement). Please continue to review multiplication
and division facts with your child at home! Don’t forget to check home access
to keep updated on your child’s grade.

“Working Together; Learning Forever"
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Happy Spring to all our fourth-grade families! April will bring lots of im-
portant dates for our fourth graders, including the start of the fourth quar- iﬁ

ter. The third quarter will end on April 9. Please encourage your child to

check their home access accounts for any missing assignments they may

need to complete. State testing will also begin in April with the ELA por-

tion of MCAP. Students will be testing on April 20, 21, 24, and 28. The students cannot pre-
pare or study for this test; however, we ask that each child get a good night’s rest and eat a
healthy breakfast. As always, students still need to make sure they have their daily supplies,
and any donations of tissues are much appreciated as we move into allergy season. A HUGE
thank you to all of the families who have already sent in donations!

ELA

In ELA, students will continue through units 7 and 8 in the Benchmark Advanced Program.
Unit 7 focuses on how communities evolve as we learn about the Transcontinental Railroad.
This unit will involve reading Informational Social Studies texts and focusing on finding text
evidence and explaining how it answers a question. Unit 8 has the topic of Earth Changes.
This will involve thinking about how the Earth’s natural processes impact our lives. We will
be reading Informational Science texts and analyzing text features. As always, if you have any
questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to reach out.

MATH

4th grade students just wrapped up their Geometry unit. Unit 6 focuses on multiplicative com-
parisons and measurement. Multiplicative comparison problems involve a comparison of two
quantities in which one is described as a multiple of the other. We will use questioning strate-
gies, visual models, and equations to solve these word problems. Students will then use their
understanding of multiplication and division to convert a variety of customary and metric
units.

Reminders:

1 Please continue to practice multiplication and division facts at home. This will help stu-
dents throughout our next unit!

Please continue to encourage your child to complete their homework each week. This is a
great way to review concepts being taught in class and concepts taught earlier in the year.

SCIENCE & SOCIAL STUDIES

In April, we will be working through the Science Waves Unit by focusing on light and sound waves and how
people communicate using waves. In Social Studies, we will be investigating the colonial regions in North
America by comparing the economic and political landscape. We will also study how colonial growth led to
disputes between England and the colonies.

Volume 19, Issue 8 “Working Together; Learning Forever" Page 9
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Grade D s CaresT

ELA

T we just completed the ELA Benchmark Post Test to determine
ginning of the school year.

f we will be writing about a civil rights case: Plessy vs. F
9 we will be taking the MCAP EA/Alt.est the week of 4/ 13

We wi || begin ourRonlolvieng sWeuwayi @dosf t he end of April.

Mat h

T t'n April, we will contintenio wbrkhéehyeagh muwkti7plying and
f Once t'Aueni7t of the year is complete, we will start our geon
The May benchmark review chart will also come home in April.
homewor k worksheets and will be worth 10 points for completi:
benchmark test!

Science

We will begin our final wunit of the year: Earth and Space.
Social Studies

T we are conti hwinng owmr Mbdern Amedaygkh. (1900

The focus is on civil rights.

Specials Schedule:

Pre K: 10:4811:15
K: 10:4511:45
1st: 12:161:15 ’

ond: 1:16 2:15 e,

5th: 7:48 8:45

Volume 19, Issue 8 “Working Together; Learning Forever" Page 10



The Dino Dispatch

Cafeteria News

This month we will be trying a new grab and go option on Mondays. The lunch will consist of a red pepper hummus

cup, carrot sticks, a fruit, graham cracker, sunflower seeds and milk.
Our special menu days are:

April 1st — Free dessert (chocolate pudding)

April 22nd — Earth Day nuggets

Please remember to check your child's account and either send in cash or a check (made out to Eldersburg Elemen-
tary) or go to myschoolbucks.com and pay online. Any questions please feel free to contact me.

