
 
 

NEWPORT-MESA Unified School District 

Multilingual Programs 
 

 

 

English Learner Advisory Committee (ELAC) 
Corona Del Mar Middle and High School 

Meeting Date:   Tuesday, March 31th                | Time: 8:45 AM-10:00 AM 
Location: Lecture Hall  

Attendance – See attached list. 

-Parents: 22   | -School Staff: 03 | -District Staff: 04| -Guests: 01 ​
 

MINUTES 
Required Topics/ Training Covered: 

Check topic(s) covered at this meeting and reflected in minutes. 

​ 1 
ELAC parent members have been elected by parents or guardians of English learners (ELs).  
Parents or guardians of English learners must constitute at least the same percentage of the 
ELAC membership as their children represent the student body. 

​ 2 Elect one to two members to the District English Learner Advisory Committee (DELAC). 

​ 3 
Training (including receipt of materials) for ELAC members that will assist them in carrying out 
required advisory responsibilities.  Training shall be planned in full consultation with committee 
members. 

​ 4 

Advise the principal and staff in the development of a site plan for ELs as part of the School 
Plan for Student Achievement (SPSA). 

​ Review current year SPSA/Annual Evaluation 
​ Mid-Year SPSA Progress Report 
​ Advise on next year’s SPSA 

​ 5 
Administration of a Districtwide needs assessment on a school-by-school basis to parents of all 
English learners. 

​ 6 Review school results of the EL needs assessment. 

​ 7 Administration of the school’s Annual Language Census; share relevant English learner 
schoolwide data. 

​ 8 Promote ways to make parents aware of the importance of regular school attendance. 

​ 9 Provide input on the Local Control Accountability Plan (LCAP) actions, services, and 
expenditures as they impact English learners and families.  
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I.​ Call To Order/Welcome and Introductions 

The meeting was called to order at 8:45 AM by Principal Dr. Haley and Assistant Principal 
Kristen Kowalczyk Rivas. They welcomed families, thanked them for attending, and 
emphasized the importance of parent involvement and voice in supporting English Learners. 
The purpose of ELAC was briefly reviewed, highlighting its role in advising the school on 
programs and services for EL students. 

Dr. Haley also shared updates on upcoming AP testing, as well as CAASPP and CAST testing, 
which had recently concluded. 

To support all families, interpretation was provided in Russian and Chinese, ensuring full 
participation and engagement during the meeting. 

 

II.​ Approval of Minutes 
Assistant Principal Kristen Kowalczyk Rivas asked families to review the minutes from the 
December 9, 2025 ELAC meeting. 
A motion to approve the minutes was made by Aleksandr Gruzdev and seconded by Maria 
Gorchakova. The minutes were approved as presented. 
 

III.​ District English Learner Advisory Committee (DELAC) Report 

Aleksandr Gruzdev shared updates from the March 25, 2026 DELAC meeting, including the 
various supports and resources available to students and families through DELAC. 

Topics included: 

●​ Wellness supports available for students and families, including mental health resources 
●​ Information about an upcoming Community Resource Fair, providing access to local 

services 
●​ District announcements related to multilingual programs and upcoming opportunities 

Families were encouraged to attend DELAC meetings and stay engaged at the district level. 

 

IV.​ Language Census Data 

Assistant Principal Kristen Kowalczyk Rivas presented current school data to provide insight into 
the English Learner population and overall student demographics at CdM. 

●​ Total enrollment: 2,106 students 
●​ English Learners (EL): 5.9% (124 students) 
●​ Reclassified Fluent English Proficient (RFEP): 6.5% 
●​ Initially Fluent English Proficient (IFEP): 5.6% 
●​ English Only (EO): 82% 

Top languages spoken by EL students: 

●​ Russian: 47.6% 
●​ Mandarin: 21.8% 
●​ Other languages: 30.6% 

Kristen Kowalczyk Rivas explained that this data helps the school understand student needs, 
guide instructional planning, and ensure appropriate support services are in place. It was also 
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noted that 100% of EL students are supported by appropriately authorized teachers, ensuring 
compliance with state requirements and high-quality instruction. 

She emphasized that while the EL population at CdM is relatively small, it is linguistically 
diverse, and the school continues to prioritize inclusive practices and targeted academic 
support. 

