
FY27 BUDGET UPDATE

Town of Essex pursuing two overrides: 
•Town: $268,000 
•School: $185,727 

•Potential $500K FY27 MERSD shortfall if unsuccessful 

•Focus Tonight: Planning our approach
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Why This Is Not Unique to MERSD

Across Massachusetts Districts

• Special Education Costs
Continued growth, particularly out-of-district placements 

• Transportation Costs
Regional districts disproportionately impacted 

• State Funding Pressures

• Chapter 70 formula no longer aligned to actual costs 

• UGGA (Unrestricted Government Aid) declining as a share of the state budget 

• Local Impact

• Increasing reliance on overrides to maintain services
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Guiding Questions for Discussion:

o Are we still confident that the current budget represents a reasonable and 
responsible plan? 

o As we look ahead to the override vote, which approach does the Committee 
want to take: 

▪ stay the course and address any needed adjustments following the vote, or 

▪ develop a contingency plan and outline potential options in advance 

o If reductions are ultimately needed, what types of impacts would we consider 
acceptable? 
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