
July 22, 2025 

Mr. Robert Fass 
Philadelphia Performing Arts 
1600 Vine Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 

Report for AHERA 6-Month Surveillance 
Philadelphia Performing Arts Charter School 

1600 Vine Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102 
Synertech Environmental LLC Project No. 603-030 

Dear Mr. Fass: 

As directed by your office, Synertech Environmental LLC conducted an AHERA 6-Month Surveillance at 
the Philadelphia Performing Arts Charter School located at 1600 Vine Street in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. The scope of the surveillance focused on assessing the condition of asbestos containing 
materials (ACMs). No lead-based paint (LBP) was reported during the original inspection of the property. 
This report is a summary of the 6-Month Surveillance, and is supplementary to the March 12th, 2020 
report entitled “Report for Asbestos and Lead Based Paint Investigation & Sampling” prepared by 
Synertech, Incorporated. 

I. Asbestos Inspection

The purpose of the inspection was to assess the condition of assumed ACMs on all exposed areas within 
the interior spaces of the structure. The building was inspected to generate the data provided in this report 
for the purposes of establishing conclusions regarding the type, quantity, locations, and condition of the 
assumed ACMs observed. An EPA accredited Asbestos Building Inspector/City of Philadelphia Licensed 
Asbestos Investigator performed the surveillance using the data generated during a February 2020 
inspection.  

When conducting an asbestos inspection, the various suspect asbestos containing building materials are 
grouped into “homogeneous areas” for sampling and assessment. A homogenous area is defined as an 
area of a particular material that is uniform in color, texture, application, date of installation and function, 
and is believed to be similar in all other aspects. Samples of each homogenous area (material) are then 
collected to determine its asbestos content. 

Note that exploratory demolition was not performed to locate and quantify concealed ACMs. The 
building was occupied and functional during the survey, and every effort was employed to maintain the 
integrity of architectural surfaces, operating mechanical systems, and structural components. Bulk 
samples were not collected from any homogenous area that would cause aesthetic damage or where the 
Asbestos Investigator determined that the material is fiberglass, foam glass, rubber, metal, or wood. 
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An ACM is defined as one that has a composition of greater than 1% asbestos by weight. Upon 
confirmation of a material to be asbestos containing, a physical assessment is provided to document its 
quantity, condition, and friability classification. The friability of a material is a term used to describe a 
physical property of suspect asbestos containing materials. A friable material is one that can be crushed 
and reduced to a powder by hand pressure. Conversely, a non-friable material is one that cannot be 
crushed and reduced to a powder by hand pressure. Refer to more detailed definitions of friable and non-
friable asbestos containing materials presented below. 

¤ EPA Category I Non-friable ACM (NF1) 
ACMs that cannot be reduced to a powder by hand pressure or crumbled between the fingers, 
limited to asbestos-containing gaskets, packings, resilient floor coverings, resilient floor 
covering mastic, and asphalt roofing products. Asphalt roofing products which may contain 
asbestos include built-up roofing; asphalt-containing single-ply membrane systems; asphalt 
shingles; asphalt-containing underlayment felts; asphalt-containing roof coatings and mastics; 
and asphalt- containing base flashings. ACM roofing products that use other bituminous or 
resinous binders (such as coal tars or pitches) are also considered to be EPA Category I Non-
friable ACM. In an EPA Category I Non-friable ACM, the asbestos fibers remain bound within 
the matrix of the material. These types of materials pose no hazard of releasing asbestos fibers 
into the air unless rendered friable by activities including sanding, grinding, pulverizing, 
penetrating or cutting with power tools, or otherwise reducing to a powder. Mere cracking or 
minor breakage does not constitute the type of damage that would be considered as rendering 
these types of asbestos materials friable. 

¤ EPA Category II Non-friable ACM (NF2) 
ACMs that cannot be reduced to a powder by hand pressure or crumbled between the fingers, 
and includes all other non-friable ACMs that are not classified as an EPA Category I Non-
friable ACM. EPA Category II Non-friable ACMs include, but are not limited to, asbestos-
cement shingles, asbestos cement tiles, cementitious “transite” boards or panels and cementitious 
laboratory table tops. In an EPA Category II Non-friable ACM, the asbestos fibers remain 
bound within the matrix of the material. These types of materials pose no hazard of releasing 
asbestos fibers into the air unless rendered friable by activities including breaking, sanding, 
grinding, pulverizing, penetrating or cutting with power tools, or otherwise reducing the panels 
or table tops to a powder. However, minor breakage does constitute the type of damage that 
would be considered as rendering these types of materials friable, as asbestos fibers may be 
released along the fractured surfaces or from the edges exposed by the breakage. Generally 
speaking, EPA Category II Non-friable ACMs is more likely to become friable when damaged 
than an EPA Category I Non-friable ACM. 

