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o Determine if a bond measure is feasible

o Identify how to create a measure consistent with community 
priorities

o Gather information needed for communications & outreach

PURPOSE OF STUDY
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o How did we select voters to survey?
o Stratified & Clustered Random Sample of likely voters (2026) using age, gender, 

partisanship, household party type, and sub-geographies 
o Ensures balanced, representative sample of likely voters

o How did we recruit participation?
o Personalized email, text, and telephone calls
o PINs to restrict access and ensure one complete per respondent

o How were voters able to share their opinions?
o Secure, PIN-protected website that scales to the device
o Telephone (land line or mobile)
o March 5-10, 2026 field dates

o What was the sample size?
o 547 completed interviews
o Overall margin of error of ±4.1% @ 95% level of confidence

METHODOLOGY OF STUDY
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SAMPLE & UNIVERSE ALIGNMENT
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IMPORTANCE OF ISSUES
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INITIAL BALLOT TEST

In order to:

o Repair and upgrade aging classrooms, science labs, career technology and 
school facilities to support college/career readiness in math, science, 
technology, arts, engineering, and skilled trades

o And fix deteriorating roofs, plumbing, and electrical systems

Shall Laguna Beach Unified School District’s measure be adopted authorizing 
83 million dollars in bonds at legal rates (without increasing current tax rates), 
levying $8.85 per $100,000 assessed value ($5 million annually) while bonds 
are outstanding, with independent audits, citizen oversight, and all money 
locally controlled?
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INITIAL BALLOT TEST
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WITH BOND EXTENSION INFO
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QUALITY OF EDUCATION
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PROJECTS & IMPROVEMENTS TIER 1
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PROJECTS & IMPROVEMENTS TIER 2
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POSITIVE ARGUMENTS
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INTERIM BALLOT TEST
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NEGATIVE ARGUMENTS
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FINAL BALLOT TEST
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KEY CONCLUSIONS

Does a bond appear to be feasible for 2026? Yes.

Positive Signs
o Voters rank maintaining the quality of education as the most important issue 

facing the community
o Sufficient natural support for bond (59%), which jumps to 67% with clarification 

regarding bond extension
o Popular projects
o Strong positive arguments
o All ballot tests are well above 55%, even after opposition arguments

Challenges
o Clarity around bond/tax rate extension – not capturing 8% bump in ballot 

statement
o Negative arguments get some traction (-6%)
o (un)knowns: tariffs, inflation, trajectory of economy, other measures
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o Snapshot in time, not a crystal ball

o Election Date: November 2026

o Project Priorities: Repairs to older facilities/bring them up to code, 
hazardous materials, career tech (CTE), STEM, instructional technology

o District Communications: Begin a conversation with the community to 
strengthen awareness of facility needs, how they connect to educational 
opportunities/student achievement, and consensus on a bond proposal.

o Independent Campaign: Need to have solid independent campaign to 
navigate through the election cycle, communicate key messages, turn out 
supporters, and weather uncertainties.

OBSERVATIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS


