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Stephanie Heath serves as a building substitute 
for us at South: “She has been an incredible help 
in the office while Jane has been away. She goes 
above and beyond every day—assisting with sub 
folders, warmly greeting each substitute, and 
answering their questions with kindness and 
patience. Her friendly, welcoming attitude helps 
make South a place where substitutes truly enjoy 
coming back. As a long-term sub for South on 
several occasions, Stephanie brings a strong 
understanding of our building and how things run. 
She remembers how certain teachers and 
classrooms operate and helps me plan coverage 
more smoothly. On busy mornings, Stephanie is a 
lifesaver. Between answering phones, helping with 
copies, and handling the constant flow of 
questions and requests, she manages it all with 
calm and kindness. Stephanie’s reliability, warmth, 
and professionalism make a real difference in 
keeping our office running smoothly.” 
 
-Email Dr. Dain to nominate a staff member for the 
Hard Hat Hero award. 

Values 
We care about ALL 
students. 

Beliefs 
We believe ALL 
students can and will 
learn. 

Vision 
All means ALL! 
Personalized Learning 
for ALL students. 
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

DECEMBER    22 

NO SCHOOL 

WINTER 

BREAK 

DECEMBER    23 

NO SCHOOL 

WINTER 

BREAK 

DECEMBER    24 

NO SCHOOL 

WINTER 

BREAK 

 

DECEMBER    25 

NO SCHOOL 

WINTER 

BREAK 

DECEMBER    26 

NO SCHOOL 

WINTER 

BREAK 

DECEMBER    29 

NO SCHOOL 

WINTER 

BREAK 

DECEMBER    30 

NO SCHOOL 

WINTER 

BREAK 

DECEMBER    31 

NO SCHOOL 

WINTER 

BREAK 

JANUARY    1 

NO SCHOOL 

WINTER 

BREAK 

JANUARY    2 

NO SCHOOL 

WINTER 

BREAK 

JANUARY    5 

NO SCHOOL 

Teacher  

Work Day 

JANUARY     6 

Traditional Schedule 

 

JANUARY     7 

Traditional Schedule 

 

JANUARY     8 

LATE START 

Even Block  

 

JANUARY     9 

Odd Block 

 

JANUARY    12 

Traditional Schedule 

7:00pm PTSA Meeting 

JANUARY     13 

Even Block 

 

JANUARY     14 

Odd Block 

 

JANUARY     15 

LATE START 

Even Block 

 

JANUARY     16 

Odd Block 

 

JANUARY    19 

NO SCHOOL 

MLK Day 

 

JANUARY     20 

NO SCHOOL 

Professional Learning 

JANUARY     21 

Traditional Schedule 

JANUARY     22 

LATE START 

Even Block 

 

JANUARY     23 

Odd Block 

 

JANUARY    26 

Traditional Schedule 

 

JANUARY     27 

Even Block 

 

6:30-8:30pm  

Come Look at South 

JANUARY     28 

Odd Block 

 

JANUARY     29 

LATE START 

Even Block 

 

JANUARY     30 

Odd Block 

 

FEBRUARY    2 

Traditional Schedule 

 

FEBRUARY    3 

Even Block 

 

 

FEBRUARY    4 

Odd Block 

 

FEBRUARY    5 

LATE START 

Even Block 

 

FEBRUARY    6 

Odd Block 

Sweetheart 

Assembly 

FEBRUARY    9 

Odd Block 

 

FEBRUARY    10 

Even Block 

 

 

FEBRUARY    11 

Odd Block 

5:00-8:00pm 

Parent Teacher 

Conferences 

FEBRUARY    12 

LATE START 

Even Block 

 

FEBRUARY    13 

NO SCHOOL 

Parent Teacher 

Conferences 

 

FEBRUARY    16 

NO SCHOOL 

Presidents’ Day 

FEBRUARY    17 

Even Block 

 

 

FEBRUARY    18 

Odd Block 

 

FEBRUARY    19 

LATE START 

Even Block 

 

FEBRUARY    20 

Odd Block 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY    23 

Traditional Schedule 

 

FEBRUARY    24 

Even Block 

 

 

FEBRUARY    25 

Odd Block 

 

FEBRUARY    26 

LATE START 

Even Block 

 

FEBRUARY    27 

Odd Block 
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Raiders! - Nominate your Peers 
Click HERE to Nominate for Student of the Week  

 Ainsley Thurston Recognized Layne Brimer 
with the KINDNESS CHAIN as our Student of the Week! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://forms.gle/rpiNtc3nHvKyiLfJ8
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Health Office Update 

December 2025 
 

Cold and Flu season is upon us… remember to wash hands, cover 
coughs, get enough sleep and eat a good balanced meal. Sick; stay 
home. Return when you are fever free for 24hrs without the aid of 
medication, and you feel better. Raiders, you have 3 weeks until 
winter break. 

