
 

  

  

  

 

   
   

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER 
Principal: Barbara Gerard                    Phone: 907-746-2358 

http://matsuk12.us/acc                 Fax: 907-746-2368 
                                                                       
 

 

 

April 10, 2026 

Hello Academy Families! 
 

We are currently collecting donations for Academy’s Annual 

Schoolwide Yard Sale. The storage unit is AVAILABLE NOW and ready to accept 

donations! 
 

Academy’s Annual Yard Sale 

The Annual Academy Yard Sale is designed to be an important hands-on 

learning opportunity for our students. Students in 4th through 7th grade play an 

active role in making this event both an exciting community gathering and a 

successful fundraiser. 
 

The Yard Sale will take place on Friday, May 15 and Saturday, May 16, followed 

by clean-up and the haul-away of any unsold items. 
 

Through this experience, students learn the art of running a business and 

develop valuable entrepreneurial skills. They gain experience in customer 

service, merchandising and display setup, organization, teamwork, and working 

scheduled shifts — all while contributing to their school community. 
 

Funds raised from the Yard Sale help offset the cost of: 

• Extended and specialty field trips 

• Academy’s unique middle school Electives 

• Academy’s unique middle school Intensives 

• Outdoor Fitness programs 

• Many additional enrichment activities incorporated into the school day 

 
We Need Your Gently Used Items! 

You may drop off items at: 

Affordable Storage / U-Haul Mini Storage 

(Located at the end of Ellen Street, behind Carr’s and McDonald’s) 

• Gate Code: *33526 

• Storage Unit: #304 

• Lock Code: 2358 

• Access Hours: 7:00 AM – 9:00 PM 

Please place loose items inside boxes whenever possible. 
 

If you know someone who is moving, please encourage them to donate their 

excess items to support our school! 
 

We are especially looking for: 

• Furniture, tools, working appliances, outdoor furniture, BBQ grills, 

artwork, bicycles, yard equipment in good condition, kitchen items, and 

knickknacks. 
 

Thank you for supporting Academy and helping make this valuable student 

learning experience a success! 
 

With Warm Regards, 

Barbara Gerard, Principal 

907-841-5704 

Barbara.Gerard@matsuk12.us  
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Date: Event: 

4/14-15 Alaska Star Testing, 3-8th Grade 

4/14-16 MAP Testing, 2nd Grade 

4/20-22 MClass Benchmark Testing, K-3rd 

4/20 5th Grade Pig Dissection, 1:20pm 

4/22 4th Grade Frog Dissection, 1:20pm 

4/23 
1st Grade Singing Zoologist Fieldtrip 

Show starts at 10:30am 
Alaska Center for the Performing Arts 

4/29 

Taekwondo Demonstration 
Gym 

K-4: 12:20-1:00pm 
5-7: 1:00-1:40pm 

4/30 
3rd Grade Piano Recital, 1:20-2:30pm 

Music Room 

 

5/1 
K-5 Choir Concert, 1:20-2:20pm 

Gym 

5/4 2nd Grade Kids Don’t Float Presentation 

5/6 
Middle School Dance, 6:00pm 

Palmer Train Depot 

5/8 
World Fair 

Open to the public at 2:15pm 

5/12 
Early Release, 12:45pm 
KG Graduation, noon 

8th Grade Graduation, 6:00pm 

5/13-15 Exit Interviews 

5/15-16 
Yard Sale Fundraiser 

Grades 4-7 

 

 

➢ Looking for 2-liter bottles 

➢ There are still slots available for the Frog Dissection (4/22) 
from 1:15-2:30pm.  Sign up in front of the office! 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

    

 

  

 

 

    

     

    

  

     

  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’ve had a fun and engaging week in second grade! 

 

In language arts, students learned about conjunctions and how to use them to create compound sentences. They also 

worked on writing narrative stories, focusing on adding details, clear sequencing, and creative ideas. 

