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Ben Hill County, located in South Central 
Georgia, was established in 1906 and 

named for Benjamin Harvey Hill, US 
Senator of Georgia.
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ÅBen Hill has only one incorporated 

city, Fitzgerald, (named after 

Philander H. Fitzgerald, a Union 

pension attorney) established in 

1895. 

ÅFitzgerald was founded by former 

Union soldiers on a 100,000 acre 

tract.
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Ben Hill County & Fitzgerald
HISTORICAL ROOTS



6

Å@êĢľâ×ėÀüÓȂě ĔüÀăăêăâ êăÍüħÓ×ě

homage to both the Union and 

Confederacy. Streets were 

named for Union and 

Confederate generals, 

southern rivers, southern 

plants, and notable ships.
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Blue & Gray Museum, a space 

dedicated to the founding 

story of Fitzgerald and its 

roots in the Civil War.



7Lee-Grant Hotel  circa  1898



8Garbutt-DonovanBuilding circa  1910



ÅBen Hill Countyƀs most prominent 

industrial sectors are food and 

beverage processing, wood products, 

plastics, and metal fabrication.

ÅBen Hill County Schools is the largest 

employer for the county.

ÅThe total population of Ben Hill County 

stands at 17,194.
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Ben Hill County
OVERVIEW



ÅThe city of Fitzgerald is notable for its 

population of wild Burmese chickens. The 

presence of these exotic birds is the result 

of a 1960s wildlife project by the 

Department of Natural Resources, which 

initially released them near the Ocmulgee 

River for hunting purposes before the 

flock migrated into Fitzgerald city limits.

ÅEvery March, Fitzgerald rolls out the red 

carpet for its feathered residents during 

the lively Wild Chicken Festival.
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Fitzgerald
OVERVIEW



11Modern Day Carnegie Center



12Modern Day Garbutt-Donovan Building 
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Ben Hill County Schools was
established in 1990 after a
consolidation with Fitzgerald
City Schools. The District is
currently comprised of Ben Hill
Preschool, Ben Hill Primary
School, Ben Hill Elementary
School, Ben Hill Middle School,
and Fitzgerald High School
College and Career Academy.

Ben Hill County Schools
EST. 1990



Ben Hill County Schools
MISSION STATEMENT

Empowering all students for success.
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One ƁFamilyƂ committed to student success every day.
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Ben Hill County Schools
VISION STATEMENT



In Ben Hill County Schools, we believeŻ

Growth for all students is possible and expectedŻ

Success is achieved when all students reach their potentialŻ

Students deserve the best of all our efforts and resources...

Respectful relationships among all stakeholders create a positive learning experienceŻ

Learning requires a commitment from all educators, students, parents, and other 

stakeholdersŻ

ƁFamilyƂ encompasses all of Ben Hill County: its schools, citizens, and resourcesŻ

ALL MEANS ALL!
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Ben Hill County Schools
BELIEF STATEMENTS



Current Enrollment

Preschool PK3-PK4 189

Primary School K-2 600

Elementary 
School

3-5 571

Middle School 6-8 548

High School 9-12 781

District 2,689
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Ben Hill County Schools
INSTITUTIONAL OVERVIEW
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Revenue Sources

Federal 21%

State 58%

Local 17%

Other 4%

Race/Ethnicity

Black 43.6%

White 39.4%

Hispanic 12.2%

Multi 4.1%

Asian 0.3%

Other 0.07%

Metric Ben Hill State

Graduation Rate 92.2% 87.2%

College & Career 
Readiness

75.9% 75.9%

Economically 
Disadvantaged

100% N/A

Ben Hill County Schools
INSTITUTIONAL OVERVIEW



Student Transportation

Routes 25

Buses 40

Drivers 25

Substitute Drivers 11

Bus Monitors 17

Daily Transported Students 1,346

Daily Route Miles 1,995
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Ben Hill County Schools
INSTITUTIONAL OVERVIEW