You can do this~~~ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

❄️  Fun Winter Wellness Facts  ❄️  
¶ Cold air can boost brain power: Cooler temperatures help you focus and think more clearly, which is why 

many classrooms stay a little chilly. 
¶ A 10-minute walk in winter can lift your mood:  Moving your body releases endorphins, your natural 

“feel-good” chemicals—even in freezing weather! 
¶ Hydration matters just as much in winter. 

 You can lose as much moisture in cold air as you do in the heat, so drink water even when you don’t feel 
thirsty. 

¶ Handwashing is a winter superpower:  Regular handwashing can reduce your chance of getting a cold by 
up to 50%. 

¶ Laughter boosts your immune system:  A good laugh increases immune cells and infection-fighting 
antibodies—so winter break giggles are good for your health! 

 
 
Parents/Guardians:  Please be aware that you may call your student out at any time, on 
any day, for any reason by contacting 993-7546. Students should not be sent to the 
health office for the purpose of being sent home. The health office will contact you 
directly only if we determine that your student needs to go home due to illness. 
 

 
Wishing everyone a fun, restful, and cozy winter break! 

Angie York 
SM South Nurse 

913.993.7516 
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Link to ROCKYõS RUNDOWN: 

https://view.gogipper.com/page/1924766 

https://view.gogipper.com/page/1924766
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hDUUWAK0Iv5_MTRzTd5XgwJhD1g6x_06/view?usp=sharing
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1599250138/smsdorg/buuomu2hvtqs0i4wgi7i/TheCanvasParentAppSMSDSite1.pdf
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Follow @counselingSMS on Instagram/X  
‘Shawnee Mission South Counseling’ on Facebook 

Your Last Name           Your Counselor  
A-C & ELL                    Nichole Dosland 
D-I                                Chris Shelby 
J-O                               Jasmine Morgan 
P-T                               Jennifer Herrmann 
U-Z                               Traci Johnson 

  

¶ 26-27 Enrollment is approaching. Information was shared with students during advisory on 12/11 regarding 
course planning and 4 year planning. Please view the email that was sent to parents for more information. 

¶ Please look at your 2nd semester schedules and email your counselor if you are missing an hour. Make sure 
to check schedules on January 6th in case anything slightly changed over break.  
 

🎁  Need a little extra help this December? 
If you live in Johnson County and could use support with food and gifts this holiday season, the Johnson County 
Christmas Bureau invites you to apply for their annual Holiday Shop. 
Each December, the Holiday Shop provides families with groceries, personal care items, gifts, and toys. If you 
receive assistance from DCF or other agencies, you may qualify. 

🗓️  This year’s Holiday Shop runs from December 5–13. 

📌  Apply soon to reserve your shopping appointment!  Apply here https://jccb.org/apply-to-shop 

📞  Questions? Call 913-210-4975. Email: clientservices@jccb.org 
 

🎁  ¿Necesitas un poco de ayuda extra este diciembre? 
Si vives en el condado de Johnson y necesitas apoyo con alimentos y regalos durante esta temporada navideña, 
el Johnson County Christmas Bureau te invita a solicitar su Tienda Navideña anual. 
Cada diciembre, la Tienda Navideña ofrece a las familias comestibles, artículos de cuidado personal, regalos y 
juguetes. Si recibes asistencia del DCF u otras agencias, podrías calificar. 

🗓️  La Tienda Navideña de este año se llevará a cabo del 5 al 13 de diciembre. 

📌  ¡Solicita pronto para reservar tu cita de compras!   Solicita aquí https://jccb.org/apply-to-shop 

📞  ¿Preguntas? Llama al 913-210-4975.  Correo electrónico: clientservices@jccb.org 
  
¶ Visit Johnson County Mental Health Center  and Johnson County Family Resources  for family/adolescent 

support. 
¶ Recursos en Español-    El Centro      JoCo Salud Mental- se habla Español.  

  
If you or someone you know is feeling unsafe or having thoughts of harming themselves or others, please utilize these resources: 

Call 988/911/Go to an Emergency Room 
Call the National Suicide Prevention Hotline at 1-800-273-8255 

https://jccb.org/apply-to-shop
mailto:clientservices@jccb.org
https://jccb.org/apply-to-shop
mailto:clientservices@jccb.org
https://www.jocogov.org/dept/mental-health/home
https://www.jocogov.org/dept/cddo/resources
https://www.elcentroinc.com/
https://www.jocogov.org/dept/mental-health/home
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Text HOME to 741741 to connect with a Crisis Counselor 
Recursos en Español-    El Centro      JoCo Salud Mental- se habla Español.  

Upcoming College Visits to South 2025-2026 
College and University admissions representatives and Military Recruiters come to the Counseling Center at Shawnee 

Mission South to share about the college/university/service branch they represent. If you are interested in attending a specific 
college/university visit, please contact Ms. Young, Counseling Secretary, at bryoung@smsd.org  to obtain a pass.    

