
 

 

The Ouachita Parish School Board met in regular session on Tuesday, March 10, 2026, at 

twelve (12:00) o’clock p.m. at its regular meeting place, the Ouachita Parish School Board office.  

Note: There were no comment cards completed for an agenda business item. Additionally, there 

were no remote requests for any agenda business item addressed in this meeting. 

 President Tommy Comeaux called the meeting to order as he welcomed visitors and guests. 

Presence of the following members was verified through roll call: Tommy Comeaux, Shere May, 

Mike Batey, Jerry R. Hicks, Harold McCoy, Dabo Graves, and Greg Manley; followed by the 

presentation of colors by Richwood High JROTC, Pledge of Allegiance by Jerry Hicks, and the 

Invocation offered by Shere May.  

 Jerry Hicks made the motion, seconded by Mike Batey, to approve the minutes of the 

February 10, 2026, regular meeting as written. Motion carried without opposition. 

 Shere May made the motion to approve the Agenda, seconded by Mike Batey. Motion 

carried by all members.  

 During the Personnel Report, Superintendent Guice introduced Jane Biggs as the new 

Elementary Director. He also announced Angela Spivey as Interim Title 1 Supervisor, along with Dr. 

Jenkins as the Principal at Shady Grove Lower Elementary and Janitra Underwood as Principal at 

Robinson Upper Elementary for the 2026-2027 school year. He reported the opening of the Principal 

positions at Sterlington Middle and Woodlawn Elementary.  

 Aline Smead presented the first Item of Business, Special Recognitions, by recognizing two 

Student Support Services employees, Physical Therapist Abby Comeaux Russell, and Occupational 

Therapist Mary Margaret Hildebrand for being named state finalists in the 2026 Louisiana School 

Health Service Provider of the Year awards program. They will compete for the state title this 

summer.  

 The next Item of Business, Presentation of Building Bridges Grant, was introduced by Aline 

Smead. The West Monroe-West Ouachita Chamber of Commerce Adopt-A-School Program 

partnered with Pattern Energy-Southern Spirit Transmission and a private donor to award 11 

Building Grants totaling over $4,600 to Ouachita Parish Teachers.  

• Lindsey Spillers, Central Elementary 

• Misty Holyfield, Central Elementary 

• Lindsay Reynolds, Robinson Elementary 

• Dvawn Maza, Shady Grove Elementary 

• Crystal McBride, Calhoun Middle 

• Krystin Louis, Riser Middle 

• Virginia Koonce, West Ridge Middle 

• Lisa Sims, Woodlawn Junior 

• Shelby Augustine, Ouachita High 

• Allison Lovelady, West Monroe High 

• Lt. Col. Mark S. Hart, West Monroe High 

 The third Item of Business, Consideration and Approval of Agreement to Convey Property, 

was presented by Mike Batey making a motion to approve an agreement for an in-kind trade of 408 

acres of Board-owned land north of Cheniere Lake for 174.5 acres of land equal in value adjacent to 

Woodlawn Elementary. The motion was seconded by Shere May and passed unopposed.  



 

 

The 4th Item of Business, Finance Committee Report, was presented by Jason Thompson. 

The Committee met on February 19, 2026, on two items, Substitute Pay Increase and Differentiated 

Pay Distribution. The Board discussed and accepted the report as written. 

 Regina Mekus presented the 5th Item of Business, Consider Resolution for Differentiated Pay 

Distribution FY 2025-2026 by asking the School Board to approve a Resolution to provide a one-

time salary supplement allocated by the Louisiana Department of Education to teachers that meet 

one or more of the four requirements set forth.  

• Highly effective classroom teachers 

• Classroom teachers in critical shortage areas 

• Classroom teachers working in high needs schools 

• Classroom teachers in teacher leadership roles 

Harold McCoy made a motion to adopt this resolution, seconded by Dabo Graves. Motion carried 

unopposed.  

The 6th item of business, Financial Report for January 31, 2026, was presented by Regina 

Mekus. The report includes 3 years of data for comparison, with everything on target for a balanced 

budget. The Board discussed and accepted the report as presented. 

