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SHAWNEE MISSION SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL

Hard-Hat Hero
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HARD HAT HERO

Amanda Bussone

February®% 2026 ‘

We believe ALL All means ALL!
students can and will  Personalized Learning
learn. for ALL students.

Amanda Bussone teaches science and was
nomi nated by her col |
consistently shows up for students with care,
compassion, and high expectations, building
strong, positive relationships that help every
student feel seen and valued. Amanda has a
gift for meeting s tudents where they are,
supporting both their academic growth and
their mental well -being. She goes above and
beyond to preserve student dignity,

especially when challenges arise, and
approaches every situation with empathy and
professionalism. Her dedica tion, heart for
kids, and unwavering commitment to doing
what 6s best make a
South! o

me a nfi

-Email Dr. Dain to nominate a staff member
for the Hard Hat Hero award.

UNDER ARMOUR.
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()| Get on the ‘Gram!

Follow us on social media!

Iinstagram: @SMSouthRaiders Instagram: @SMSouthTDain
Instagram: @SMSAD_Raiders TikTok: @SMSouthTDain
Instagram: @dr_ben_rich Facebook: SMSouth Dain

Good ‘Gram of the Week!

MY shawneemissionsouthbsu 1h "
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SHAWNEE MISSION SOUTH CALENDAR

MONDAY ‘ TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
FEBRUARY 99 FEBRUARY 110 FEBRUARY 111 FEBRUARY 112 FEBRUARY 113

Odd Block Even Block Odd Block LATE SIARIT NO SCHOOL

5:00-8:00pm Even Block Parent Teachet
Parent Teacher Conferences

Conferences

FEBRUARY 116 FEBRUARY 117 FEBRUARY 118 FEBRUARY 119 FEBRUARY 220

NO SCHOOL Even Block Odd Block LATE SITARIT Odd Block

0:0AIOERAT O( Even Block

FEBRUARY 223

FEBRUARY 224

FEBRUARY 225

FEBRUARY 226

FEBRUARY 227

Traditional: Schedule Even Block QOdd Block LATE SITARIT Odd Block
Even Block
MARCH 22 MARCH 3 MARCH 4 MARCH 5 MARCH 6
Traditional: Schedule Even Block QOdd Block LATE SITARIT QOdd Block
Even Block
MARCH 9 MARCH 110 MARCH 111 MARCH 112 MARCH 113
QOdd Block Even Block QOdd Block LATE SITARIT NO SCHOOL
Even Block Teacher Work:Day.
7:00pm; PTSA Meeting
MARCH 116 MARCH 117 MARCH 118 MARCH 119 MARCH 220
NO SCHOOL NO SCHOOL NO SCHOOL NO SCHOOL NO SCHOOL
SPRINGIBREAK SPRINGIBREAK SPRINGIBREAK SPRINGIBREAK SPRINGIBREAK
MARCH 23 MARCH 24 MARCH 25 MARCH 26 MARCH 27
Traditional: Schedule Even Block QOdd Block LATE SITARIT QOdd Block
Even Block
MARCH 30 MARCH 31 APRIL 11 APRIL 2 APRIL 3
Traditional:Schedule Even Block QOdd Block LATE SIVARIT QOdd Block
Even Block Heritage:
ASSEMDIY,
APRIL 6 APRIL 77 APRIL 8 APRIL 9 APRIL 110
Traditional: Schedule Even Block QOdd Block LATE SIARIT QOdd Block
Even Block
APRIL 113 APRIL 114 APRIL 115 APRIL 116 APRIL 117
QOdd Block Even Block QOdd Block LATE SITARIT NO SCHOOL
Even Block Professionallllearningg
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Raiders!- Nominate your Peers
Click HERE to Nominate for Student of the Week

Luz Espinobarros GarciRecognizeds S a SN S S a LJ;
with the KINDNESS CHAIN as our Student of the Week!

‘ Miﬁm,ﬂilsw
:J_UJ \/ S ,‘&
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THE WEEK
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https://forms.gle/rpiNtc3nHvKyiLfJ8

Raider Family Focus February®% 2026

Health Office Update

FEBRUA RY 2026

S YR, >dYL EBL aVYst TLETADB TT T3TYWOUBL{LE xNaN
01D # g HANDS!! cover coughs, get enough sleep and eat a well balanced meal. Sick;

. stay home. Return when you are fever free for 24hrs without the aid of

medication, and you feel better.