  

January  
University of Saint Mary   Wednesday, January 7   12:55  
Missouri U. of Science and T.  Wednesday, January 14   1:05   
Wichita State University   Thursday, January 15   1:05   
Kansas State University   Wednesday, January 28   9:20  
  

February  
  
Pittsburg State University  Tuesday, February 3    1:05  

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

https://www.elcentroinc.com/
https://www.jocogov.org/dept/mental-health/home
mailto:bryoung@smsd.org
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click here to watch: 

KSMS Raider Report 13: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vTQx1sNnzG4 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vTQx1sNnzG4


 
 

11 

 

Raider Family Focus December 19, 2025 
 

Occupation Spotlight: High Demand – High Wage Careers 
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Your Attendance Matters!
District Attendance Specialist 

Hello! My name is Memo Rodriguez and I am the Shawnee Mission School District Attendance Specialist for the South 
high school feeder area. I am here mainly to provide follow-up monitoring of students identified as needing support 
for chronic absenteeism, but other functions I perform are: 

¶ I serve as a liaison between students, families, and school teams to facilitate positive student attendance. 

¶ I cooperate with representatives from social services and law enforcement agencies in cases of mutual 

interests. 

¶ I manage all associated paperwork, arrange for educational facilitators, connect families with needed 

community resources. 

¶ I communicate and work effectively and cooperatively with members of the school district and community to 

promote student attendance. 

¶ I work effectively with chronically absent as well as truant students and their families. 

¶ I connect families struggling with attendance with appropriate school and community resources. 
 
My hours at South high school are Monday through Friday 7 A.M. to 12 P.M. 
Indian Woods middle school hours are Monday through Friday 12:30 P.M. to 3:30 P.M. 
 

If you have any questions regarding phone calls or emails received by me, please feel free to reach out. 

 

Thank you, 
 
Memo Rodriguez 
District Attendance Specialist 
Shawnee Mission South High School 

Indian Woods Middle School 
SMSHS: 913-993-7781 
IWMS: 913-993-0699 
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Memorodriguez@smsd.org 

Attendance Incentive 

 

 

mailto:Memorodriguez@smds.org
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Join the Dance Team for our fun-filled Little 
Pace Clinic! Learn cool moves from the 
Pacesetters, have a blast, and perform 
between the Girls and Boys varsity 
basketball games on January 9, 2026!  

Sign up here !  
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Access all SM South athletics and activity event calendar with real -time updates at www.sunflowerleague.org 

Saturday, January 3, 2026   

TBD Basketball: Boys Varsity Tournament vs. Lee's Summit  @  Blue Valley North 

3:30pm Basketball: Girls Varsity Tournament vs. Notre Dame de Sion  @  Blue Valley North 

Monday, January 5, 2026  ï No School ï Teacher Work Day  

6:00pm Wrestling: Girls JV Mixer  @  Basehor-Linwood High School 

Tuesday, January 6, 2026  ï Blocks 2 ï Seminar -  4 ï 6  

4:00pm Basketball: Boys Freshman A Game vs. Blue Valley West  @  Blue Valley West 

4:00pm Basketball: Boys Sophomore Game vs. Blue Valley West  @  Blue Valley West 

5:30pm Basketball: Boys Freshman B Game    vs. Blue Valley West  @  Blue Valley West 

5:30pm Basketball: Boys JV Game vs. Blue Valley West  @  Blue Valley West 

7:00pm Basketball: Boys Varsity Game vs. Blue Valley West  @  Blue Valley West 

Wednesday, January 7, 2026 ï BLOCKS 1 -3 -5 -7  

4:00pm Basketball: Girls C Team Game vs. St. Teresa's Academy  @  St. Teresa's Academy 

5:00pm Wrestling: Boys JV Mixer @  Shawnee Mission South High School 

5:30pm Basketball: Girls JV Game vs. St. Teresa's Academy  @  St. Teresa's Academy 

Thursday, January 8, 2026  -LATE START ï Blocks 2 ï Advisory -  4 ï 6  

6:00pm Basketball: Boys Freshman A Game vs. Shawnee Mission-West  @  Shawnee Mission South High School 

6:00pm Basketball: Boys Sophomore Game vs. Shawnee Mission-West  @  Shawnee Mission South High School 

7:30pm 
Basketball: Boys Freshman B Game 
    

vs. Shawnee Mission-West  @  Shawnee Mission South High School 

Friday, January 9, 2026 ï BLOCKS 1 -3 -5 -7  

3:45pm Basketball: Girls JV Game    vs. Shawnee Mission-West  @  Shawnee Mission South High School 

5:30pm Basketball: Girls Varsity Game    vs. Shawnee Mission-West  @  Shawnee Mission South High School 

5:30pm Basketball: Boys JV Game    vs. Shawnee Mission-West  @  Shawnee Mission South High School 

7:00pm Basketball: Boys Varsity Game    vs. Shawnee Mission-West  @  Shawnee Mission South High School 

Saturday, January 10 , 202 6   

9:00am Wrestling: Joel Rios Tournament  @  Shawnee Mission South High School 

 
 

 

http://teacherweb.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=5872530&e=7F5B4F&c=47EE4&t=0&l=1C2EDC9D&email=jAp7Wbauj2Gy0NKrU0Yw73zXEaHTtGcN&seq=1
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