AP Literature & Composition Summer Work (12" grade) - Ms. Katelyn Hamilton

In AP Literature, we will be reading and analyzing many different texts in which we explore nuances such as theme,
symbolism, characterization, etc. to determine the various interpretations of literature as it applies to social, cultural,
and historical contexts.

Part One: Read the following book. Then, complete the writing assignment based on the book.

The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho **We will have a test over this book the second week of school as well as a
Socratic Seminar.**

For your writing assignment, you are going to write a Personal Legend. As developed in the novel, A Personal
Legend is one's true purpose or destiny, representing what an individual has always desired to achieve. It is a unique
journey that involves overcoming obstacles, listening to the heart, and reading omens, as shown in the story of the
protagonist, Santiago.

What must be included in vour personal legend (AFTER vou read):

1. The Dream (The Signal)
What is a recurring dream or vision you experience? Consider it as a vision of clarity, a silent call to create, to
share, and to translate the complicated, chaotic language of the world into simple stories that give people hope.
What do you want to become, accomplish, and contribute to the world?

2. The Temptations (The Obstacles)
What stopped you because of fear, listening to other people’s expectations, ideas, etc.? What held you back?
Were you living YOUR life or someone else’s idea of what your life should be? As implied in the book, “The
soul of the world continued to show me signs—a beautifully told story, a feeling of discontent when I didn't
write—but I ignored them, choosing security over destiny.”

3. The Mentor (The Alchemist)
The Alchemist guides Santiago, “When I stopped trying to control the outcome and decided to listen to my
heart, the turning point came.” Consider people who didn't give you answers but challenged you to find them.
Think of the "omens”— the moments of serendipity where your passion and the world's needs intersected.

4. The Transformation (The Journey)
What is your personal mission on this earth, and how will you achieve it for yourself rather than fame or
recognition? The “treasure” isn’t materialistic, but the inner freedom that comes with alignment. Consider
having to face your fears, especially that of failure and being vulnerable.

S. The Conclusion (The Treasure)
What is your “treasure”? How did your Personal Legend help you realize what happens when you act on your
dreams and how the universe works with you? Your treasure is not something tangible—it’s what you
discovered about yourself in connection to the universe.

Maktub—It is written.

Requirements:

1. 850-1000+ words, TYPED, MLA format (12-point font, Times New Roman, double spaced, header,
heading, etc.). Print BEFORE you come to class—I will not allow anyone to print in the media center.

2. Due on the first day of school — August 6, 2026.

This will count as a MINOR grade (60%) in the first semester.

4. There will be a test and Socratic Seminar over the book, The Alchemist, during the second week of school to
determine whether or not you read it.

5. Points will be deducted for careless mistakes, evidence of last-minute work, and MLA errors. If you need an
MLA refresher, I suggest this resource:
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style guide/mla formatting_a
nd_style guide.html
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Part Two: Vocabulary Study

AP English Literature “Novel” Vocabulary for Summer Study:

Instructions: Define each of the words below BEFORE beginning your summer reading. Make sure to note part-
of-speech (verb, noun, adjective) AND if any word can be used in more than one way (verb AND noun, noun AND
adjective, etc.); please indicate BOTH definitions. ALSO, be able to PRONOUNCE these words. These words will
recur frequently in the literature we read. I HIGHLY suggest getting an index card ring and begin making flashcards to
study—this is the tried and true method for studying vocab.

QUIZ: During the first week of school, you will be quizzed over these words. I will shuffle vocabulary cards and
randomly draw 10 words. I will call out each word. YOUR TASK will be to SPELL and DEFINE each word, earning
5 points for correct spelling/part of speech and 5 points for correct definition (100 points possible). This will be my
vocabulary procedure for the entire year. NONE of your vocabulary words will “go away.” By the end of the year, I
will be shuffling 250-300 words.

1. plaintive 30. engender
2. portentous 31. capricious
3. semblance 32. countenance
4. penury 33. conjecture
5. desolate 34. inexorable
6. ascetic 35. sardonic
7. sullen 36. impetuous
8. peremptory 37. equivocal
9. soporific 38. transitory
10. ludicrous 39. ephemeral
11. facade 40. obscure
12. approbation 41. sanguine
13. interminable 42. prodigal
14. calumny 43. discern

15. acquiesce 44. profligate
16. propitious 45. languid
17. venerate 46. sententious
18. phlegmatic 47. disposition
19. enigma 48. apoplexy
20. deprecate 49. insuperable
21. noxious 50. indefatigable
22. assiduous

23. solicitous

24. fastidious

25. insipid

26. inveterate

27. enervate

28. trepidation

29. evince