April 2026

Eldersburg Elementary

Lunch
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDMNESDAY THURS DAY FRIDAY
Erfree Choice:
. Grilled Cheese Stedlwich
iy 4 . Chicken Paity on & Rol
A . Chickoen Caesnr Salsel
e il M Grahy sl G Corting
Manfat “ Feshared] S
- Temslo Soup
Frull snd Viegetabie Bar
| & | KX | 9 | | 10 |
Erfree Choice: Erdree Choices Erree Choices
. Cheese Tartelin Wi . Freach Tosst Sicks willh - CheesePims
M edrier & Saate with Geclie Seusage Pally . Peaserari Pizs
Cheesy Taiz-ik . Chicken Huggets will Dirner -+ Pepeorn Chicoes wilh i s
. Pizs Cramchers Rall Rail
ety annel Ga Corriie . Chel Saisd . ChelSsised
Festured Sides Grahy sl 56 Corting Grahy sl 56 Corntag
. Green Beses Festured Sides Festured Sides
Frul sned Viegetabie Bar . Stesrned Broceoli . Stesed Carot Cains

Frull eredl Ve getable Ber Frall eredl Ve gets ble Ber

Eres Craices

+ Horms tyle Chitoes Terters
with D e Rl

+ Chotespianges o & Bol

+ Chithoen Catsar Saluel
Graly and Go Comig

Festined s

. Bekoed Besrs

Frall sl Vie gets e Bar

Ertre Chaices

- Welkirg Teto

- Dees Dish Cueese Pize

- Chicken Cosser Seleel
Greh aael Go Combe

Feetured Sehes

« Corm

Frul el Vie getas e Ber

|15 16

Ertree Chaices Ertr et Chaices Err et Chaices

- Pime Crurshies - Poptern Chitoen withSofl - Cheese Pizme

- Chicken Peily on & ol Pretel Rod . PesseroriPize

- Chicken Cotser Sehed - Mecoroni aonl Chese Wil -~ Preteel Bies &CHeese
Greh anel Go Combe Sl Pretredl Bod - Chicken Cotsar Selael

Festured Sees - Chicken Cosser Sehed Grah snel Go Comibo

. Crivide Cul French Fes Grah sed Go Cambia Festuned Sdes

- Stesed Broteoli Festured Sees . Steesed Corol Cols

Frul eel Viegets ble Ber - Green Besns Frul eesl Ve gets ble Bar

Frull arsd Ve gets Ble Bar

Eetre Chaices

- Dreage Chichken oves Rice

- Gadic Cheese Pize

- Crisgy Chigoen Seled
Greh aned Go Combe

Festured Sehes

- Stesed Brocooll

Frull el Ve geta e Ber

Ertree Chaies Ertree Chaices Ertree Chaices Err et Chaices
- Mechos Coarle - Esdh Doy Chicken Moggets - Pizme Crunchess . Cheese Pize
- Poptern Chidosn with DiRees Wit Din e Rl - Chitken arl Vieget ssie . PesoeoriPizs
Rall - Hemburge: on & Rall Durlicgs with Chicken Egg - HetDog
- Crisgy Chigoen Seled - Cheesesurger o s Bol Rall . CormDog
Grel aned Go Combe - Crisgy Chigoen Sehed - Crizgy Chicoen Sehed . Crizoy Chicken Selae
Feetured Sehes Greh anel Go Combo Greh snel Go Comibo Grel smel Go Combo
- Corm Festured Sehes Feetured Ses Feetured Soes
Frull e Vie geta e Ber - Crisgy Freech Fries - Stessed Broteli . Green Beaas

Frull sredl Viegetable Ber Frull eredl Ve getable Ber Frall eredl Ve gets ble Ber

Erres Chaices

« French Toest Sicke with
S pusag e Pally

- MniPizs Bagels

+ Sonufiwes Chicken Selad
Gral aed Go Comba

Festared Sdes

- Taler Toks

Frull and Ve geta e Bar

Ertree Chaies

- Welkirg Teto

- Chicken Peily oo 2 Aol

. Soulie st Chitken Salad
Greh aael Go Combe

Feetured Sehes

- Carm

Frul el Vie geta e Ber

Erfree Choices Erirer Choices
+ Pizze Crunchess « Chichoen Muggets with Garlic
+ Popoorn Chideen with Dinmer Kool