Raiders~~ clothing accidents happen all of the time! However, we do not have
enough space to keep extra clothes. So PLEASE keep them with you, in your locker,
backpack or car.

Parents/Guardians:

Please be aware that you may call your student out at any time, on any day, for
any reason by contacting 993 - 7546. Students should not be sent to the health
office for the purpose of being sent home. The health office will contact you
directly only if we determine that your student needs to go home due to illness.

THIS
IS THE BEGINNING,

The health office is here for you! Need a snack, bandaid, forget your deoderant, OF ANYTHING
something for the headache or just a smile; we got you. YOU

WANT.
Make 2026 the best year ever!!!!

Angie York

SM South Nurse
013.993.7516
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Li nk to ROCKYO:
https://view.gogipper.com/page/1924766

D'Shon Miller

Congratulations to D'Shon on being this month's
Student Athlete of the Month! D'Shon is a junior on
the Swim & Dive team for the Raiders.
Congratulations, D'Shon- we are so proud of you for
representing Shawnee Mission South and being a
positive role model!

Riley Kramer

Congratulations to Riley on being this month's
Student Athlete of the Month! Riley is a freshman on
the varsity Basketball team. - Riley is a key
component for the #1-ranked team in Class 6A.
Congratulations, Riley- we are so proud of you and all
your hard work and accomplishments!



https://view.gogipper.com/page/1924766
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hDUUWAK0Iv5_MTRzTd5XgwJhD1g6x_06/view?usp=sharing
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1599250138/smsdorg/buuomu2hvtqs0i4wgi7i/TheCanvasParentAppSMSDSite1.pdf
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e 7,

Follow @counselingSMS dnstagram/X

Your Last Name Your Counselor
A-C & ELL Nichole Dosland

Dl Chris Shelby

JO Jasmine Morgan
P-T Jennifer Herrmann
U-Z Traci Johnson

1 202627 Enrollment/Course Selections are due Sunday, F&b The
Google Form which can be found in their Canvas must be filled out via the
a0dzRSyidQa {a{5 | OO02dzy (i @

1 The Senior Signing Ceremony is April'"2dhe informational form is
open and in the Class of 2026 Canvas Page. The deadline to submit your
post high school plans is April 19

7 Summer School and Summer eSchadbrmation will be available late
February. Spring eSchool deadline is Feb. 4

1 KC Scholars Scholarships fdt &d 11" gradersis open. This is a great
opportunity for 9" and
11 graders. https://greatjobskc.org/scholarships/The deadline to apply
is Feb. 27

If you or someone you know is feeling unsafe or having thoughts of harming themselves or others, please utilize these
resources:

Call 988/911/Go to an Emergency Room

Call the National Suicide Prevention Hotline a800-273-8255

Text HOME to 741741 to connect with a Crisis Counselor

Visit Johnson County Mental Health Centemd Johnson County Family Resourcés family/adolescent support.
Recursos en Espal- El Centro JoCo Salud Mentake habla Espgol.



https://greatjobskc.org/scholarships/
https://www.jocogov.org/dept/mental-health/home
https://www.jocogov.org/dept/cddo/resources
https://www.elcentroinc.com/
https://www.jocogov.org/dept/mental-health/home
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Upcoming College Visits to South 202626

College and University admissions representatives and Military Recruiters come to the Counseling Center at Shawnet
Mission South to share about the college/university/service branch they represent. If you are interested in attendinfj@ speci
college/uniersity visit, please contact Ms. Young, Counseling Secretamy@ing@smsd.ordo obtain a pass.

Northwest Missouri StatdJ. Wednesday, February 11 9:20
Missouri State University Tuesday, Februar§7 1:.05
March

Johnson County Community Colleg&riday, March 6 1:05



mailto:bryoung@smsd.org
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Kansas

Department for Children
and Families

LOW INCOME ENERGY L
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

LIEAP can help pay your home heating bills!

Applications accepted INCOME GUIDELINES
Jan. 20, 2026— vl fiiou aed
March 31, 2026 iees

£ 2,644

Applications must be received by DCF
by 5 p.m. on March 31, 2026.

$ 3,331

%4019

% 4,706

Qualifying households must: $ 5304

$ 6,081

= not exceed household income limits

* be personally responsible for the heating $ 6,769
fuel costs payable either to the landlord,
utility company, or a fuel vendor

each additional % 688

Funding provided by the U.5. Department of Health &

Human Services, Office of Community Services - Low
Learn more about LIEAP Income Home Energy Assistance Program.

and apply online at
LIEAP.dcf.ks.gov.
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RAIDER R.I.S.E

One student from each grade level will be nominated by their teachers each month
as the Monthly Raider RISE Award Winner. The criteria for award winners to be
nominated will be:

1. No unexcused absences

2. NoF’s

3. No discipline referrals

4. Demonstrate our Raider Core Values:

Respect, Inclusion, Engagement, and Resilience.

December ' January
Free Green Bean coffee

$25 QT

iftC
November S Candt

oOBKQ
- A5 L

\_ Sy

February

10-Minute Arrive Late
5 or Leave Early Ticket
\ (*good for 5 days in Feb)

Free Lunch from Brobecks /

10-Minute Arrive Late inner Winner Chicken Dinner”

or Leave Early Ticket \ Free Lunch from
(*good for 5 days in Oct) Raising Canes March

October

Tour of the School
Roof with Dr. Dain

= 69

UNDER ARMOUR.
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P Ry B S B T B D

click here to watch:
KSMS Raider Report 16: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2z0J9DHcZjs
_ 4 - —

11


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zz0J9DHcZjs
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Occupation Spotlight: High Demand

A

— Knowledge

+« mechanical

Engineering & Technology
Business

February=62026

$15.97

Entry Level Average
Wage

$27.16

\ 172
‘\ "= Experienced

= Level Wage
>

Annual
Openings

=

Automotlve Body & Related Repairers

Also called: Auto Body Man, Automotive Body Technician, Body Man, Body Technician
-

Repair and refinish automotive vehicle bodies and straighten vehicle frames.

7~

+« customer service

Math & Science

« arithmetic, algebra, geometry, calculus,
or statistics

Manufactured or Agricultural Goods

Skills
Basic Skills

0.4%

Annual Growth

High Wage Careers

LONG-
TERM

S

NO
Work
Experience

groups are doing in order to make
improvements

asking good questions

Problem Solving
» noticing a problem and figuring out the
best way to solve it
« manufacture and distribution of products
= v .
p Abilities S P Technology —m
Ideas & Logic You might use software like this:
* notice when problems happen Operating System
« order or arrange things ;
Hand & Finger Use
* keep your arm or hand steady

* hold or move items with your hands

* Microsoft Word

Word Processing

>

« Microsoft Windows

* Microsoft OneNote

Analytical or Scientific

* Swan River Estimiser Pro

 Collision damage estimation software

» keeping track of how well people and/or

* listening to others, not interrupting, and

12



I
EVERY.
DAY.

[ COUNTS!!

Your Attendance Matters!

February®% 2026

District Attendance Specialist
Hello! My name is Memo Rodriguez and | am the Shawnee Mission School Bitgrickance Specialist for the South
high school feeder area. | am here mainly to provide follgppamonitoring of students identified as needing support
for chronic absenteeism,ub other functions | perform are:
1 Iserve as a liaison between students, families, and school teams to facilitate positive student attendance.
1 | cooperate with representatives from social services and law enforcement agencies in cases of mutual
interests.
1 I manage all associated paperwork, arrange for educational facilitators, connect families with needed
community resources.
1 I communicate and work effectively and cooperatively with members of the school district and community tc
promote student attendance.
1 1 work effectively with chronically absent as well as truant students and their families.
1 1 connect families struggling with attendance with appropriate school and community resources.

My hours at South high school are Monday through Friday 7 A.M. to 12 P.M.
Indian Woods middle school hours are Monday through Friday 12:30 P.M. to 3:30 P.M.

