
Minnetonka Early 
Childhood Family 
Education (ECFE)

Registration Opens May 1 at 8 AM
Visit minnetonkacommunityed.org or scan the QR code.
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Welcome to Early 
Childhood 
Family Education
Greetings and welcome to 
Minnetonka Public Schools! 

We are thrilled to have your 
family consider our Early 
Childhood Family Education 
(ECFE) program opportunities 
for the coming year. 

ECFE and Preschool are often 
the first steps in a child’s Min-
netonka Schools journey. As 
you explore our classes, we 
hope you’ll notice what makes 
them so special. A central part 
of it is the connection of car-
ing, experienced teachers who create engaging and personalized learning opportunities in 
a welcoming and student-centered environment. We also offer flexibility, with options de-
signed to fit a variety of family schedules and needs.

Our community is a place where every child is valued, supported and inspired to grow with 
confidence and curiosity. Here, students learn to explore their world and build a foundation 
for a future full of possibilities. Most importantly, we believe parents are partners in every 
step of the journey. We can’t wait to get to know you and your child, and to work together to 
make these early years joyful and meaningful.

Warmly,

David Law
Superintendent of Schools
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Be Kind. 
Be Safe. 

Be Helpful. 
Our preschool and ECFE programs 
are built on these values, helping 

children and families learn, 
play and grow in a nurturing 

environment.

Contact Us

Molly Bahneman............................ 952-401-6830
Preschool, ECFE & Junior Explorers Coordinator

Dorothea McCabe..........................952-401-6812
Preschool & ECFE Office Assistant

Junior Explorers.............................952-401-6838
Billing & Enrollment

Attendance Line....................................952-401-6813
Child & Family Support Program.. 952-401-6820
Early Childhood Screening...............952-401-6840
Early Childhood Special Ed.............. 952-401-6808
Family Coaching & Support..............952-283-8191
Health Office...........................................952-401-5993
Helping Us Grow...................................952-283-8185
MCEC Front Desk...................................952-401-6800
Preschool Financial Assistance.......952-283-8191
Youth Programs.............................. 952-401-6800

Follow us on Instagram and see 
how we practice these values!
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What is Early Childhood 
Family Education?
Early Childhood Family Education (ECFE) is where families find the support, 
connection, and confidence every parent deserves. Licensed parent educators lead 
meaningful learning for adults, and licensed early childhood teachers create nurturing, 
play-based experiences for children. Parents and caregivers learn with and from each other 
while children play, explore, and grow in a safe, welcoming environment. ECFE celebrates 
the diverse cultures, perspectives, and parenting styles in our community, creating a place 
where every family feels seen and supported. More than a class, ECFE builds relationships, 
strengthens parenting confidence, and lays the foundation for healthy child development.

Раннее семейное образование для детей – это место, где семьи находят 
поддержку, общение и уверенность, которые заслуживает каждый родитель. 
Лицензированные педагоги для родителей проводят значимые занятия для взрослых, а 
лицензированные учителя раннего детства создают заботливую, игровую среду для детей. 
Родители и опекуны учатся друг у друга, пока дети играют, исследуют и 
развиваются в безопасной, гостеприимной обстановке. ECFE ценит разнообразие 
культур, взглядов и стилей воспитания в нашем сообществе, создавая 
пространство, где каждая семья чувствует себя замеченной и поддержанной. 
ECFE – это больше, чем просто занятия; это строит отношения, укрепляет уверенность 
родителей и закладывает основу для здорового развития ребенка.

Waxbarashada Qoyska ee Hore ee Carruurta (ECFE) waa meesha 
qoysasku ka helaan taageero, xiriir, iyo kalsooni ay mudan yihiin waalidiinta oo 
dhan. Macalimiinta shatiga leh ee waalidka waxay hagaan barasho macno leh oo 
loogu talagalay dadka waaweyn, halka macalimiinta shatiga leh ee horumarinta 
carruurta ay abuuraan khibrado daryeel iyo ciyaar-ku-saleysan oo carruurta ah. 
Waalidiinta iyo daryeelayaasha waxay wax ka bartaan midba midka kale iyada oo 
carruurtu ciyaarayaan, baadhayaan, oo ku koraan jawi ammaan ah oo soo dhawayn leh. 
ECFE waxay xushmeyneysaa dhaqamada kala duwan, aragtiyaha, iyo qaababka tarbiyada 
ee bulshadeena, iyadoo abuuraysa meel qoys kasta dareemo in la arko lana taageero. 
ECFE waa wax ka badan fasal; waxay dhistaa xiriirro, xoojisaa kalsoonida waalidnimo, 
waxayna dhistaa aasaaska horumarinta caafimaad ee ilmaha.