 

In math, we explored geometry by building 3D shapes using marshmallows and toothpicks—a hands-on activity that 

helped students better understand vertices, edges, and faces. 

 

We are also getting ready for the MAP test next week. Students have been working hard, and we are encouraging them 

to feel confident and do their best. 

 

Mrs. Saunders and Mrs. Kramer   

Erin.Saunders@matsuk12.us      Kimberly.Kramer@matsuk12.us 

      

 

This week Kindergarten enjoyed 

stories, songs, and poems about rain 

and ducks.  We also added 15 words 

to our Spalding spelling books.  We 

finished the first spelling list for the 

program and began the next.  What 

an exciting testament to their hard 

work. 

 

Solid shapes were on the menu for math this week.  Students 

explored and learned the names for cone, cube, sphere, and 

cylinder.  We made the shapes from paper for them to bring 

home and continue to practice the names. 

 

Thank you to all the families that have signed up to help with all 

the activities coming up.  Little Red Hen's bread is up first this 

next Thursday morning.  If you have a bread machine or time to 

help first thing in the morning, please sign up by the office. If 

you signed up to help with a world fair backdrop, please 

remember to include part that the students help with.  

 

Have a wonderful weekend:-) 

 

Mrs. Berg    Verona.Berg@matsuk12.us  

Grimes Gambit 
Language Arts – Celebration!  We’ve reached an exciting milestone—we’ve completed the final part of Spalding List R! 
It’s been wonderful to see how much students’ spelling and handwriting have grown throughout the year.  We’ve also 
finished our last Spalding test. Students will continue adding words to their notebooks, but there will be no more weekly 
tests.  We’ve also been focusing on close reading, answering comprehension questions, and writing paragraphs that 
include evidence from the text.  We also previewed the practice STAR test to help students feel confident and prepared 
for next week.  I’m so proud of all their hard work and growth this year! 
 

Math - This week, students jumped into our “Carnival Math Review Camp!” They’ve been 
reviewing key math skills to help refresh their learning and get ready for next week.  We’ve 
been practicing two- and three-step word problems, measurement, fractions, graphing, 
geometry, area, perimeter, and multiplication and division.  Students have been working 
incredibly hard—I’m so proud of their effort! 

 
Mrs. Grimes   Austin.Grimes@matsuk12.us  

 

 

 
 

The permission slips to the Singing Zoologist on April 23rd have 

been sent home!  

 

THANK YOU for all the support with World-Fair projects!   

Due:  April 24th. 

 

LAST SPELLING LIST WAS SENT HOME TODAY!  We will have a 

Spalding celebration party on April 17th.  Students will be 

allowed to bring one item to school (fitting in a backpack and 

non-electronic) for a Show & Tell time.  

 

Highlights: 

• Core Knowledge folktale: “All Stories are Anansi’s.” 

• Core Knowledge sayings booklet was completed and 

sent home. 

• Time unit has started in math. 

Contact us anytime! 
 

Mrs. Mayer & Mrs. Drummond 

Betsy.Mayer@matsuk12.us     Jessica.Drummond@matsuk12.us  
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Nielsen’s News: 

Thank you for making time to join us at our World Fair 

meeting. If you missed it, check out the email for World Fair to 

sign-up for volunteering and supplies. Thank you so much for 

all your support! 
 

ELA- 

• Reading- This week we read about earthquakes, 

tsunamis, volcanoes, geysers, and hot springs. We 

watched a demonstration on plate tectonics and 

vicariously traveled to Yellowstone National Park through 

Mrs. Nielsen’s pictures from there. 

• Spalding- We entered list S3 and introduced the 

phonograms: cu, aigh, & ge. 

• Grammar: We reviewed adverbs 

• Writing: In preparation for state testing, we used the 

acronym RACES to write a Response to Reading 

paragraph. Restate the question, Answer the question, 

Cite evidence in the text, Explain the evidence, and 

Summarize. They are becoming masterful writers.  
 

