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Eligibility for McKinney-Vento Services 
If your family lives 

» in a shelter 

» in a motel or campground due to the lack of an 
alternative adequate accommodation 

» in a car, park, abandoned building, or bus or train station 

» doubled-up with other people due to loss of housing or 
economic hardship 

\RXUFKLOGPLJKWEHDEOHWRUHFHLYHKHOSWKURXJKDIHGHUDO 
ODZFDOOHGWKH0F.LQQH\9HQWR$FW 

McKinney-Vento Rights and Supports 
Your McKinney-Vento eligible children have the 
right to 

» receive a free, appropriate public education. 

» HQUROOLQVFKRROLPPHGLDWHO\HYHQLIODFNLQJGRFXPHQWV 
QRUPDOO\UHTXLUHGIRUHQUROOPHQW 

» enroll in school and attend classes while the school 
gathers needed documents. 

» enroll in the local school; or continue attending the school 
RIRULJLQWKHVFKRROWKH\DWWHQGHGZKHQSHUPDQHQWO\ 
KRXVHGRUWKHVFKRROLQZKLFKWKH\ZHUHODVWHQUROOHGLI 
WKDWLV\RXUSUHIHUHQFH 

,IWKHVFKRROGLVWULFWEHOLHYHVWKDWWKHVFKRRO\RXVHOHFW 
LVQRWLQWKHEHVWLQWHUHVWRI\RXUFKLOGUHQWKHQWKH 
GLVWULFWPXVWSURYLGH\RXZLWKDZULWWHQH[SODQDWLRQRI 
LWVSRVLWLRQDQGLQIRUP\RXRI\RXUULJKWWRDSSHDOLWV 
decision. 

» receive transportation to and from the school of origin, if 
\RXUHTXHVWWKLV 

» receive educational services comparable to those provided 
WRRWKHUVWXGHQWVDFFRUGLQJWR\RXUFKLOGUHQ¶VQHHGV 

Resources from NCHE 

Toll-free Helpline: 800-308-2145 or 
homeless@serve.org 

1&+(FDQH[SODLQ\RXUFKLOG¶VVFKRROULJKWVDQG 
WHOO\RXKRZWRFRQWDFWWKHORFDOOLDLVRQLQ\RXU 
school district. The local liaison can help enroll 
\RXUFKLOGLQVFKRRODQGPDNHVXUHWKDW\RXU 
child receives the help that he/she needs. 

Website: http://nche.ed.gov 

The NCHE website has a lot of good information, 
including a webpage for parents who want to 
help their child in school: https://nche.ed.gov/ 
ibt/parent_res.php. 

Parent Pack Pocket Folders 

Parent Pack Pocket Folders are folders 
ZKHUH\RXFDQNHHSLPSRUWDQWUHFRUGVDQG 
SDSHUVUHODWHGWR\RXUFKLOG¶VVFKRROLQJ 
The folder also explains the educational 
rights of children in homeless situations. 
2UGHUWKHVHIROGHUVIRUIUHHE\FDOOLQJ 
308-2145 or visiting https://nche.ed.gov/ 
online_order.php. 
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Good Questions Make Good Readers 
Asking children about what they read will help them become good thinkers 

)RUVWRULHVÀFWLRQ 

» What happened? What do you think will happen next? Why? 
» Who is the main character? Do you like him/her? Why? Would you have done what he 

or she did? If not, what would you have done? 
» How did this story make you feel? 

)RULQIRUPDWLRQDOPDWHULDOQRQÀFWLRQ 

» What was the article or chapter about? Ask for as many details as possible. 
» What do you think was the author’s main point? 
» What part did you find the most interesting? 
» Why do you think this information is important? 

What can I do to help my child in school? 
» 0DNHVXUH\RXUFKLOGJRHVWRVFKRROHYHU\GD\DQGDUULYHV 

rested and fed. 
» 3URYLGHDTXLHWSODFHIRU\RXUFKLOGWRGRKRPHZRUN 
DQGVHWDVLGHWLPHHYHU\GD\WRKHOS\RXUFKLOGZLWK 
homework. 

» 3D\DWWHQWLRQWR\RXUFKLOG¶VKHDOWKQHHGVDQGWDNHFDUHRI 
DQ\SUREOHPVHDUO\ 

» $VN\RXUFKLOGZKDWKHRUVKHLVOHDUQLQJLQVFKRRO+DYH 
KLPRUKHUH[SODLQLWWR\RX,I\RXVKRZLQWHUHVWLQ\RXU 
child’s education, he or she will know that it’s important. 