If you have any questions regarding phone calls or emails received by me, please feel free to reach out.
Thank you,

Memo Rodriguez

District Attendance Specialist
Shawnee Mission South High School
Indian Woods Middle School
SMSHS913-9937781
IWMS:913993-0699

13
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Memorodriguez@smsd.org

February®% 2026

Attendance Incentive

SHAWNEE MISSION SOUTH

PERFECT NDANCE

o, ;\mﬂ

\ -—-‘/

2 STUDENTS EACH SEMESTER PICK OUT THEIR OWN JORDANS

14


mailto:Memorodriguez@smds.org
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SMS PTSA Membership 2025-26

Scan here to join the SMS PTSA for the 25-26 school year to support programs for our
students and staff. Volunteering is welcome but not required.

https:/shawneemissionsouth.givebacks.com/shop

Your membership helps fund these programs, activities, services and
MORE:

e PTSA Scholarships
» Refreshments for Spirit Dances
« Raider Rally for Freshman
e Citizenship Writing Contest
e South Area Kid Fest
» Teacher Conference Day Meals
e Spirit Wear
» Senior Breakfast
» Reflections Art Contest
e Support of SMAC Clothing Center
« Come Look at South Night
e Cram and Cocoa
e Teacher Appreciation Week

15
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o 1/12 — January PTSA Meeting (Updated)
of 1/27 - Come Look at South Night

o 2/7 - WPA Dance

o 3/9 — March PTSA Meeting (Updated)
o 4/6 - April PTSA Meeting

o 5/19 — Graduation @

o 5/22 - Last Day of School

SM SOUTH
PISA

SAVE THE DATES, RAIDERS!

IMPORTANT DATES FOR THE
2025-26 SCHOOL YEAR

= =2
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4 SM SOUTH PTSA 4

Senelarsnip
QpPERERINt

Open to all Class of 2026 Raiders

Check out the application -
https://tinyurl.com/9sdc37p5

Scholarship questions?
Text Tania 816.729.0780
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AND HOW DO | SHOW IT?

% CITIZENSHIP

WRITING PROGRAM

Congratulations to our Shawnee
Mission South participants! These
winning entries have been submitted to
the district-level competition!

< 10th Grade Poetry - 1st Place Award of Excellence -
Mia Clark
% 11th Grade Essay - 1st Place Award of Excellence -

Victoria Olberding
% 11th Grade Poetry - 1st Place Award of Excellence -

Lydia McColligan
4 12th Grade Poetry - 1st Place Award of Excellence -

Hannah Clark

18
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L
NATIONAL PTA I \
REFLECTIONS

e
@)

SMSD Results

The Shawnee Mission South Award of Excellence winners were
eligible to compete in the district-level competition. Congratulations
to all of our participants! Students receiving district Award of

Excellence honors will have their entries submitted to the state
competition!

Literature - 1st Place Award of Excellence - Lydia McColligan
Music Composition - 1st Place Award of Excellence - Zach Foss
Photography - 1st Place Award of Excellence - Mia Clark
Visual Arts - 1st Place Award of Excellence - Caroline Shaw
Film Production - Honorary Mention - Olive Kerr
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PROJECT
GRADUATION

MEETINGS
JAN 8 b

FEB S
MARCH 5

;: APRIL8
ﬁ’. 7PM

IN THE LIBRARY
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PTA NEEDS YOUR
HELP WITH THE
CONFERENCE
NIGHT STAFF
DINNER!

We would love to provide a
catered dinner for all staff
members doing parent-
teacher conferences on the
evening of
February 11*"?

‘ If you are able to contribute,
e ] please Venmo:
Jennifer-Pontier-1

PLEASE PUT: “SMS DINNER” IN THE MEMO.
(LAST 4 DIGITS ARE 1481)
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Wednesday, February 11™, 2026
5:00 - 8:00pm 71 in the Main Gym

Staff Conference Meal
On Wednesday, February 11 th, the PTA would like to provide a catered dinner

for the SMS staff doing conferences that evening. Please consider helping by
monetary donations, Venmo: Jennifer -Pontier -1.

Friday, February 13", 2026
7:40am-3:10pm T Appointment Only

On Friday, conferences will be by appointment in

the teacher 6sToclsaganr amgpom.f o
conferences via Skyward, please follow the

directions found HERE: Conference Scheduler

22


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZSB0g3QBcpHIehDSqo4ILsS6QJ0tEbUk/view
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MAKING THE MOST OF
PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES

O

Zoom Out & Look for
Progress

Parent teacher conferences are
a time to step back and see how
your student is learning overall,
not just grades. Use this time to
celebrate growth, notice
progress that may not show up
in the gradebook, and talk with
the teacher about ways to
support learning.