Math- This week in geometry we covered drawing and 

problem-solving angles, classifying and drawing triangles and 

quadrilaterals, and symmetry. We are on the home stretch for 

finishing our ALEKS pies. Do you know how many topics your 

child has left? He or she might need to do a topic or  

two a night to finish their pie by the end of the year. 
 

Mrs. Nielsen  Laurie.Nielsen@matsuk12.us  

 

Benbow’s Buzz 
Thank you to all of the families who came to our World Fair meeting 
on Wednesday!  If you were unable to attend but still want to 
participate (or get some volunteer hours checked off) please reach 
out to myself or Mrs. Nielsen! 
 

We have sent out two permission slips for upcoming field trips on 
April 28 and May 11. We sent them out early with hopes of securing 

drivers, so please make sure to mark the dates on your calendars 🙂   
 

Language Arts - We continued our unit on Geology this week! We 
covered the layers of the earth, Plate Tectonics, and what makes the 
earth shake! Please remember that there is a minimum daily 
requirement of reading for at least 30 minutes every day for all 
fourth graders! We will continue to practice sentence writing every 
morning, which consists of identifying and correcting fragments and 
run-on sentences, as well as unscrambling sentences and writing all 
four sentence types. We are practicing adding dependent clauses 
that provide contextual information during our spelling lessons. 
Additionally, our Daily Language Review topics this week are Greek & 
Latin roots and their meanings, compound subjects, capitalizing 
proper adjectives and sentence revision. 
 

Math - We are still measuring! We continued our measurement unit 
by working through the metric versions of linear, weight and 
capacity.  The class is super excited for our next task, but you will 
have to ask your student to tell you all about it! Automatic recall is 
vital to success in fourth grade math, even as we work through 
fractions! Although we will continue to practice multiplication facts 
every day in class, I do ask you to make sure that your child finds time 
at home to practice as well. Just a few minutes a day can make such a 
difference. 
 

Please reach out to me if you have any questions or concerns!  
cherie.benbow@matsuk12.us 

 

The Glanville Weekly  

Language Arts: This week, we worked through a test-prep bootcamp to prepare for the upcoming AKSTAR assessment. One area we 
focused on was practicing skills and strategies to help students find answers using textual evidence. We also practiced writing opinion 
paragraphs, where students used information from a passage to support their responses. Since this is their first time taking the test, we 
also spent time working through practice questions on the sample test to help build confidence. 
 

The Language Arts test will be on Tuesday, followed by the Math test on Wednesday next week. We completed our final 30-word 
spelling test and have one more spelling assessment left. We will continue practicing phonograms and their sounds to support reading 
and spelling. 
 

Math: This week in math, we continued our geometry unit by exploring the attributes of quadrilaterals and how they relate to other 
shapes. Students also practiced measuring to the nearest quarter inch, partitioning shapes into equal parts, and reviewing equivalent 
fractions.  In preparation for the upcoming AKSTAR assessment, we reviewed a practice math test and learned how to effectively use the 
available tools. This practice helps students feel more confident and prepared. Students are also making excellent progress in mastering 
their multiplication and division facts through daily five-minute practice sessions. It has been wonderful to see their growth and 
increased confidence! 
 

In addition, students have continued working in ALEKS as they complete topics within their 3rd-grade learning pie. Many students are 
very close to finishing their 3rd-grade ALEKS work and will earn a lunch of their choice—great motivation for their hard work!  Students 
are welcome to continue working on ALEKS at home. However, we kindly ask that Knowledge Checks not be completed at home, as they 
are important for accurately determining each student’s progress and areas for growth. 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out.  Mrs. Glanville  Megan.Glanville@matsuk12.us  
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The Manley Minute: 
 

It’s spring testing time! This week we spent time preparing for 

the upcoming AK STAR test.  Students completed a practice test 

to become more familiar with the format and expectations. We 

also discussed helpful testing strategies for both school and 

home. Thank you for ensuring our student is well rested, eats a 

nutritional breakfast, and has an individually packages snack 

Monday and Tuesday next week. This week we took the science 

test on Friday. I’m proud of their hard work and focus! 

 

Language Arts:  In addition to test preparation, we continued 

working on our Renaissance biography projects. Students 

finalized their research notes, organized their ideas using an 

outline, and began drafting their rough drafts. It’s exciting to see 

their knowledge of historical figures come together in their 

writing! 

 

Math: In addition to test preparation, students completed a 

spiral math review over concepts we’ve learned this year. We 

also celebrated our progress in ALEKS by having our 90% party. 

This means our class average is above 90%! Well done! 

 

Mrs. Manley    

Patsy.Manley@matsuk12.us    

Sturgis Super 

Students! 
 

Language Arts--We've packed in a lot this week. We took 

our last spelling test on Wednesday but will continue to 

analyze words and use them in sentences throughout the 

rest of the year. Students continued to add to their 

Matanuska Forest Visitor Guide plan and will make a 

finished product by the end of the year. We also looked 

at a few chapters in our Native Americans reader and will 

continue to learn about this important part of history. 

 

Math--With testing next week, we've been doing some 

review of all we've learned throughout the year. It is fun 

to see what students remember, and there have been a 

few areas where we need to brush up on some skills. I 

am very excited to see how everyone does on next 

week's testing. The class has worked incredibly hard this 

year. 

 

Mrs. Sturgis    

Sabra.Sturgis@matsuk12.us      

 

4th - 8th  Grade Outdoor 
Fitness 

Trail running and biking season ended Wednesday 

afternoon in a wet and sloppy mess.  It'll be a while 

before we're enjoying the trails again.  Students need 

to bring indoor shoes and outdoor exercise 

shoes/boots so we can keep the mud off our gym 

equipment and floor.  The class will be doing 

exercises and activities on whatever dry ground we 

can find while we wait for the woods and fields to 

thaw and dry. 

 

Mr. Schumacher    

Jared.Schumacher@matsuk12.us      

Mrs. Molly    

Molly.Nichols@matsuk12.us  

 

Schumacher Math  
We worked hard on geometry lessons and assessments in class 

this week.   

 

Our first few balloon cars are being built, so let the measuring 

and experimenting commence!  Students have a Balloon Car 

slideshow to work on and a grading rubric to guide academic 

efforts.   Don't help too much with car construction, or your 

child will struggle to succeed independently at school.   

 

As with all our challenge projects, it is a privilege to participate 

when students have completed their work to a satisfactory 

level. 

 

Have a good weekend! 

 

Mr. Schumacher   Jared.Schumacher@matsuk12.us  
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Our artists have been busy creating exciting 

pieces for the World Fair!  

Kindergarten students made an interactive 

Goldilocks and the Three Bears house along 

with a large bear painting—be sure to look 

for these fun pieces during World Fair.  

First grade created beautiful planet 

paintings using watercolor, and they turned 

out absolutely stellar—full of glowing colors 

and space-inspired magic!  

Second grade worked through three 

different collage challenges and have 

grown so much in their skills—they should 

even be able to tell you what “collage” 

means in French! 

Mrs. Glanville and Mrs. Saunders 

   

 
 

Third grade- Worked on a final project in 
Code.org, Interactive Book Covers. I will 
share links when they finish! 
 
Fourth grade- Started coding their final 
project on Code.org, an American Native 
star quilt. I will share links when they finish! 
 
Fifth grade- Created their final projects on 
Code.org- a digital time capsule. I will share 
links when they finish! 

 
Mrs. Nielsen 

 

 

Español with Señorita 
Catarina 

Third, Fourth and Fifth graders made their 
own versions of a musical instrument 
indigenous to Chile - the rain stick!  
  