» 5HDGWR\RXUFKLOGHYHU\GD\)RUROGHUFKLOGUHQVHWDVLGH 
WLPHHDFKGD\IRU\RXDQG\RXUFKLOGWRUHDGWRJHWKHU 
VLOHQWO\7DONDERXWZKDW\RXUHDG 

» 3UDLVH\RXUFKLOGIRUZKDWKHRUVKHGRHVZHOOOLNHJHWWLQJ 
DJRRGJUDGHRUSOD\LQJRQDVFKRROVSRUWVWHDP 

» /LVWHQWRZKDW\RXUFKLOGVKDUHVZLWK\RXDQGWDONDERXW 
DQ\SUREOHPVKHRUVKHLVKDYLQJ<RXDOVRFDQWDONDERXW 
these problems with a teacher or school counselor. 

» (QFRXUDJH\RXUFKLOGWRSDUWLFLSDWHLQWKLQJVOLNHVSRUWV 
and music. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
When I move, should I keep my child in the 
same school or transfer my child to the local 
school? 
Moving from one school to another can be upsetting for 
FKLOGUHQ7KH\KDYHWROHDYHWKHIULHQGVDQGWHDFKHUVWKH\ 
know and get used to new friends, teachers, and classes. 
%HFDXVHRIWKLVLWLVXVXDOO\EHVWIRU\RXUFKLOGWRVWD\LQ 
KLVKHUVDPHVFKRROWKHVFKRRORIRULJLQHYHQLI\RXPRYH 
WRDGLϑHUHQWDUHD 

Here are some questions to think about when deciding 
ZKHWKHU\RXUFKLOGVKRXOGVWD\LQWKHVDPHVFKRRORUPRYH 
WRWKHQHZVFKRROZKHUH\RX¶UHOLYLQJ 

» +RZROGLV\RXUFKLOG" 

» +RZSHUPDQHQWLV\RXUFXUUHQWOLYLQJDUUDQJHPHQW" 
'R\RXSODQWRPRYHEDFNFORVHWRWKHVFKRRORIRULJLQ 
RUGR\RXWKLQN\RX¶OOVWD\QHDU\RXUFXUUHQWOLYLQJ 
DUUDQJHPHQW" 

» ,V\RXUFKLOGDWWDFKHGWRKLVKHUVFKRRORIRULJLQ"$QROGHU 
FKLOGZKRIHHOVYHU\FRQQHFWHGWRKLVKHUVFKRRORIRULJLQ 
and/or is about to graduate might have a harder time 
changing schools. 

» +RZDQ[LRXVLV\RXUFKLOGEHFDXVH\RXKDYHKDGWRPRYH" 
:RXOGFKDQJLQJVFKRROVEHRYHUZKHOPLQJ" 

» :RXOGFKDQJLQJVFKRROVFDXVH\RXUFKLOGWRIDOOEHKLQGLQ 
VFKRRODQGJHWEDGJUDGHV" 

» ,VWKLVDJRRGWLPHRI\HDUIRU\RXUFKLOGWRFKDQJH 
VFKRROVVXFKDVDWWKHHQGRIDVHPHVWHURUVFKRRO\HDU 
DIWHUWHVWLQJRUDIWHUDQHYHQWWKDWLVLPSRUWDQWWR\RXU 
FKLOG" 

» +RZPXFKWLPHZRXOG\RXUFKLOGKDYHWRVSHQGJRLQJ 
EDFNDQGIRUWKWRWKHVFKRRORIRULJLQ"$ORQJULGHPLJKW 
KDYHDQHJDWLYHLPSDFWRQ\RXUFKLOG¶VVFKRROZRUN 

» $UHWKHUHVDIHW\LVVXHVWRWKLQNDERXWLQFKRRVLQJZKLFK 
VFKRRO\RXUFKLOGVKRXOGDWWHQG" 



What if the school and I disagree about where 
my child should go to school? 
,I\RXDQGWKHVFKRROGLVDJUHHWKHVFKRROGLVWULFWKDVWR 
WHOO\RXLQZULWLQJZK\LWWKLQNV\RXUFKLOGVKRXOGJRWRD 
GLϑHUHQWVFKRROWKDQWKHRQH\RXZDQW7KHGLVWULFWDOVR 
KDVWRWHOO\RXLQZULWLQJKRZ\RXFDQDSSHDOWKLVGHFLVLRQ 
<RXUFKLOGFDQVWLOOHQUROOLQDWWHQGDQGSDUWLFLSDWHIXOO\ 
LQWKHVFKRRO\RXWKLQNLVEHVWIRUKLPRUKHUZKLOHWKH 
disagreement is being settled. 

