
Setting Your Child up for 
Intermediate Success

2026 Incoming 6th Grade Parent Presentation



Welcome to Intermediate School!



Intermediate Course Level Options

Course On-Level
Accelerated/Honors/

Cambridge

LANGUAGE ARTS 11611 11611H

MATH 11621 11621X/1162CAM

SCIENCE 11631 11631X

SOCIAL STUDIES 11641 11641H

See the Intermediate EPG page 6 for Benefits and Considerations of Honors/GT Coursework 

See the Intermediate EPG page 7 for Special Education 504 Accommodations – Accelerated/Honors/GT



Benefits & Considerations for 
Accelerated/Honors/GT Coursework

Benefits of Accelerated/Honors/GT Coursework Considerations for Accelerated/Honors/GT Coursework

• Acquire the deep and complex thinking skills needed to be 
successful in rigorous coursework in high school and 
college.

• Priority on discussions, rigorous learning, real-world 
application, across content connection, and clear and 
persuasive writing.

• The ability to prioritize time and interests
• A positive attitude toward challenging coursework
• A strong work ethic
• Encouragement of current teachers to participate in 

advanced level academics
• Independent study habits
• Performance on state assessments

CCISD has a genuine commitment to preparing ALL students for challenging academic work. 
We encourage all students to reap the benefits of rigorous coursework. 

When selecting courses, please be mindful of the CCISD Course Level Change Procedures on 
page 11 of the Intermediate Educational Planning Guide.



Advanced Mathematics Courses

Any student in 6th grade may enroll in advanced mathematics courses following CCISD 

Guidelines. Enrollment in advanced mathematics courses in 6th grade may enable 

students to enroll in Algebra I in 8th grade. Senate Bill 2124 requires school districts 

to place students in a 6th grade advanced mathematics course who perform in 

the top 40% of the State on the 5th-grade Math STAAR. CCISD will automatically 

enroll all these students in advanced math coursework when scores are received. 

Parents and students may opt out of this automatic enrollment in July. If affected, 

communication about this process will be sent to parents regarding the scores and 

course selection will be sent in July. 





What Other Opportunities of Choice Does 
my Student have in 6th grade?

6th Grade Elective Options:
• Art
• Band
• Choir
• Future Problem Solvers
• Health and Fitness
• Pre-Athletics
• Leadership Development Corps (LDC)
• Orchestra
• Theatre Arts



Planning Ahead…
Intermediate Requirements:

• All students in Intermediate School must be 
enrolled in at least one Fine Arts course in 
grades 6, 7, or 8.

• All students in Intermediate School are 
required to complete a minimum of four 
semesters or two years of Health and 
Fitness (Health and Fitness, Pre-Athletics, 
Athletics, LDC, or Dance (8th grade only)).

• All 8th grade students must take College and 
Career Readiness – Professional 
Communications which is a one-semester 
course that students receive 0.5 High School 
Credits for taking. This will not course does 
not count towards High School GPA and 
Rank.



Course Selection Tools



Course Selection Tools

On Wednesday, February 4, 2026, every incoming 6th grade 
student will receive the following:

• 2026-2027 Intermediate Educational Planning 
Guide (EPG)

• Course Selection Planning Worksheet

• Skyward Course Selection Directions

• 3-year planning template



2026-2027 
Intermediate 
Educational 

Planning 
Guide (EPG)



Course 
Selection 
Planning 

Worksheet



Keys to Course Selections Success
* Skyward Student Access for course selection:

 Opens February 4, 2026, and closes February 14, 2026

* Students must enter their 2026-2027 course requests  

   ONLINE using their SKYWARD STUDENT ACCESS account.

* Enter and select alternate elective requests!

* Course Selection worksheets are due to your elementary     

   campus by February 14, 2026.



Advanced Academic Programs
There are many benefits of Accelerated/Honors/GT Coursework.

• When determining if Accelerated/Honors/GT courses are right for your family, please consider:

• Is your child able to prioritize time and interests?

• Does your child have a positive attitude toward challenging coursework?

• Does your child have a strong work ethic?

• Are their current teachers encouraging them to participate in advanced-level academics?

• What are their independent study habits?

• How are they performing on state assessments?

Be mindful of the Course Level Change Procedures on page 11 of the Intermediate EPG.

 





Intermediate Grading



Grading in CCISD

Elementary

Standards-Based Grading

• Communicates proficiency 
level on specific state 
standards

• Multiple topics assessed and 
reported in each subject area

• Work habits and behaviors 
listed separately

• Allows learners to set and 
reach incremental goals

Secondary

Traditional Grading

• Assigns grades including daily 
work and major grades

• Grades are averaged for each 
grading period and the 
semester,

• 100-point grading scale with a 
passing standard of 70%.



Tips for Intermediate 
Success



Insert Campus-Specific Information

Topics to consider:
• Parent Tips for Success 

• Support your student with:
• typing and computer skills
• designate a time and place for homework
• help your child get organized.

• Join PTA/WatchDogs/Booster Clubs
• Skyward and Canvas tips
• Listen and read the informative weekly communication 

(callouts or emails)
• Be cautious of your child’s online/social media activity



Please don’t forget course 
selection materials are due 

February 18, 2026. 

Your elementary counselor is 
always there to help and so 

are we!



We cannot wait for you to 
be part of the (insert 

campus mascot) family!
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