V.​   EL Needs Assessment Results (2025–2026) 

Results from the EL Needs Assessment survey were reviewed and discussed. Kristen Kowalczyk 
Rivas explained that the purpose of the survey is to gather direct feedback from families in 
order to better understand their needs and improve programs, communication, and 
engagement opportunities for English Learner students. 

Families were provided access to the survey in multiple languages to ensure participation and 
inclusivity. 

Key highlights from the results included: 

●​ Families reported feeling welcomed, respected, and supported by the school 
community 

●​ Strong agreement that the school provides clear and helpful communication regarding 
student progress, programs, and available resources 

●​ Parents shared that they find ELAC meetings valuable and informative 

Parent preferences identified through the survey: 

●​ Meeting format: 79% prefer in-person meetings, while 21% prefer virtual (Zoom) options 
●​ Meeting time: Majority (87.5%) prefer meetings in the morning 
●​ Communication methods: 66.7% prefer digital communication (email/online platforms), 

while some families still value paper communication 
●​ Childcare needs: Most families indicated they do not require childcare in order to 

attend meetings 

Kristen Kowalczyk Rivas noted that this feedback will be used to guide future ELAC planning, 
including meeting formats, scheduling, communication strategies, and topics for parent 
workshops. The goal is to ensure meetings remain accessible, relevant, and supportive for all 
families. 

VI.​ EL Updates: ELPAC Testing & Reclassification Criteria 

Mr. Tucker, EL Coordinator, provided important updates related to English Learner progress 
and upcoming assessments. 

●​ ELPAC and CAASPP testing have been completed for the year 
●​ ELPAC results will be available soon in Aeries and mailed home over the summer 
●​ Continued focus on strengthening English Language Arts (ELA) skills 

Additional updates included: 

●​ Encouragement for students to read independently to support ongoing language 
development 
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●​ Continued use of IXL for targeted practice and test preparation 
●​ STAR testing will begin in May, with upcoming district guidance on using Lexile levels 

(800L+) as part of the reclassification (RFEP) criteria 
●​ New Academic Language Development and Reading courses have shown positive 

results and strong student engagement this year 

Upcoming opportunities: 

●​ Outrigger Back Bay field trip scheduled for May 14, 2026 

Mr. Tucker encouraged families to stay involved in their student’s learning and to reach out 
with any questions regarding academic progress or support. 

 
VII.​ Guest Speakers - Summer School 2026 & College & Career Technical Education (CTE) 

1. Summer School 2026 – High School Counselor 

Gina Nyeholt, High School Counselor, provided an overview of summer learning 
opportunities available to students. 

●​ Summer session runs from June 15 – July 10, 2026 
●​ Courses offered at Tewinkle Middle School include: 

○​ Comp-Lit 1 A/B 
○​ Algebra 1 A/B 
○​ Physical Education 

●​ Additional coursework is available through Mt. SAC College (June 15 – July 23, 2026) 

Program expectations include: 

●​ First-day Zoom orientation 
●​ Weekly check-ins 
●​ Completion of all coursework by the deadline 

Families were encouraged to consider summer school as an opportunity for academic 
support, credit recovery, and staying on track for graduation. 

2. College & Career Technical Education (CTE) 

Rachel Kloppenburg presented on College & Career Technical Education (CTE) programs 
available at CdM. She provided an overview of CTE pathways, explaining that these are 
hands-on, career-focused courses that allow students to explore different industries and build 
real-world skills. 

Students can participate in multi-year pathways aligned with specific career fields, helping 
them gain experience and prepare for both college and future careers. Opportunities include 
career exploration, skill development, and exposure to industry-relevant learning. 

A highlight shared was the introduction of a new course for the 2026–2027 school year:​
AP Cybersecurity 
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Families were encouraged to explore CTE opportunities as a way to support student 
engagement and future readiness. 

 

VIII.​ Questions/Comments/Evaluations 

Families were given the opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback. Many of the 
questions focused on the CTE program, including course options, pathways, and how 
students can get involved. Additional questions were directed to Gina Nyeholt regarding 
summer school scheduling, course selection, and credit requirements. 

All questions were addressed during the meeting, and families expressed appreciation for the 
clarity and support provided. Parents also shared positive feedback on the information 
presented, particularly regarding ELPAC updates, summer school opportunities, and CTE 
pathways. 

 
IX.​ Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 AM. Families were thanked for their participation and 
continued support. The next ELAC meeting is scheduled for: Tuesday, May 5, 2026 

 

Minutes submitted by: Iryna Bilova, SCF                                                    
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