Whom can I contact to help with my child’s 
education? 
» (YHU\VFKRROGLVWULFWKDVDlocal homeless education 

liaison7KLVSHUVRQFDQKHOS\RXGHFLGHZKLFKVFKRRO 
ZRXOGEHEHVWIRU\RXUFKLOGDQGFRPPXQLFDWHZLWKWKH 
VFKRRO7KHORFDOOLDLVRQDOVRFDQKHOS\RXUFKLOGJHW 
school supplies, supplemental services, and free school 
meals; set up transportation to and from the school of 
RULJLQDQGKHOS\RXILQGFRPPXQLW\VXSSRUWV 

» :KHQ\RXHQUROO\RXUFKLOGLQDQHZVFKRRO\RXVKRXOG 
ask to meet his/her teacher(s). You also should talk to 
\RXUFKLOG¶VWHDFKHUVHYHU\VRRIWHQWRWDONDERXWKRZ 
KHRUVKHLVGRLQJ.QRZDWOHDVWRQHWHDFKHUDW\RXU 
FKLOG¶VVFKRROZHOOHQRXJKWRDVNTXHVWLRQVDERXW\RXU 
child’s schoolwork and to give him or her information that 
ZLOOKHOS\RXUFKLOGOHDUQ 

» The school counselorFDQKHOS\RXUFKLOGGHDOZLWK 
FKDQJHVDQGFKDOOHQJHV6KDUHZLWKWKLVSHUVRQDQ\ 
LQIRUPDWLRQDERXWKRZ\RXUFKLOGLVDFWLQJDWKRPH 
or things he or she is dealing with that might affect 
schoolwork. 

» Other good people to know are the school principal, 
attendance officer, bus driver, school social worker, 
and school nurse. 

» All school and school district staff can help make sure 
\RXUFKLOGJHWVDOOWKHVHUYLFHVKHRUVKHQHHGVWRGRZHOO 
LQVFKRRO<RXDUHDQLPSRUWDQWSDUWQHULQ\RXUFKLOG¶V 
education and should work as a team with the school and 
school district. 

What questions should I ask about services 
under the McKinney-Vento Act? 
» :KRLVWKHORFDOKRPHOHVVHGXFDWLRQOLDLVRQ"+RZFDQ, 
FRQWDFWKLPRUKHU" 

» :KDWWUDQVSRUWDWLRQLVDYDLODEOHIRUP\FKLOGWRVWD\LQWKH 
VDPHVFKRROWKHVFKRRORIRULJLQ" 

» ,IP\FKLOGFKDQJHVVFKRROVZKRFDQKHOSXVWUDQVIHU 
UHFRUGVWRWKHQHZVFKRROTXLFNO\" 

» +RZFDQP\FKLOGUHFHLYHIUHHPHDOVDWVFKRRO" 

» +RZFDQP\FKLOGUHFHLYHIUHHVFKRROVXSSOLHVLIQHHGHG" 

» :KRFDQKHOSLIP\FKLOGQHHGVVSHFLDOHGXFDWLRQ 
VHUYLFHV"+RZTXLFNO\FDQWKHVHVHUYLFHVEHVHWXS" 

» :KDWDFDGHPLFKHOSLVDYDLODEOHIRUP\FKLOGVXFKDV7LWOH 
,SURJUDPVRUDIWHUVFKRROWXWRULQJ" 

» :KDWSURJUDPVFDQKHOSGHYHORSP\FKLOG¶VWDOHQWVDQG 
DGGUHVVKLVKHUXQLTXHQHHGV" 

» Are there sports, music, or other activities available for 
P\FKLOG" 

» +RZFDQP\FKLOGJRRQFODVVILHOGWULSVRUSDUWLFLSDWHLQ 
RWKHUVFKRRODFWLYLWLHVLI,FDQ¶WSD\IRUWKHP" 

» ,VWKHUHDSUHVFKRROSURJUDPIRUP\\RXQJHUFKLOGUHQ" 
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