Questions to ask:
* What has my student been doing
well this semester?

« What is one area we can support at
home to keep improving?

A
Ask about Skills

Conferences are a great chance to
discuss the skills your student is
developing and how they show up
across different classes and
assignments.

Questions to ask:

+ What skills iz my student practicing
now (ex. reading closely, problem
solving, collaborating, or managing
tima)?

+ Which skills (staying organized or
explaiming their thinking, etc.) would be
helpful to keep practicing?

Tips for Students & Families [ AN N

Advocate & Share

Use conferences to share what
motivates your student, their
interests, and their strengths.
This helps teachers make
learning more connected and
meaningful.

Questions to ask:
« What engages my atudent mosat in
class?

« How could my student’s interests or
strengths be included more in
learning’?

Canvas as a Tool

Parent teacher conferences can
also be used to discuss at your
student's work and feedback using
Canvas. Make sure you are added
as an observer and ask the teacher
to show examplaes of work during
the conference,

Questions to ask:
« Can you show an example of my *"':;;-"'-:
student’s work or feedback in Canvas? ':-*..
""
* How can Canvas help us understand
progress going forward?

23
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> il
PowerPrep

IMPROVE YOUR SCORE!

Looking to stand out at a test-optional college? Want to boost your chances for
scholarships? Join our ACT prep class and set yourself apart!

Register here:

Classinformation About the Class
Earty Bird Disgou nt $75 This class shows you how to control
Regular Price: $90 the ACT instead of letting it control
(Sale expires: 2/03/26) you. Learn test-taking strategies that
Friday, February 13th, 2026 help you score higher.
8:30am-215pm CT http//actprep.info/shawneemissionsouth  (This is not a practice test.)

Shawnee Mission South High School

Why students choose us!

"My first ACT | scored a 23 compasite. | got my results back from the October 26th test (my second test) and met my
goal! My composite score (and super score) is now a 26! My Reading score is up 8 points, and English is up 5 points! |
want to thank you very much for your help and tell you how grateful | am to have been able to take your course and |

don’t know if | could've done it without you."
— Mack, Raymore-Peculiar High School (November 2024)

Questions? Go to www.powerprepinc.com.

25
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Cappuccino Days are Back!

M‘, A AT R N
February 11th and 12th (7: 30-11am and 1-3pm)
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0c4aaaa62bab@appuccino
Students and staff can purchase hot drinks and goodies for
themselves or a special someone to benefit PTSA!
We need volunteers to HELP SERVE and to PROVIDE goodies to
sell. Please sign up for multiple slots!
Please bring food no later than 7:30 am to the library on the
day you sign up for! Thank you so much!.

ORGinAL

Siattles”

26


http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0c4aaaa62bab9-cappuccino

SM South Student Councill

SHAWNEE MISSION SOUTH
STUDENT COUNCIL

‘:@mco NIGHT [ ©

One Night. Tons of Fun. Endless Bingos!
o Wednsday,
25 Febuary 2026
5800 W 107" Street
GAME - PRIZE - PARTY

FEEDER SCHOOLS ARE INVITED!
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Sweetheart Dance
Saturday, February 7, 2026

https://www.signupgenius. com/qo/30EO949ACA82FAB&S901365mssweetheart

v ""‘l’" . Y'Re vi'v.- B
A oo SRy 3
v #9"« .'- ': < ..q..“ WY
v v
“ @ ' v ¥ ¢ 'S . <
v

sms

SMS Sweetheart Dance February 7, 2026
@ robin rowland B4 Contact

Please review the available slots below and click on the button to sign up. Thank youl

cShare @ § w

Available Slot

Cases of Water Bottles Sign Up

0 of 15 slots filled
drop off at aux gym 2/7 12-3p

dozen cookies Sign Up

0 of 40 slots filled

28


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0949ACA82FA75-61590136-smssweetheart
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CHEERLEADING ¥
TRYOUTS!

Informational Meeting 2/23/26
6:00 pm * SMS Cafeteria

‘&\‘ :
ui
A%
p.
%
b

3
|

s I

k242

Informational Meeting 2.23.26

WHY JOIN US? 6:00pm South Cafeteria

e Make new friends! * Motivating environment!

e Front row at EVERY game! ¢ Represent SMS!
T e -

s
\“a\."‘ A

29
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