La Educación Familiar de la Primera Infancia (ECFE) es un 
espacio donde las familias encuentran el apoyo, la conexión y la confianza que 
todo padre merece. Los educadores parentales con licencia guían aprendizajes 
significativos para los adultos, y los maestros de educación infantil con 
licencia crean experiencias de juego y aprendizaje cuidadosas para los niños. 
Los padres y cuidadores aprenden unos de otros mientras los niños juegan, exploran y crecen 
en un ambiente seguro y acogedor. ECFE celebra las diversas culturas, perspectivas y estilos de 
crianza en nuestra comunidad, creando un lugar donde cada familia se sienta vista y apoyada. 
Más que una clase, ECFE construye relaciones, fortalece la confianza parental y sienta las 
bases para un desarrollo infantil saludable.
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•	 Non-Separating Classes: Parents remain in the parent-child room for the entire session.
•	 Gradually Separating Classes: Parents transition from being in the parent-child room 

to a separate discussion room over time.
•	 Separating Classes: Parents move to a different room for discussion after the parent-

child activity time, while the children enjoy a light snack and further explore the 
classroom with guidance from a licensed Early Childhood teacher and support staff.

Meet our ECFE Team

From Left to Right, 
Rachel Robinson, Early Childhood Teacher,

Sarah Ridgway, Early Childhood & Parent Educator, 
Molly Bahneman, Coordinator of Minnetonka Preschool, ECFE & Junior Explorers,

Jennifer Wenner, Parent Educator, 
& Anne Levine, Parent Educator 

 

It takes a village 
to raise a child. 

Grow your 
village through 

ECFE!

Our model of separation is gradual. Strong adult-child relationships provide young 
children with a sense of comfort, safety, confidence, and encouragement as they grow 
more independent. The gradual separation progression in our ECFE classes is an intentional, 
developmentally appropriate practice that supports the attachment relationship.

What does separation look like in ECFE?

Creating a Safe Space to 
Learn to Separate
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Explore Our Classes
ECFE classes start the week of Sept. 14 | Ages are by Sept. 1, 2026 

Early Childhood and Family Education:
Ages and Stages

ECFE Ages and Stages Classes are designed to foster strong parent-child relationships 
through interactive activities and educator-led discussions at each developmental stage of 
your child’s life. Join our engaging weekly classes, where mutual support, shared growth, 
and collaboration embody the spirit of “it takes a village to raise a child.”

Title Age Description Class Information

On the 
Move

6-12 
mos.

Gradually Separating
As your newborn transitions into 
babyhood, you encounter a world 
of new experiences and milestones 
together. 

Tuesdays, Sept. 15-June 8, 
9-10:30 AM  * 

Just 
Toddling

12-18 
mos.

Gradually Separating 
Toddlers are inquisitive and always 
on the move. Explore parenting your 
adventurous child during this rapid 
growth phase.

Mondays, Sept. 14-June 7, 
9-10:30 AM  *
or  
Tuesdays, Sept. 15-June 8, 
10:45 AM-12:15 PM  * 

Curious 
Climbers

18-24 
mos.

Gradually Separating 
Your curious toddler is into everything 
and expanding their vocabulary 
daily. Discover how to support their 
development through play.

Tuesdays, Sept. 15-June 8, 
9-10:30 AM *
or  
Fridays, Sept. 18-June 4, 
9-10:30 AM *

Big Little 
Kids

24-36 
mos.

Separating 
Learn how to parent a toddler who 
is talking, becoming independent, 
and challenging rules with newfound 
confidence.

Tuesdays, Sept. 15-June 8, 
10:45 AM-12:15 PM *
or
Wednesdays, Sept. 16-June 2, 
8:45-10:15 AM *

For 
class pricing see the Sliding Fee Scale on page 17

The * symbol denotes classes with sibling care available. 
Learn more about sibling care on page 17.

ECFE for Everyone | Ages 1-4 | Separating 
This class can be a great fit for families with multiple children between 
the ages of 1-4. Join other families with young children for fun, hands-
on activities followed by discussion with a licensed parent educator. 
Conversation topics may range from behavior strategies to sleeping 
routines to sibling relationships. Please register each child separately.

