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Deephaven Elementary

Innovate. Inspire. Excel.

THE WINDS
APRIL 8, 2026
IMPORTANT DATES
Apr. 11 PTA Imagination Fair, 1-3 p.m.
Apr. 13-17 Explorers Staff Appreciation Week
Apr. 13-17 PTA Deephaven Staff Appreciation Week
April 13-15  MCA Testing, Grades 3-5
Apr. 20-24 Deephaven Volunteer Appreciation Week
District Calendar

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK

Welcome Back from spring break. | hope you were able to enjoy time with family and friends over the break.
We have many fun events at school, along with exciting PTA led events, in April and May. It is also testing
month, with grades 3-5 taking MCA tests and K-5 taking NWEA tests. Please check for your child’s test dates in
the classroom newsletter/communication you receive from the teacher. Finally, with spring here, we find
students staying up a little later with more daylight and spring activities. The challenge of keeping a routine
bedtime can be hard, but it is so important for children. Happy spring!

School starts at 8:00 a.m. and the first bell rings at 7:50 a.m. Students may be dropped off as early as 7:30
a.m. It is best if students are dropped off before the first bell, so they have time to get ready for their day.

Statewide Tornado Drills Deephaven will participate in the statewide tornado drill next Thursday, April 16 at
1:45 p.m. Families are encouraged to practice at home during the second drill on Thursday, April 16 at 6:45
p.m.

Deephaven Elementary Annual Student Art Exhibition - You are invited to attend The Deephaven Elementary
Annual Student Art Exhibition on Thursday, April 23 from 5-7 p.m. Each year we celebrate the efforts and
accomplishments of Deephaven Elementary artists by displaying their art in the school hallways. Every
Deephaven art student will have one work of art on display. Come and enjoy the art, make a craft to take
home, and leave compliments for your favorite artworks.

Upcoming Assessment Dates
Please avoid scheduling appointments for your child(ren) when testing is taking place this spring:
® MCA Reading: April 13-15 (Grades 3,4,5)
e MCA Math: April 21-23 (Grades 3,4,5)
® MCA Science: April 28-29 (Grade 5 only)
e NWEA Testing: May 5-19


https://www.minnetonkaschools.org/schools/elementary/dh/parents/calendar

Special Education Advisory Council (SEAC) Building Representative can be contacted at any time if you have
qguestions or would like a connection within the building. Please reach out to Morgan Minich,
morgroberts@gmail.com.

CHARACTER STRONG

We are excited to focus on courage this month. One way we define courage is choosing what is helpful, right,
and kind even when it is hard or scary. We all experience moments in our lives when we have to choose to do
something that is hard or choose to do the right thing. This month students will learn that courage is a little
different for each person and that there are different types of courage. For example, courage that is scary like
trying something new or everyday courage like being a good friend. Students will learn strategies like the
courage to ignore (distractions), courage to ask for help, courage to dream, and courage to include others. See
this month's newsletter for more.

SUPPORTING READING AT HOME
Expand Vocabulary
e Word Games: Engage in activities that introduce new words. Discuss the meanings of new words
encountered in books or daily conversations.

e Labeling; Label objects around the house to help your child learn new words and their meanings.

PTA PULSE

Imagination Fair - April 11, 1:00-3:00 It’s time for your kids to share their creativity. Legos, art, cardboard
creations, sewing, STEM, coding, etc. This is a celebration of unique and creative ideas and projects. Students
can work in groups or alone. Sign-up for the Imagination Fair. Need an idea, check out this list of past projects.

Deephaven Talent Show - June 5, 7:00. The talent show for fourth and fifth grade will be at Excelsior
Elementary’s auditorium at 7pm on Friday, June 5th, with a mandatory dress rehearsal the day before on the

4th. Register here.

Parent Party “early bird” ticket prices until Friday! Join us Friday, April 24 for a fun night out building
community and raising money for our spring teacher grants! This year’s theme is "The Deep North" — think
cabin cozy, flannel, overalls, hunting gear, and a little Paul Bunyan flair. Grab your tickets today! If you need
financial assistance to attend comfortably, please reach out to Mika Wallace
(mika.wallace@minnetonkaschools.org).



mailto:morgroberts@gmail.com
https://www.improvingliteracy.org/brief/supporting-your-childs-literacy-development-home/index.html
https://www.improvingliteracy.org/brief/supporting-your-childs-literacy-development-home/index.html
https://www.improvingliteracy.org/brief/supporting-your-childs-literacy-development-home/index.html
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfYh89M5UQsKapKWfsGCOnLb_77cr7nhBxzC0eESYIl-Q7rxw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11jxaQaAv0gPzeLily4H9UC24ylv0j1KDFsyeOaRsHeE/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdj_tr0TZ8kIvAFein22O_xZq2KwHpKS9FyHaHZCWrP3KtD2g/viewform
https://app.givebacks.gives/dpp26/Campaign/Details
mailto:mika.wallace@minnetonkaschools.org
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\ THEME: Courage

We are excited to focus on courage this month.
One way we define courage is choosing what is
helpful, right, and kind even when it is hard or
scary. We all experience moments in our lives
when we have to choose to do something that is
hard or choose to do the right thing. This month
students will learn that courage is a little different
for each person and that there are different types
of courage. For example, courage that is scary like
trying something new or everyday courage like
being a good friend. Students will learn strategies
like the courage to ignore (distractions), courage to
ask for help, courage to dream, and courage to
include others.

Quotes for Reflection

L rhesefo

Courage doesn't
mean you don't get
afraid. Courage
means you don't let
fear stop you.

A time | showed courage
“l|| was when

An act of courage that

challenged or changed
me was

He who is not
courageous enough
to take risks will

accomplish nothing
in life.

Literacy Connection

COURAGE

Written and illustrated by Bernard Waberl
From big milestones to COURAGE
everyday events, there are Bemard Waber  gm
many situations that can be oS
overwhelming or scary, but
we have the power to face
each of them with Courage.
Click for read aloud here. B ey

Home Connection

1) Call to duty: Talk with your child(ren) this month about
courage in the community. Who are the individuals or
groups of people who model courage in their jobs? Is it a
firefighter? Their teacher? Make it a conversation at the
dinner table and give examples of how you show or see
courage. Extend this activity by writing gratitude notes or
making a collage to represent courage.

2) Sometime a little enCOURAGEment can go a long way.
Capture small moments this month when you can share a
few positive words to acknowledge your child
demonstrating courage. Think of everyday courage: the
courage to clean one’s room, do homework, tell the truth,
or fix a problem. Looking for more? Try something new
as a family where you can be courageous together.

Coping Skill of the Month
Developing Grit

Grit is a powerful coping skill that complements courage.
One effective strategy to develop grit is the "Challenge-
Commit-Reflect” method. Here's how it works:
1.Challenge: EnCOURAGE children to identify a task or
goal that feels difficult or challenging.
2.Commit: Have them commit to working on this task
for a set amount of time, such as 10-15 minutes,
without giving up.
3.Reflect: After the time is up, ask them to reflect on
what they accomplished, how they felt, and what they
learned.

By breaking down challenges into manageable chunks and
committing to short, focused efforts, children can build
their determination and resilience. This method helps kids
push through obstacles and stay focused on their goals.
Practicing the "Challenge-Commit-Reflect" method
regularly can strengthen their grit and help them succeed
in the face of difficulties.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=696AeBU4H-s
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