
MRMS PTO Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday March 18, 2026 6:00pm - 7:00pm 

MRMS Media Center 
  

Introductions 
• In attendance: Kim Grant, Lynn Belanger, Steve Wheeler, Kristina Dion, Kristen 

Webster, Megan Strand, Rebecca Beyus, Jackie Wilson, Melissa Kafka, and others online 
via Zoom 

 
Superintendent Budget Update 

• Guest Speaker, Rebecca Beyus, from Superintendent's office discussed 2026/2027 district 
budget; budget was approved by BOE, proposed 6.33% increase due to fixed costs; 
public hearing on Wednesday March 25th at 6:00pm; community has critical role in this 
process, parents can come out and share their thoughts 
o Specific to Mystic River: additional math tutor, additional building substitute, 

preschool program could move to Mary Morrison 
 

Administration Report – Steve Wheeler 
• SBAC testing is upcoming, info will be shared with families with testing schedule 
• Building has created small subcommittees and is moving forward with the tragedies 

o Beth Horler’s daughter liked Disney, so working on getting books together for a 
section in the library 

o Other ideas include: garden, buddy benches, dedication in circle drop off area  
• Idea of staff field trip to build moral, maybe April – will provide pricing on bowling, 

indoor volleyball, etc, and also need permission from central office 
• School nurse Rhonda: Heart Safe School program – staff trained in CPR and other first 

aid; upon completion the school will get second AED device but doesn’t provide the case 
or the CPR kit that goes into it, see fund requests section for costs 

 
Review & Approve February Meeting Minutes 

• Add names of attendees in the future 
• Motion to approve by Christa A, seconded by Kristen W 

 
New Business/Co-Chair Report 

• Tom’s Coffee Truck: Monday March 23rd from 8am - 10am; will be free for all staff, 
parents can walk up and purchase but won’t be advertising to avoid traffic; PTO gets 
back 10% of total sales  

• Lunch on February 13th was successful and well received  
• Ideas to support students: decals in the bathrooms with positive affirmations to make it 

more inviting; next year create a school store with otter bucks so kids can earn and spend 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZF_Z4963eR7mfIjTP1T_zlGBiRLTNQJe/view?usp=drive_link


money once a month to shop; student senate (Maryssa Wallace) to bring forth ideas; otter 
costume at arrival to boost moral and give out stickers; masked readers or mystery 
readers in classrooms   

• Book Fair March 23 – 27: Still need some volunteers; Mrs. McKenney looking to get 
some high schools for the afternoon slots; still need adults on Wed 5-7, Thurs 1-3, and 
breakdown Friday 11-2; put it on Facebook and ask parents to volunteer at parent pick up 

• Teacher Conference Dinner: Wed March 25th at 4:00 will be Paul’s Pasta; order placed, 
gluten free option (how much to order); Shira will make salad; need drinks & desserts; 
Christa and Megan S will make a dessert 

• Bylaw Proposed Revisions: take a copy home to review and vote on at April meeting 
Bylaws DRAFT   

• Review Fund Requests - New forms: Fund Request and Reimbursement Request 
o Lynn Belanger - staff lunch reimbursement - $88 and $96.62 - already approved and 

paid 
o Heart Safe School - $150.00 case and $19.99 CPR kit, for a total cost of $169.99 

§ motion to approve Megan S 
o Grade 3 – March 24 – Buses to Mystic Seaport Museum - $449.82 
o Grade 3 – April 9- Buses to Dennison Pequotsepos Nature Center - $449.82  
o Grade 5 – April 21- Buses to Mystic Seaport Museum - $299.88 
o ABA - April 24- Waterford Gymnastics- $500.00 for program and $506.90 for buses 

for $1,006.90 total 
§ Motion to approve Kristen W, seconded by Kim G 

o Increase Proposed Budget for Color Run  
§ Raise line item to $1,200 but try to keep it under; current total is $1,175 for 

balloon arch, color packets, sunglasses, food, water, etc 
§ Suggestion to consider options other than balloons for arch 
§ Motion to approve Megan S, seconded by Kristina D 

o Supply the Classroom – a few teachers didn’t get items from their list 
§ Request tabled for now in order to send email to ask staff about need 

 
Old Business 

• Raise Craze recap - $2,716 total raised $2,492.64 profit  
o Top classes for popsicle party: Mrs. Wilson’s Kindergarten class, Mrs. O’Connell’s 

4th grade class; order popsicles through food services 
o Date to be set with teachers 

• Yearbook Update - staff photo deadline is March 31st; Deadline to purchase books is 
April 30th; 89 yearbooks sold so far for $2,581, not including 5th grade yearbooks, expect 
to break even 
o Justine stepping down from yearbook, so recruiting for someone to take over 

• New Apparel Store up and running  1st Place Spirit Wear Store Link  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XA3pjnQrIh0aN53D7g5OpdaWVYE_sPpO/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=104951479133074293129&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NsXTdOKkmimsIOvPqPQrGnKQ7Y98_lu8Xih0atrmDh8/edit?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NW5_8AhBIumnyh7kmelWY0_WtplEchIxdOczGRSXC4c/edit?usp=drive_link
https://1stplacespiritwear.com/schools/CT/Groton/Mystic+River+Magnet+School


o Flyers hanging around the school; post to ParentSquare; new deigns uploaded   
• New Co-Chair & Secretary Nominees: Nominees are due and to be voted on in April; 

create flyer to hang at the Book Fair; table with information out on conference night; post 
about seeking a yearbook coordinator also  

• Color Run updates: Melissa and Steve working with building facilities to complete form 
• 5th Grade Promotion: June 22nd  

o Mr. Schaffer will meet with Mrs. Wilson to go over past years and he will attend 
April meeting 

o Last day of school is June 23rd but MRMS owes one more day due to closing due 
to staff death so may be Wednesday June 24th; waiver submitted to state  

o Field day will be Wednesday, June 17th 
• Teacher Appreciation Week – snack/drink cart, gift card raffle 

 
Treasurer’s Report 

• Review & Approve February Treasurer's Report and Budget Update 
o Motion to approve by Megan S, seconded by Kim G 

 
Announcements/Q&A 

• Next meeting April 22nd 2026 
• Contact Mysticrivermagnetschoolpto@gmail.com to get involved 

 
Meeting Adjourned by 7:32 pm 

 
 
 
 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12zOuVndjgD-gdZAdNcdWKU563JMWlq6v/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JzQCVjzwkPti4Ra1mcZr4_OX5J-xfe7y/view?usp=drive_link
mailto:Mysticrivermagnetschoolpto@gmail.com