Thursdays, Sept. 17-June 3, 8:45-10:15 AM *

For class 
pricing see the 

Sliding Fee Scale 
on page 17
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ECFE classes start the week of Sept. 14 | Ages are by Sept. 1, 2026 

Empowered Parenting: Topic-Focused Learning

Dive deeper into the world of parenting. These classes are designed for parents who are 
eager to explore specific parenting topics in greater detail. Whether you’re a new parent or 
a seasoned veteran, you’ll find valuable insights and practical strategies to enhance your 
parenting journey.

Each session focuses on a different aspect of parenting, providing you with the tools and 
knowledge to navigate the challenges and joys of raising children. Engage in meaningful 
discussions, share experiences with fellow parents, and gain expert advice tailored to your 
needs. Join us for an enriching experience that will empower you to be the best parent you 
can be. Let’s grow and learn together in a supportive and nurturing environment.

•	 Separating Classes (9–10:30 AM): After parent-child activity time, parents move to a 
separate room for discussion. Children remain in the classroom for a light snack and 
continued play, guided by a licensed Early Childhood Teacher and staff.

•	 Parent-Only Classes (11:30 AM–12:30 PM): Registration includes Lunch Bunch for 
your preschooler during class time.

Title Age Description Class Type Class Information

Emotions

18-36 
mos.

Gain practical tools 
and insights to create a 
harmonious and supportive 
environment for both you 
and your child. 

Separating
Thursdays, 
Sept. 17-Dec. 3
9-10:30 AM *

3-4 
yrs. Parent-Only

Wednesdays, 
Sept. 16-Nov. 18
11:30 AM-12:30 PM *

Discipline 
and Limits

18-36 
mos.

Learn techniques to set 
clear limits, foster positive 
behavior to create a 
respectful and nurturing 
relationship with your child.

Separating
Thursdays, 
Jan. 7-March 11
9-10:30 AM *

3-4 
yrs. Parent-Only

Wednesdays, 
Jan. 6-March 17
11:30 AM-12:30 PM *

Family 
Resilience

18-36 
mos.

Gain strategies to help 
you and your child build 
resilience, manage stress, 
solve problems, and create 
a supportive family culture 
that turns setbacks into 
growth.

Separating
Thursdays, 
April 8-June 3 
9-10:30 AM *

3-4 
yrs. Parent-Only

Wednesdays, 
April 7-June 2
11:30 AM-12:30 PM *

The * symbol denotes classes with sibling care available. 

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!
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Other Classes

Oh Baby | Birth-12 months | Non-Separating
Meet other families with newborns and 
enjoy time with your new baby. Spend the 
entire class together, engaged in sensory 
and movement activities and a licensed 
educator-led discussion. Learn about your 
baby’s growth and development, how to 
develop healthy eating and sleeping habits 
and what research tells us about your baby’s 
important first experiences. Sign up for the 
full session or 10 weeks at a time.

Mondays, Sept. 14-June 7, 11 AM-12:15 PM * 
Thursdays, Sept. 17-June 3, 10:45 AM-12 PM * 
Saturdays, Jan. 9-March 20, 10:45 AM-12 PM

Rhythm and Rhyme - Music Class | 
Birth-36 months | Non-Separating 
In this engaging and interactive class, your 
little one will explore the world of music 
through singing, dancing, and playing 
instruments. Each session is filled with fun 
activities that promote rhythm, coordination, 
and social skills. Parents and caregivers 
are encouraged to participate, making it a 
wonderful bonding experience. Come and 
discover the joy of music with your child in a 
supportive and nurturing environment.

Fridays, Sept. 18-Dec. 18, 9-10 AM * 
Fridays, January 8-March 19, 9-10 AM * 
Fridays, April 9-June 4, 9-10 AM * 

Rise & Shine | 1-4 years | Separating
Experience a winter Saturday morning 
learning adventure. Enjoy quality time 
playing and learning together through 
activities designed for you and your child. 
Enhance your parenting skills through 
engaging discussions while your children 
interact with their peers and teachers. During 
separation, your child will enjoy a snack and 
playtime in the gym. Register for Rise & Shine 
on its own, or add Stay & Play to extend the 
fun with an additional 30 minutes in the 
MCEC gym after class. 

