
Odyssey of the Mind 

​
​

Odyssey of the Mind is a creative problem-solving competition.  Teams of 5-7 
students, under the guidance of their coach(es), solve one of the fun, new problems 
offered each year.  Students brainstorm and evaluate their ideas, create a skit that is 
less than 8 minutes long, and create ALL of the materials they need for their skit & to 

solve the problem WITHOUT any help from parents, friends, etc.​
​

Hidden Valley has a long tradition of creating teams that compete and do well in a 
Regional Tournament in late February/early March.  They often advance and compete 

in the State Tournament in late March/early April.  We've even had teams that have 
advanced to the World Finals, competing against teams from 25 or more countries, 

including the top teams from other states in the U.S.​
​

Although it is a competition, the FUN of OM is the team of students CREATING the 
things that they imagined.  And then seeing how different the other teams imagined 
their solution.  Even though they solved the same problem, no two solutions are the 

same.​
​

Please consider being a COACH for a Hidden Valley team.  Students cannot 
participate in Odyssey of the Mind if we don't have any parents / guardians willing to 

coach.​
​

Check out their website here - Odyssey of the Mind 

https://odysseyofthemind.com/
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