
 
Board Meeting Minutes 

April 8, 2026, 6:30 PM 
 

In Person: South Meadows Media Center 

Virtual: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86155129440  
By Phone: 301-715-8592  Meeting ID: 861 5512 9440 

 
 
 
1.​ Call to Order – Welcome & Introductions​ Cheri 

In person attendance: Cheri Szcodronski, Alex Hammett, Katie Spisich, Rossie Hutchinson, Katherine 
Voorhorst, Ruslan Pryadun, Casey Wescott, Andrea Walrath, Meleny Malcom, Sierra Gornowicz, Beth 
Pickard, Vanessa Calabria 
On Zoom: Jacie Velez 
Call to order at 6:34pm 
 

2.​ Previous Meeting Minutes​ Alex 
Alex moved to approve the March 2026 minutes.  Beth seconded.  All in favor.  Motion passed.  
  

3.​ Guest: Emilee Fetters, Chelsea Community Social Worker 
 
Community stakeholders, members and entities within the City of Chelsea and Washtenaw 
County came together to explore the needs and how they could address those needs within 
Chelsea and the Chelsea School District footprint.  The Community Social Worker position 
was created as a result.  This position was originally created as a two year pilot position 
and to date it’s almost to the two year mark. Given the feedback and continued support of 
the position, it is likely to continue.   
 
The Community Social Worker position serves the entire Chelsea School District footprint.  
Anyone living within that footprint, in addition to anyone who has children in the district via 
school of choice, is eligible for free services. 
 
The core elements of this position are mental health crisis response and providing resource 
navigation to the public.  As it pertains to mental health crisis response, this position works 
alongside the police department when calls are received for mental health issues.  This 
position acts as the mental health professional, makes assessments, provides an opinion on 
what’s best going forward along with follow up services.  As the position pertains to 
resource navigation, it will assist community members with food assistance, housing 
assistance and senior supportive resources.  This position works with individuals and 
families to identify the resources that are available, application processes, and directs 
community members in the right direction for help/assistance. Additionally, this position 
assists families within the school district after school hours with resource navigation.  This 
position does not work with students or youth one-on-one but works to support the entire 
familial unit.   
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86155129440


 
Many collaborators and partnerships in the creation of this position - some include City of 
Chelsea, Chelsea Police Department, Chelsea School District, Washtenaw Community 
Mental Health, Five Healthy Towns, Chelsea Hospital, Chelsea District Library, Faith in 
Action, and the Chelsea Senior Center.  Emilee hosts public office hours at the Chelsea 
District Library and Chelsea Senior Center.   
 

4.​ President’s Report ​ Cheri 
a.​ Elections in May 

Full board slate planned for next year.  Erika Wojcik=VP South, Andrea Walrath=Co-Treasurer, 
Sierra Gornowicz=Communications.  Many have expressed wanting to be an “at-large member” 
and the board can sustain as many as there are interested.  The caveat is that when acting in 
this role an at-large member should also chair or co-chair an event.  We will officially elect the 
board at May’s meeting. 

b.​ Staff Retirements 
Jay Courtright “Mr. C.” retired.  He will be missed. PTO donated a book for him on behalf of his 
retirement and that book resides in the library at North.  Tara Thorburn, South’s Special Ed 
Resource Teacher is retiring at the end of this year.   She will also be missed.  A book from the 
PTO will be presented at the last South staff meeting in June, therefore PTO needs to purchase 
the book by the end of May.  Jacie will work with Tara and Katie to get the book ordered and 
presented.  

 
5.​ Treasurer’s Report​ Rossie 

a.​ Financial Report 
See attached 

b.​ Budget Report 
See attached 

Casey moved to approve the report, Vanessa seconded.  All in favor, motion passed.  
 