Saturdays, Jan. 9-March 20, 9-10:30 AM 

Let’s Play! | 18 months-3 years | 
Non-Separating

Caregivers and children learn together in this 
fun, hands-on class all about the power of 
play. Perfect for nannies, grandparents, and 
new parents, this class shows how simple, 
everyday moments can spark learning 
and connection. Led by a Licensed Early 
Childhood Educator, we demystify the idea 
that play needs to be planned or elaborate. 
You will explore easy ways to notice, join, 
and support children’s natural play while you 
play alongside them.

Mondays, Sep. 14-June 7, 10:45-11:45 AM

Helping Us Grow (HUG)

We can’t wait to meet your new arrival! Schedule your free 
parent educator visit today. 
Every family in the Minnetonka School District with a child from 
birth-36 months is eligible for a free gift and parenting resource bag 
courtesy of Minnetonka Schools, local community partners, and 
Helping Us Grow. A licensed parent educator will come 
to your home to drop off the bag and set up a time to 
meet with you either virtually or in person. We would 
love the opportunity to get to know you and your family! 

NEW!
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Ready-Set Preschool | 30-35 months | 
Separating (on parent-child day) 
We recognize that children develop along 
a continuum and this class is perfect for 
children who are working towards the 
independence skills needed for preschool. 
This unique blend of parent-child time and 
peer group interaction offers an introductory 
preschool experience. The child-only 
day gives your child a chance to interact 
independently with peers and is led by a 
licensed early childhood teacher. The parent-
child day is playtime together, followed by a 
separate discussion led by a licensed parent 
educator. 

Mondays, Sept. 14-June 7, 8:45-10:45 AM & 
Wednesdays, Sept. 16-June 2, 8:45-10:15 AM *

NEW! ECFE for the Elementary Years | 
Grades K-3 | Parent Only

Join us for a relaxed, monthly lunch-hour 
virtual meet-up for parents of kids in early 
elementary school. Connect with other 
parents, chat about real-life challenges, share 
ideas, and get your questions answered. A 
Licensed Parent Educator will facilitate the 
conversations and provide developmentally 
appropriate resources to support your 
parenting during the early elementary years. 

Classes are held virtually from 12-1 PM.

RSK/Kindergarten: 
Mondays, Oct. 5, Nov. 9, Dec. 14, Jan. 11, 
Feb. 22, March 15, April 19 & May 17

1st Grade: 
Thursdays, Oct. 29, Nov. 19, Dec. 17, Jan. 14, 
Feb. 18, March 18, April 22 & May 20

2nd Grade: 
Mondays, Sep. 28, Nov. 2, Dec. 7, Feb. 8, 
March 8, April 12 & May 10

3rd Grade: 
Thursdays, Oct. 8, Nov. 12, Dec. 10, Jan. 7, 
Feb. 11, March 11, April 8 & May 6

Our programs 
support caregivers 

of children from 
birth through the 

teen years. 
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Class 
Calendar

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

8:45 AM 

Ready-Set 
Preschool 

Mondays
Sept. 14-June 7
8:45-10:45 AM

Big Little Kids 
Wednesdays

Sep.16-June 2
8:45-10:15 AM 

Ready-Set 
Preschool 
Wednesdays

Sept. 16-June 2
8:45-10:15 AM

ECFE for 
Everyone
Thursdays

Sep.17-June 3
8:45-10:15 AM 

9 AM

Just Toddling 
Mondays

Sep.14- June 7
9-10:30 AM 

On the Move 
Tuesdays

Sep.15-June 8
9-10:30 AM

Curious 
Climbers 
Tuesdays

Sep.15-June 8
9-10:30 AM 

Empowered 
Parenting 

(18-36 
months)

(10 week 
sessions*)

Thursdays
Sep.17-June 3 

9-10:30 AM 

Curious 
Climbers 

Fridays
Sep.18-June 4

9-10:30 AM 

Rhythm & 
Rhyme 
(10 week 

sessions*) 
Fridays

Sep. 18-June 4 
9-10 AM 

9:15 AM 

9:30 AM

9:45 AM 

10 AM 

10:15 AM

10:30 AM

Free Fridays! 
Fridays

Sep. 18-June 4
10:30-11:30 AM

10:45 AM

Let’s Play!
Mondays

Sep.14-June 7
10:45-11:45 AM 

Big Little Kids 
Tuesdays

Sep.15-June 8
10:45 AM-12:15 

PM

Just Toddling 
Tuesdays

Sep.15-June 8
10:45 AM-12:15 

PM

Oh Baby
Thursdays

Sep.17-June 3
10:45 AM-12 PM 

11 AM

Oh Baby
Mondays

Sep.14-June 7
11 AM-12:15 PM 

11:15 AM

11:30 AM Empowered 
Parenting 
(3-4 years)