Natural rain sticks are handcrafted in Chile 
and produce a mystical sound like rain 
trickling. After the plentiful Capado cactus 
plant lives about 6 decades it dies and dries 
out, and is then harvested, cleaned, and 
hollowed out by native artisans. The spines 
are pushed into the hard wood body, or 
small sticks are inserted, and many very 
small pebbles are sealed inside. The unique 
sound produced by turning the stick from 
end to end is mesmerizing to children and 
adults alike, and is still used in traditional 
rain ceremonies throughout South America 
today.  
 

As Capado cactus plants do not thrive in 
the Mat-Su Valley our students (with the 
help of an army of parent volunteers) 
created and decorated their personal rain 
stick using found materials. Each creation 
showcased the students’ unique 
personalities! 
 

 
 

 

Kindergarten, first, and second 

grades have all begun a cumulative review 

of their year! 

Mrs. Mayer & Mrs. Drummond 

 

 

Kinder Science: This week in 
Kindergarten Science we started our 
look into the Bears for World Fair! 

First Grade: This week in First grade 
Science we concluded our investigation 
of body systems, as well as enjoyed the 
changing of the seasons in our nature 
journals! 

Second Grade: This week in Second 
Grade Science we concluded our look 
into digestion and cells! 

Ms. Heppner & Mr. Farring 
Natalie.Heppner@matsuk12.us 

Timothy.Farring@matsuk12.us  

 

 
 
This was our last week with 3rd-5th 
grade until the end of April. Third and 
fourth grade showed the skills they 
have acquired and wrote paragraphs 
with simple, compound, and complex 
sentences. Fifth grade completed 
rough drafts of a report on a Chilean 
animal. After some teacher edits, they 
will complete a final draft when we 
meet again next rotation.  

 

Mrs. Sturgis 

This week in writing lab with Ms. Kile, 
the students worked on writing 
Quatrains using specific 
perimeters.  Many like to use the 
words cat, bat, and sat, so these were 
not allowed. It was a fun week of 
inventive writing. Ask to see your 
child’s poems.  
 

Ms. Kile 

 

K -5 Lab Classes  

mailto:Natalie.Heppner@matsuk12.us
mailto:Timothy.Farring@matsuk12.us


  

 

  

   

  

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

Middle School Spanish 
 

Sixth graders are working on telling time in Spanish. They are working with 

Judy clocks and number vocabulary to be able to discern what time it is and 

speak about time in complete sentences. 

  

Seventh Graders are working with transportation vocabulary. They made a 

study of obnoxious used car commercials from the 80’s and are constructing 

their own Used Transportation Lot slideshows. I look forward to seeing their 

creative work next week! 

 

Eighth grade groups channeled their inner Willy Wonkas to create Piip-O-

Ramas to illustrate a Trabalenguas in Español.  Students translated these silly 

tongue twisters and used them to practice pronunciation, fluency and 

fluidity in their spoken language.  Then over the holiday weekend they used 

two “seed Peeps”, Easter candy, household recyclables and techniques like 

needle felting and 3-D printing to create miniature worlds of pure 

imagination.  They did an excellent job! 

 

Señorita  Cady.Agoff@matsuk12.us 

    
 

 

It has been a busy and exciting week in sixth grade! In Language Arts, both classes are wrapping up the 

final chapters of Refugee by Refugee and will begin writing their in-class essays next week. Students 

have also launched their World Fair project, focusing on the Revolutionary War, and are actively 

researching their individual topics. 
 

In Math, both classes have completed their unit on statistics and are now beginning a comprehensive 

review of all concepts learned this year. 
 

Looking ahead, students will participate in AK STAR/MAP testing on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday of next week. Please help your 

student come prepared by ensuring they are well-rested and ready to do their best. 
 

As the end of the year quickly approaches, we appreciate your continued support. Please don’t hesitate to reach out with any questions or 

concerns! 
 

Have a wonderful weekend and enjoy the sunshine! 
 

Mr. Chadwell and Mrs. Zerkel  Jordan.Chadwell@matsuk12.us  Katherine.Zerkel@matsuk12.us  
 

 

 

This week, we wrapped up our presentations on different sources of energy, allowing students to share their 

research and learn from one another. We also assessed our understanding by taking a quiz on the topics 

presented. After completing the quiz, we began a new unit focused on gravity and the relationships between the 

Sun, Earth, and Moon. 