6.​ Communications Report ​ Erika 
N/A  

 
7.​ Building Reports 

a.​ North Creek​ Casey 
March is Reading Month wrapped up and it was a blast.  Celebrated Mr. C’s retirement at the 
March is Reading Month wrap up meeting and it was delightful and so much fun.  First grade 
kids went to the Ann Arbor Hands on Museum for their field trip.  Second round of parent 
teacher conferences went well and thanks to the PTO for the conference food.   
Staff Shout Outs: Dawn Schell, music teacher, likes to have fun and gets involved in the fun with 
the kids.  Eric Burris, PE teacher, excels in encouraging teamwork, working in small groups and is 
so thoughtful about having the kids work together.  He does a great job helping kids build 
character and  does it in a way that the kids know he cares about them.  He welcomes special 
needs kids to his gym without their para, when those students are independent enough to be 
without their para.  Mikaela Williams, art teacher, greets every kid when they enter her art room 
and has a beautiful system of a quick connector.  She talks about their day, shows examples of 
what they’ll be working on in the world, then models the art, sketches the steps, and sends the 
kids off to do their work.   

b.​ South Meadows​ Katie 
Gearing up for MSTEP (state testing).  Lots of fun spring activities are happening right now and 
students are thrilled.  Third graders are headed to Project Red for a field trip.  Once we get 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pDuqRhwc-HKo-A74HtWbhQfrffxo5zPE/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15X4_sF-3oQI-BrPTpDuEVBfhWZDICUIe/view?usp=drive_link


 
through all of the state testing then all the end of year fun begins to happen.  District-wide 
moving up day is May 22nd. Second graders to South, fifth to Beach, eighth to High School.    

 
8.​ Post Event Committee Reports 

a.​ Spring Conference Meals - North​ Vanessa 
Slim Chickens was provided and it was a well received option.  Staff feedback was positive and 
glad to have something “new” and different from years past.  Plus, it was yummy!  

b.​ April Staff Meeting Snacks​ Erika 
Snacks were provided today for the staff meetings. 

 
9.​ Upcoming Event Committee Reports 

a.​ Field Day Popsicles ​ Katie H & Vanessa 
Cheri will connect Jacie, Rossie, Vanessa, Katie to get this organized.   

b.​ Ice Cream Social​ Catherine 
Beth and Catherine met regarding ice cream social. Cheri will provide sign up volunteer 
information to Catherine.  Volunteers for stations are taken care of—South teachers typically 
stay after school and assist with the set up.  From a budget perspective, $150 for additional 
insured expenses has been paid.  We will need to buy prizes this year. In addition to the PTO 
prizes in storage, Katie has about 200 reading lights PTO can have.  Outside of that the budget 
does allow for prizes to be purchased and other miscellaneous expenses as needed.  Casey will 
be in the dunk tank.  Katie has books PTO can have for book walk - any leftover books will be 
donated. Main Street Church has donated ice cream in the past, usually someone in PTO is a 
member that asks them. Melissa Sorna made initial contact last year and Cheri will talk with her. 
Alternatively, Beth Pickard will reach out to Pastor Ben.   

c.​ August Events​ Cheri 
(2026-2027 event schedule, Jump Start, open houses, first day gifts, Bulldog Jog planning) 
Brainstorming ideas for school spirit swag.  Examples include license plate covers, crocs 
charms, fridge magnets, car decals, water bottle stickers, etc.  Rossie will explore pricing on 
various options.  For a school spirit shirt for next year, there is potential for collaboration 
between South students and PTO. Rossie will connect with Katie. 
 
When August rolls around, Cheri will start organizing the schedule for the year and putting in 
facilities requests.  She and the principals will pick the Bulldog Jog date and will place orders 
for water bottle stickers, medals, envelopes, and other jog related items.  PTO also does 
several school support events in August. Casey will let PTO know if he needs additional 
volunteers for Y5/K Jump Start, the VPs will organize catering for open house dates - likely 
Panera Bread since they’ve reached out with a coupon/discount.  PTO also organizes a first 
day back to school gifts for teachers.  Last year it was a morning donut treat.  Will finalize 
volunteers for all tasks at May meeting.    

 
10.​Additional Old Business 

 
11.​New Business 

 
12.​Reminders 

a.​ April 10th - 50 Cent Friday - Pajamas 
b.​ May 13th at 6:30 - PTO Meeting - South Meadows Media Center (Elections, no guest) 
c.​ May 27th - North Creek field day popsicles (May 28 rain date) 
d.​ May 29th - Ice Cream Social 5:30-7:30 at South Meadows 



 
e.​ June 5th - South Meadows field day popsicles 
f.​ June 5th - Last day of school! (half day) 

​  
Event Calendar: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DzAIGD1PV4kPFHqU0-YEQVWcJA8Usv6I/ 
 

13.​Adjournment 