(10 week 
sessions*)

Wednesdays
Sep.16-June 2 

11:30 AM-12:30 
PM

11:45 AM

12 PM

12:15 PM
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

8:45 AM 

Ready-Set 
Preschool 

Mondays
Sept. 14-June 7
8:45-10:45 AM

Big Little Kids 
Wednesdays

Sep.16-June 2
8:45-10:15 AM 

Ready-Set 
Preschool 
Wednesdays

Sept. 16-June 2
8:45-10:15 AM

ECFE for 
Everyone
Thursdays

Sep.17-June 3
8:45-10:15 AM 

9 AM

Just Toddling 
Mondays

Sep.14- June 7
9-10:30 AM 

On the Move 
Tuesdays

Sep.15-June 8
9-10:30 AM

Curious 
Climbers 
Tuesdays

Sep.15-June 8
9-10:30 AM 

Empowered 
Parenting 

(18-36 
months)

(10 week 
sessions*)

Thursdays
Sep.17-June 3 

9-10:30 AM 

Curious 
Climbers 

Fridays
Sep.18-June 4

9-10:30 AM 

Rhythm & 
Rhyme 
(10 week 

sessions*) 
Fridays

Sep. 18-June 4 
9-10 AM 

9:15 AM 

9:30 AM

9:45 AM 

10 AM 

10:15 AM

10:30 AM

Free Fridays! 
Fridays

Sep. 18-June 4
10:30-11:30 AM

10:45 AM

Let’s Play!
Mondays

Sep.14-June 7
10:45-11:45 AM 

Big Little Kids 
Tuesdays

Sep.15-June 8
10:45 AM-12:15 

PM

Just Toddling 
Tuesdays

Sep.15-June 8
10:45 AM-12:15 

PM

Oh Baby
Thursdays

Sep.17-June 3
10:45 AM-12 PM 

11 AM

Oh Baby
Mondays

Sep.14-June 7
11 AM-12:15 PM 

11:15 AM

11:30 AM Empowered 
Parenting 
(3-4 years)

(10 week 
sessions*)

Wednesdays
Sep.16-June 2 

11:30 AM-12:30 
PM

11:45 AM

12 PM

12:15 PM

* Empowered Parenting and 
Rhythm & Rhyme classes run in 10-
week sessions. You may register for 
one or multiple sessions.

My favorite part about ECFE is feeling safe, welcomed
and supported to share any feelings as a parent and also 
knowing my toddler is in safe, welcoming, supportive hands.

— ECFE Parent“

-ECFE Team
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Jess, when did you start participating in Minnetonka 
ECFE classes? 
I started participating in ECFE classes when my oldest 
was only 7 months old, about 7 years ago! I have been 
in ECFE classes with all three of my kiddos from only 
months old to when they start preschool. I cannot 
believe I’m currently in my last ECFE class ever, [it] 
makes me emotional.

How did you hear about ECFE? 
I was a Kindergarten teacher in the Minnetonka district and knew that when I had kids, I 
wanted to make sure I did ECFE with them. I knew a lot about 6-year-olds and knew nothing 
about babies!! 

Tell me what you like most about Minnetonka ECFE? 
There is so much to love about Minnetonka ECFE but some of my favorite things are the 
teachers and all the activities they prepare for us in class. They are well thought out, age-
appropriate, and so engaging for these kiddos! 

Not everyone knows about ECFE. Why would you 
recommend ECFE to others?

I have been recommending Minnetonka ECFE to 
everyone I meet for years, especially first-time 

parents!! I think that it was one of the things that 
saved me when I first started staying at home 
with my firstborn. I didn’t have a close “stay-at 
-home” community and with being a very social 
person, it was crucial for meeting other people 
in the same stage of life. It also helped me learn 
how to deal with obstacles that I would face as 
a first time parent and even still today helps me 

with my third who is so different from my first 
two. I learn something new each year I take ECFE. 

I can’t say enough good things and I’m so thankful 
we live in a state that offers ECFE. How lucky are we? 

“I have met so 
many parents and 
nannies through 
ECFE. Some of my 

closest friends 
today I met in ECFE 

and we have 
continued our 

friendship through 
elementary 

school. 
— Jess Marcantonio

Finding 
Community 
with ECFE:

A conversation with 
Jess Marcantonio,

mom of three.
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Engaging, topic-focused 10 week classes for parents, led by a licensed parent educator 
with expert guidance from a licensed therapist, offering practical tools and insights to 
support confident, connected parenting.

Title Description Class Information

Better 
Together

Parent-Only
Discovering your child has special needs comes 
with a host of emotions and questions. This group 
is centered around creating connection and 
support.

Mondays 
4:30-5:30 PM
Oct. 19-Dec. 21
Jan. 11-March 22 
April 12-June 7

Perfectly 
Imperfect 
Parenting

Parent-Only
Are you feeling the pressures and expectations 
of parenting? Connect with other parents to 
share your experiences and gain valuable insights 
and techniques to navigate the challenges, and 
embrace the unique joys and triumphs in a safe 
and welcoming space.

Wednesdays
10:45 AM-12:15 PM
Oct. 7-Dec. 16
Jan. 13-March 24
April 7-June 2

Dad Lab: 
Connect, 
Learn, Grow

Parent-Only
Join this welcoming and empowering space 
designed specifically for fathers and father figures 
who want to deepen their parenting journey. In 
a culture where parenting roles are often shaped 
by outdated stereotypes, Dad Lab encourages 
participants to challenge those norms and embrace 
an engaged, nurturing approach to fatherhood.

Saturdays 
9-10:30 AM 
Jan. 16-March 20

Build confidence in your 
parenting. 

 Learn strategies that  work.  
Connect with other parents. 

Parent 
Education 
Plus
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Early Childhood Screening

Early Childhood Screening is a free and easy check-up on your child’s growth and develop-
ment, required by the State of Minnesota for preschool-aged 
children (ages 3-5) before entering public school. 
 
Learn about your child’s 
•	 Vision
•	 Hearing
•	 Height and Weight
•	 Large and fine muscle skills
•	 Thinking, language and communication skills
•	 Social and emotional development
•	 Immunization status 

Individualized Parent/Caregiver Coaching & Family Support

Children do not come with instructions and parenting does not have a manual. Fam-
ily Education is a state supported program offered through school districts, designed 
to give parents and caregivers real, research-based support during every stage of their 
child’s development.

Parents and caregivers can meet one on one with a licensed Parent Educator for individ-
ualized coaching. Together, you can talk through challenges, explore new strategies, and 
discover what works best for your unique family.

Whether you are navigating toddler behaviors, school transitions, sibling 
conflict, or even the teenage years, support can make all the difference. 
ECFE is here to help you feel confident, connected, and ready for whatever 
comes next.

Schedule a 
screening today!

Early Childhood Story Line

Call 952-401-6899
Story time is just a phone call away! 

Call our Story Line to hear a new story each 
week read by Minnetonka Preschool 

& ECFE guest readers. 

To listen to 
archived stories, 

scan the QR code: 
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Registration 
now open for 
the 2026-27 
School Year!

3s Preschool (Must be 3 years old by Sept. 1, 2026)

418-2 Tuesday/Thursday 8:30-11 AM  $308 

418-4 Monday/Wednesday/Friday 8:30-11 AM  $418 

418-8 Monday-Thursday 12:30-3 PM  $527 

4s Preschool (Must be 4 years old by Sept. 1, 2026)

STEAM Monday/Tuesday/
Wednesday 12:45-3:45 PM  $448 

Nature 
Adventure Monday-Thursday 12:30-3:30 PM  $614 

Minnetonka Preschool 

Free Fridays
10:30-11:30 AM • See class dates online.

Free Fridays are a great opportunity to experience our early childhood programs at no 
cost! These one-hour classes provide a fun and engaging environment for children, 
alongside their caregivers. Registration opens two weeks before each class date—come 
and try us out! 

Friday Friends
For all ages

Let’s play! This class lets your child connect with 
others through play in a space designed for little 
ones. Guided by a licensed parent educator, children 
practice social and emotional skills while parents 
learn how to support their growth.

Once Upon a 
Storytime
For ages birth-36 
months

Let’s read! Minnetonka ECFE and Helping Us Grow 
(HUG) invite your family to story time! Connect with 
other parents, enjoy stories and songs, and take 
home a free book. Older siblings welcome.