Mrs. Strohmeyer  Cynthia.Strohmeyer@matsuk12.us  

 

Greetings again Academy families! It's been a productive week in 6th grade math. We have moved on in content 

to calculating area for various polygons as well as preparing for our AK Star assessment next week. Students 

have been working hard! We are continuing on in our homework challenge, hoping to go to the trampoline park 

the last week in April for students who have continued to turn in all homework. I have been impressed with 

students' long-term dedication to this project. Don't forget to get a good night's sleep and a good breakfast 

before our AK Star days next week! 
 

Until next time, enjoy the sunshine!  Mrs. Heppner   Natalie.Heppner@matsuk12.us  

    Middle School Art-
Ventures  

with Ms. Christensen 

 Spring is here and the students are working on their 

last art projects for this school year!  Sixth graders 

are learning about American artist, Bisa Butler, who 

creates portraits in bright colors on art quilts. Our 

students are creating their self-portraits with paper, 

paint, and clear acetate. Look for these finished 

portraits soon! Pictures show the sixth graders hard 

at work drawing and painting this layered art project. 
 

Seventh and eighth graders are painting canvases for 

an art contest from Valley Orthodontics. The theme 

is "Looking Forward to the Future". These paintings 

will be submitted by May 1st.  
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"Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things 
that you didn't do than by the ones you did do. So, throw off the 
bowlines, sail away from safe harbor, catch the trade winds in your 
sails. Explore, Dream, Discover." - Mark Twain 

This week in English, students continued to practice with our daily English 
skills in language, editing, and reading comprehension. They 
demonstrated knowledge of correct spelling and meanings of words with 
the root “socio” and were assigned 10 more words with the roots “phon, 
phono, phone”. They also reviewed figurative language and literary 
devices, practiced analyzing poetry in preparation for next week’s AK 
STAR testing, and continued progress in Out of the Dust, finishing Part 4. 
For this week’s journal entry, students wrote about encouraging 
goodness in the world. 

In Math, students finished Chapter 7 (Geometric Figures) and began 
preparing the summative assessments. Please ask to see their math 
notebooks for completion of vocabulary with definitions, symbols, and 
visual examples. Students are encouraged to use their notebooks on 
summative assessments, but if students don’t have adequate 
information, the notebook is not much use. They are the only ones who 
can set themselves up for success. As a reminder, students are required 
to complete ten topics or more each week in ALEKS. Please encourage 
them to work on these at home. They should choose to work on topics 
that we are currently studying in class, found in the “Lines, Angles, and 
Polygons” pie. They should also be brushing up on previously covered 
topics and those we have not gotten to for purposes of STAR preparation. 

Students in History continued building geography skills, using atlases to 
identify answers to a variety of questions. They finished the unit on the 
Great Depression, preparing for and completing the summative 
assessment, and began our final unit on WWII. We debated and ranked 
causes of WWII, with emphasis on the Treaty of Versailles, dictatorship 
(Adolf Hitler), the Great Depression, and appeasement. 

Together, this will be a great year! 

Ms. Twohy     Tuesday.Twohy@matsuk12.us  

Wrights Winners!  

Wright 7th LA: This week, students reviewed 

poetry vocabulary and their definitions of lyric and 

narrative poetry. They learned the TPCASTT 

method of analysis for poetry and practiced it on 

several Emily Dickinson poems. They also 

identified irony in two classic narrative 

poems, Casey at the Bat and The Cremation of 

Sam McGee. They practiced their text dependent 

analysis writing responding to poems by Thomas 

Hardy and Wilfred Owen. They finished up their 

six-week creative script writing project as well.  
 

Wright 7th math: Students are exploring Chapter 

12's 3D geometry concepts, which include the 

volume of 3D objects. Ten ALEKS topics are due 

each Monday.  
 

