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• U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor 
visited Cordley Elementary

• Read her book “Just Shine!” to 
the entire school

• Spoke to students about perseverance

Supreme Court Justice Visit
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Patrick Penn (USDA),  Josh 
McDaniel (USDA), Kelly Chanay 
(KSDE), & LPS Director of 
Nutrition & Wellness Julie Henry 
visited Community Connections at 
Pinckney & Hillcrest Elementary.

• Toured CCAP Bakery
• Enjoyed breakfast with students

USDA & KSDE 
Breakfast Visit
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Paraprofessional Appreciation
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2pl5DnR0V3Q&t=123


2026 ACE Awards
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Nathan 
Perkins Rock
Paraprofessional,
Hillcrest Elementary

James
Jarvis
IT Support Specialist,
Lawrence Public Schools



Scholastic Art Awards Nationals
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Leila Albaugh
Lawrence High School
Gold Medal

Wren Jay
Lawrence High School
Gold Medal

Rilo Scholz
Lawrence High School
Gold Medal

Lynorah Roberts
Lawrence High School
Gold Medal



Free State High School Geometry in 
Construction class installed new, 
grant-funded greenhouse for 
Juvenile Detention Center.

• JDC will use year-round for 
agricultural programming 
& growing plant starts for 
school gardens

FSHS CTE Project
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Community Connections at Pinckney students took 
home 1st place at the Johnson County Community 
College 2026 Job Olympics.
• Earned 10 first-place finishes & 48 medals

CCAP Job Olympics Champs
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Lawrence Virtual School staff will proctor state 
assessments for students enrolled throughout Kansas:

• 2 days in Wichita
• 2 days in Topeka
• 4 days in Lawrence
• 4 days in Overland Park 

Remote testing option, proctored by MonitorEDU, 
takes place in late April/early May.

LVS State Assessments
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Renovation work has begun onsite at Choice 
Campus at Centennial. 

• Roof replacement is scheduled 
to begin this month

• Demolition phase is 
nearing completion

Centennial Renovations
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Kindergarten Orientation
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Wednesday, April 22
• Future Kindergarten families,

please enroll before April 22
• NO SCHOOL for 

CURRENT Kindergartners

See orientation schedule at:
www.usd497.org/kindergarten



To help 5th graders prepare for middle school:

• Middle school counselors will visit 
elementary schools to connect

• 5th grade students will visit middle schools

• Families should return completed course 
selection forms to their student’s 5th grade 
teacher by Monday, April 20

Middle School Transition
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• Friday, Apr. 17
EC-HS No School 

• Wednesday, Apr. 22
New Kindergarten Orientation Day
Current Kindergartners No School

• Monday, Apr. 27 (6:00 PM)
Board of Education Meeting @ ESC

Important Dates
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