Science Fridays 
For ages 1-4 years

Let’s experiment! Through guided activities, we’ll 
spark curiosity and exploration. Each activity is easy 
to recreate at home for hours of hands-on fun with 
your little one.

Minnetonka Preschool is a part of the Minnetonka School District and shares the commitment 
to world class, child-centered excellence. We focus on preparing children for elementary school 
by using developmentally appropriate, research-based curriculum and assessment for children 
starting at 31 months. 
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Bubble Science Fun

Mix, play, and explore with your own 
homemade bubbles! 
 
Recipe: 
1 cup water 
2 TBSP light corn syrup 
4 TBSP dish soap
 
Blow bubbles using a wand, straw, or your 
hands. 
How big can you make them?
 
The Science: 
The ingredients are stretchy, so when you blow air in, the solution
stretches and traps it inside to form a bubble!

Try This 
at Home! 

“Play is often talked about as if it were 
a relief from serious learning. But for 

children, play is serious learning. Play is 
really the work of childhood.

— Fred Rogers

Make It a Challenge:
•	 Who can make the 

biggest bubble?
•	 Can you catch a 

bubble without 
popping it?

•	 What happens if you 
change the amount 
of soap or corn 
syrup?
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Learn more 
about our 

policies

Cancellations & Refunds

Full refunds are given when Minnetonka Preschool & ECFE cancels a course you are registered 
for (you will be notified via email). If you need to withdraw from a class, the request must be 
submitted via email to Dorothea.McCabe@MinnetonkaSchools.org. Please include your 
child’s name, name of the class and the last day attending in the email.

For ECFE families, refund requests must be received 5 business days before the first day of 
class for a full refund minus a $20 cancellation fee. No refunds are given for missed classes. No 
refunds are issued when requests are received less than 5 business days before the first day of 
class. 

2026-27 ECFE Sliding Fee Scale

Gross Annual 
Household Income

Weekly ECFE 
Classes

10 Week 
Classes

Sibling 
Care 
Per Child

Sibling 
Care 
Per Child 
(10 weeks)

Over $130,000 $655 $182 $340 $94

$100-129,999 $558 $155 $326 $90

$80-99,999 $459 $127 $280 $78

$60-79,999 $361 $100 $219 $61

$40-59,999 $263 $73 $147 $41

Under $40,000 No Fee No Fee $27 $8

The fees 
listed on the 
Sliding Fee 
Scale below 
are based on 
your family’s 

combined 
gross 

household 
income, per 
Minnesota 

law. 

Pricing 
& Policies 

Sibling Care | 3 months-5 years

The * symbol denotes classes with sibling care available. Trained 
paraprofessionals provide a warm and friendly atmosphere with 
weekly art activities. Register for sibling care at the same time as 
ECFE classes. See sliding fee chart above for sibling care fees. The 
drop-in sibling care fee is $15 and based upon availability. 

Please note: Parents must remain in the building while their children 
attend sibling care.
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See the fun in action!

Follow Us on Facebook & 
Instagram!

@minnetonkapreschoolecfe
@minnetonkapreschool

Preschool 
Open House 2027

Join us for the 2027 Minnetonka 
Preschool  Open House on Saturday, 

January 30, 2027. At this event you will 
be able to meet the teachers, tour class-

rooms, ask questions, and learn more 
about Minnetonka Preschool. 

Discover more from
Minnetonka Community Education!
From Mini Tonka Soccer and swim lessons 

to summer language immersion camps and 
hands-on STEM opportunities, there’s some-
thing for every age and interest. Explore our 

catalogs and register today 
at minnetonkacommunityed.org.
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How to 
Register

Registration opens on 
May 1 at 8 AM

ONLINE
minnetonkaschools.arux.app

VIA PHONE
952-401-6812

IN PERSON
4584 Vine Hill Road, 

Excelsior, MN

My favorite part about ECFE is feeling safe, welcomed
and supported to share any feelings as a parent and also 
knowing my toddler is in safe, welcoming, supportive hands.

— ECFE Parent“
-ECFE Team
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Minnetonka Community Education
4584 Vine Hill Road
Excelsior, MN 55331

For students ages 33 months-5 years

Start Your Educational Journey With 

Minnetonka Preschool

To register, visit minnetonkacommunityed.org or scan the QR code.

Space Still 
Available for 
the 2026-27 
School Year!