Rail . Spbghe with Me stss uoe
+ Sodtiwest Chicken Selad wilth G adic Kol

Grah 2nd Go Comiae + Soutwest Chicken Selad
Feetared Sdes Graly sl Go Comving
« Sheerned Broccoli Festared Sdes
Friull srwd Viegets e Bar . Green Besas

Frull arl Viegets ble Ber

Fruit and Vegetahbe Bar: Apnies suce | Bueberdes | Chremon Aoale ssuce | Fresh Soples . Diced Peas | Fresh Peas | Chilled Peeches | Benenes  Fresh Geepes
Fre sh Carmots, Cucumber Coirs | Tossed Seladl . Coleslaw . S picy Colesiaw , Groen Peppers & md Cherry Tomehoes . Red Pea per Hurreu s

Bl menus 8 subject Lo change . We mskoe o ur @ity b sere he menu & o laamed, bl semetines siustions soise whene we need b maie subsilufors . We
will izl ey slhernntio subsinute similer produds when they sre svailashe We sooreciste your urd ecstending.

USDI s 2 equsl o poortanity provides, emp loyes, and lemder. Layout & Design & Mutrislice, ke Printed on /242026 o1 12455 pra
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CARROLL COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS LEGAL NOTICES IN
PUBLICATIONS

NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION

The Board of Education of Carroll County does not engage in discrimination that is unlawful or contrary to
Maryland State Department of Education guidance on the basis of age, color, genetic information, marital
status, mental or physical disability, ancestry or national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gen-
der identity, or gender expression.

The Board of Education of Carroll County is firmly committed to creating equal employment and educa-
tional opportunities for all persons by providing an environment that supports optimal academic achieve-
ment and productive work and is free from any form of unlawful discrimination, including access to school
facilities, educational programs, and extracurricular activities.

The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies:
Director of Human Resources, 125 North Court Street, Westminster, Maryland 21157, (410) 751-3070.

ADA ACCESSIBILITY STATEMENT

Carroll County Public Schools (CCPS) does not discriminate on the basis of disability in employment or
the provision of services, programs or activities. Persons needing auxiliary aids and services for commu-
nication should contact the Communications Office at 410-751-3020 or publicinfo@carrollk12.org, or
write to Carroll County Public Schools, 125 North Court Street, Westminster, Maryland 21157. Persons
who are deaf, hard of hearing, or have a speech disability, may use Relay or 7-1-1. Please contact the
school system at least one (1) week in advance of the date the special accommodation is needed.

Information concerning the Americans with Disabilities Act is available from the Director of Facilities Man-
agement, (410) 751-3177, or the Communications Officer, (410) 751-3020, 125 North Court Street, West-
minster, Maryland 21157.

Our school is committed to establishing and promoting a safe, non-threatening environment for all students to
learn. The Bullying Reporting System or the Bullying, Harassment, or Intimidation Reporting Form should be
used to report alleged incidents of bullying, harassment, or intimidation that occurred during the current school
year on school property, at a school-sponsored activity or event off school property, on a school bus, on the way
to and/or from school, or through electronic communication on or off school property. Please see the QR code
and links below access the reporting system and for additional information.

@LEE
I-*?El":-."J e

Incident Reporting - Carroll County Public School District
2024-2025InformationalCalendar-web.pdf



https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.carrollk12.org%2Fstudent-services%2Fincident-reporting&data=05%7C02%7CCABELL%40carrollk12.org%7Caafc6a97643b4385d9c208dd3a9eb7d8%7C7129111671a641af9ba59b69c9cb3f46%7C0%7C0%7C638731175555799
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fresources.finalsite.net%2Fimages%2Fv1724851482%2Fcarrollk12org%2Fgwvojgtgwzhdzndmzims%2F2024-2025InformationalCalendar-web.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CCABELL%40carrollk12.org%7Caafc6a97643b4385d9c208dd3