 Regina Mekus presented the 7th Business Item, Consider Approval of Cooperative Endeavor 

Agreement between State of LA and OPSB for three Appropriations. Shere May made a motion for 

approval, giving Board President, Tommy Comeaux, the authority to sign the Cooperative Endeavor 

Agreements. Motion was seconded by Mike Batey and passed unopposed.  

 Business Item # 8, Policy for Consideration, EFAB Employee and Student Acceptable Use 

Policy for A. I., was introduced by Adam Hunsucker. After discussion of the Board, Greg Manley 

made a motion to approve the policy, seconded by Harold McCoy, motion passed unanimously.  

Item # 9, Consideration and selection of architect for WMHS Greenhouse project was 

introduced by Tommy Comeaux recommending TBA Studios. Mike Batey made a motion to accept 

this recommendation, seconded by Jerry Hicks, motion passed with Shere May abstaining due to a 

family member being employed by a related company.  

Item # 10, Consideration and selection of architect for WMHS roof replacement was 
presented by Steven Hemphill. Jerry Hicks made a motion to select The Architecture Alliance Group, 
seconded by Dabo Graves, motion carried unopposed.  

 
 Item # 11, Consideration and selection of architect for Lenwil Elementary bathroom 

renovation, was introduced with Jerry Hicks making a motion to select TBA Studios, seconded by 
Harold McCoy. Motion carried with Shere May abstaining.  

 
 Jared Peters presented the 12th Business Item, Consideration and approval of Cooperative 

Endeavor Agreement with Ouachita Parish Sheriff’s Office to allow OPSB to donate two retired 

buses to the law enforcement agency for safety training activities. Jerry Hicks made a motion to 

approve the Agreement, seconded by Greg Manley, motion carried unopposed.  

 Steven Hemphill presented the 13th Item of Business, Construction/Renovation Projects 

Report. The Board discussed and accepted the report as written.  



 

 

  Purchasing Agent Jared Peters presented the Evaluation of Bids beginning with Item #1 14-

26, with lowest bidder being Ryan Watson Construction for $505,000. Dabo Graves made a motion 

to accept the recommendation, seconded by Greg Manley, motion carried unopposed. 

 For Item #2, 19-26, WOHS Roof Replacement, Mr. Peters requested the board approve the 

lowest responsive bidder, Grizzly Roofing, in the amount of $418,475. Mike Batey made a motion to 

approve the recommendation seconded by Shere May, motion carried unopposed.  

 Item # 3, 20-26, Kiroli Roof Replacement, Mr. Peters requested the board approve Barron 

Services with the lowest responsive bid of $316,982. Jerry Hicks made a motion to approve the 

recommendation, seconded by Mike Batey, motion carried unanimously.  

 Item # 4, 32-26, Sensory Playground Surfacing, Jared Peters recommended the lowest 

responsive bidder Ideal Construction, in the amount was $318,060. Mike Batey made a motion to 

approve the recommendation, seconded by Shere May, motion carried unopposed.  

 Item 5, RFQ33-26, Architect/Engineer of Record related to Winter Storm Fern, Jared Peters 

recommended the highest scoring firm, TBA Studios. Greg Manley made a motion to approve the 

recommendation, seconded by Harold McCoy, motion carried with Shere May abstaining.  

 Jared Peters asked Permission to Bid for 4-line items, 35-26 WMHS Riggs Street Parking 

Lot, 36-26 Lenwil Elementary Bathroom Renovation, 37-26 WOHS Media Room Furnishings, 38-26 

Band Instrument Bid. Mike Batey made a motion to approve the permissions, seconded by Dabo 

Graves, motion carried unopposed.  

 In the President’s Report, Mr. Comeaux stated the next meeting would be April 14, 2026, 

and reminded the Board of the LSBA Annual Conference in Baton Rouge at the end of the month.  

 In the Superintendent’s Report, Mr. Guice stated the 2026 Regular Legislative Session 

convened on Monday, March 9, with over 1,300 bills filed for consideration. He also reminded the 

Board of Spring Break the week of March 23-27 and the Easter Holidays coming up.  

 There being no further business, Mike Batey made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Greg 

Manley. Motion carried and adjourned at 1:01 p.m. 

 

OUACHITA PARISH SCHOOL BOARD 

       

      Tommy Comeaux, President 

ATTEST: 

 

Todd Guice, Secretary 

/sl 