Wright 7th history: It was Holocaust week in 

history. Students learned the basics of this event, 

including who was involved, who was targeted and 

the steps to genocide. They read along with an 

animation of the poem, The Hangman, and took 

notes on the PBS documentary, Escape from a 

Nazi death camp, which featured first-person 

Holocaust survivor stories from Sobibor.  Some 

students completed their week 2 book responses; 

week 3 is due next Wednesday and book projects 

are due a week from Monday.  
 

All hand-outs and homework are on ConnectEd or 

Google Classroom. Have a great weekend!  
 

Mrs. Wright     

Melodie.Wright@matsuk12.us 

 

 

This week in seventh grade science we are focusing on some of the experiments that helped to disprove the 

idea of spontaneous generation- the old idea thar that animals such as flies came from rotten meat.  Students 

created comic strips to illustrate the work of Francesco Reddi (1668), Louis Pasteur (1860) and the team of 

Stanley Miller and Harold Urey (1953). 

 

This week the students also began researching their assigned geologic time period. They are to create a 

summary of their time period (due Tuesday April 14th) and should be working at home on their trifold boards 

recreating their time period in a visual display. (due April 23). This is the last project of the year in science and I 

am excited to see their outstanding work! 

 

Mrs. Dunham  Susan.Dunham@matsuk12.us  
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Well April is in full swing and spring is definitely in the air! With this in mind, please be sure 
your 8th grade is prepared to go outside when the opportunity presents itself, including being 
ready for each day’s weather to include jackets and appropriate shoes, as well as weather 
appropriate Outdoor Fitness gear on Mondays. We are seeing a marked increase in students 
being ill-prepared for Outdoor Fitness, particularly not having appropriate shoes. Thank you 
for your support in reminding your child to arrive to school prepared. 
 
History in 8th grade has been very powerful as we’ve started digging into the impact of British 
colonialism. This is another unit packed with loads of powerful historical lessons. These are 
important concepts in understanding why we must remain vigilant to ensure such atrocities 

don’t happen again in the future. 
 
My math students have been total rockstars and I am truly amazed at the progress they have made this year. 
As of today, two students in our class have completed their 8th grade ALEKS pies and are getting a jump start 
on the Algebra I concepts for next year. Moreover, several other students are making tremendous progress 
and will be completing their 8th grade course in the next few days. I am so incredibly impressed by their 
MASTERY of such huge topics. Our class focus has been equations with two variables, and the class is doing 
fabulously well! 
 

English I students completed Elie Wiesel’s Night which is so powerful while being heavy at 
the same time. The students also continue to plug away at their Hero’s Journey narratives. 
The deadlines are outlined in the Google classroom. 

 
With the longer days upon us, many students are sharing that they are staying awake until the wee hours of 
the morning and then struggling to be ready to learn the next day. We have state testing next week so please 
help ensure your child is getting adequate sleep! Thank you! 
 
Have a fantastic weekend & enjoy the increased sunlight, 
 
Mrs. Molina  
Stacy.Molina@matsuk12.us     

 

This week in Algebra 1 we continued our investigation 

into rational expressions, and we will conclude our 

chapter on rational expressions after AK Star testing 

next week! 

  
 This week in 8th Grade Science we took a look at the 

practice test for the AK Star Science test this Friday as 

well as continued our look into Natural Selection. 

 

Mr. Farring   Timothy.Farring@matsuk12.us 
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English 1 

 

This week we focused on preparing for the upcoming AK 

STAR assessment. Students completed a practice test, and 

we reviewed strategies to help them be successful.  

 

In addition to test prep, we continued making progress on 

our informational essays. Students participated in peer 

editing sessions and individual teacher conferences, created 

a bibliography and practiced MLA format to ensure sources 

are cited correctly.  

 

Students also highlighted their rough drafts to ensure all 

components were included.  

 

Mrs. Manley      

Patsy.Manley@matsuk12.us  
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