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Session Goals 

1. Inform parents regarding upcoming NYS 3-8 assessments  

2. Difference between computer-based and paper-based testing



What are the NYS ELA, Math and Science assessments?

● Measures the extent to which students achieve the NYS learning standards

● Determines if schools and districts meet the required progress targets in the 
NYS accountability system and in the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)

● Find more information at http://www.nysed.gov/state-assessment



What are the Next Generation Standards?

● The NYS NextGen Standards are revised from the Common Core Standards, and were 
adopted by the Board of Regents in 2017. 

● Standards for instruction guide educators on what students need to know in every subject 
and grade level to be able to graduate in NYS

● More information can be found at 
http://www.nysed.gov/next-generation-learning-standards



How is student achievement measured?

Students achieve a scale score based on the percentage of questions they 
answer correctly. These scores correlate to a performance level 1-4:

● 1 - Student is not meeting grade level proficiency
● 2 - Student is approaching grade level proficiency
● 3 - Student is meeting grade level proficiency
● 4  - Student is above grade level proficiency



When are the NYS 3-8 assessments given?

Grades 3-5:

ELA  -   3rd Grade - April 19 & 20

             5th Grade - April 21 & 24

             4th Grade - April 25 & 26

Math - 3rd Grade - May 2 & 3

             5th Grade - May 4 & 5

             4th Grade - May 8 & 9

Science - No 4th Grade Science in 2023; 

it will be given to grade 5 in 2024

Grades 6-8:

ELA  -  6th & 7th Grade - April 20 & 21

            8th Grade - April 24 & 25

Math - 6th & 7th Grade - May 2 & 3

            8th Grade - May 4 & 5

Science - 8th Grade - June 5  



How can I help my child be ready? 

● Read at home every night

Before the test:

● Be sure child has a good night’s sleep
● Ensure child has access to a filling breakfast
● Talk to your child about doing his/her best
● Assure your child that there is no need to feel nervous or worry

Visit the NYS Parent Resources guide: 

http://www.nysed.gov/state-assessment/parent-resources



Why Computer Based Testing?
● Computer Based Testing has been successfully 

implemented in 48 states 
● Transition to modern approaches in assessment that 

are in line with the 21st Century instruction and learning 
being fostered in classrooms

● There are many opportunities that come with full 
implementation of CBT, which allow our students to 
compete in the real world



Benefits of Computer Based Testing
● Some CBT advantages include:

○ More tools available on CBT
■ Split Screen (ELA)
■ Copy and Paste

○ Faster turnaround of student results
○ Additional flexibility in administration windows
○ Reduced administrative preparation on teachers and school staff, which 

translates into additional instructional time for students



CBT Required in NYS…
All tests are going CBT

ES/MS 
3rd-8th Grade ELA and Math- Everyone 

by 2026

HS
SAT- Everyone by 2024
Regents- Has been announced that 

Regents will go CBT in the upcoming future

 



Computer Based Testing Tools



Student Tools Available on their Screen

1. The green checkmark verifies the student is online. 
2. The Review button takes the student to  the Review screen to confirm 

and submit the test session.
3. The arrows here are used to move the screen divider left and right to 

show more or less of the passage and responses.
4. If needed, students can revisit the Directions at any time.
5. The arrows here are used to navigate between test questions.



Practice Assessment - ELA



Practice Assessment - Math 



Some Accommodations Offered



How Are Teachers Prepared?
● Teachers have had training to familiarize 

themselves with:

○ Secure web browser

○ Technology Tools

○ Administration to whole class

○ Proctoring

○ Simulation



How Are Students Prepared?
● Students have been in the classroom learning how to:

○ Log in to the secure browser/ testing system

○ Answer questions and submit

● Students are learning how to familiarize themselves with 
the different tools

○ How to use:

■ Questar

■ Type to Learn

■ Formative

■ Imagine Learning 

● Students are learning how to be successful in a 
computer-based testing environment. How to navigate 
through a computerized exam 



Proctoring Protocol

- Ensuring all classrooms 
are testing consistently

- Create the most 
supportive environment 
for student success 



If you have any questions, please 
contact

● Classroom teacher
● Building administrators
● Assistant Supt. for Curriculum & 

Instruction: 
ccarroll@portchesterschools.org