¤ EPA Regulated Friable ACM (FRI) 
ACMs that can be reduced to a powder by hand pressure or crumbled between the fingers 
including, but not limited to, thermal insulation (e.g. - pipe, boiler, tank insulation) and 
surfacing materials (e.g. acoustical plaster, acoustic ceiling tiles, fireproofing). These ACMs 
pose a significant hazard of releasing asbestos fibers into the air when impacted or damaged in 
any way. 
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Summary of Findings – Asbestos Investigation 

The following table lists building materials that were added since the last inspection: 

HM ID SAMPLE # DESCRIPTION SAMPLE LOCATION CLASSIFICATION 
- 01, 02, 03 Floor Tile N/A Non-Asbestos 

- 01A, 02A, 
04 Grout/Mortar N/A Non-Asbestos 

No new building materials were installed since the last re-inspection. The following table lists all 
current assumed asbestos-containing materials: 

HM ID SAMPLE # DESCRIPTION SAMPLE LOCATION CLASSIFICATION 

X - 

Mastic behind Mirrors 
(Material Concealed; 
Assumed Asbestos-

containing) 

Dance Studios Throughout NF1 

Y - 
Roofing Material (Not 

Inspected; Assumed Asbestos-
containing) 

Roof NF1 

II. Lead Based Paint Inspection 

XRF testing for Lead Based Paint was conducted in the February 2020 inspection. No results greater 
than 0.7 mg/cm², the City of Philadelphia Department of Health threshold level for LBP, were 
found at this time. 

Synertech Environmental LLC is pleased to have been given the opportunity to provide you with 
our professional environmental services. If you have any questions regarding the information and 
results in this correspondence, feel free to contact our office at (215) 755-2305.  

Sincerely, 

Ryan Hutsell  
Project Manager 
PA BI #056574 
Phila. Asb. Inv. #AIC15-000019  
PA Lead RA #054512  



EMSL Analytical, Inc.
200 Route 130 North Cinnaminson, NJ  08077

Tel/Fax: (800) 220-3675 / (856) 786-5974

http://www.EMSL.com / cinnasblab@EMSL.com

042512892EMSL Order:

Customer ID: SYNE50

Customer PO:

Project ID:

Attention: Phone:Eric Belfi (215) 755-2305

Fax:Synertech Environmental LLC (215) 755-2405

Received Date:228 Moore Street 06/30/2025  2:00 PM

Analysis Date:Philadelphia, PA  19148 07/03/2025

Collected Date: 06/30/2025

Project: 1600 Vine St / 603-030

Test Report: Asbestos Analysis of Bulk Materials via AHERA Method 40CFR 763 Subpart E 

Appendix E supplemented with EPA 600/R-93/116 using Polarized Light Microscopy

Sample Description Appearance % Fibrous % Non-Fibrous

Non-Asbestos Asbestos

% Type

01-Floor Tile

042512892-0001

None DetectedNon-fibrous (Other)100%Gray/Red

Non-Fibrous

Homogeneous

Floor Tile

01-Mortar

042512892-0001A

None DetectedNon-fibrous (Other)100%White

Non-Fibrous

Homogeneous

Mortar

02-Floor Tile

042512892-0002

None DetectedNon-fibrous (Other)100%Gray/Red

Non-Fibrous

Homogeneous

Floor Tile

02-Mortar

042512892-0002A

None DetectedNon-fibrous (Other)100%White

Non-Fibrous

Homogeneous

Mortar

03

042512892-0003

None DetectedNon-fibrous (Other)100%Gray/Red

Non-Fibrous

Homogeneous

Floor Tile

04

042512892-0004

None DetectedNon-fibrous (Other)100%Gray

Non-Fibrous

Homogeneous

Grout (Powder)

Analyst(s)

Adam Einwechter (1)

Emilie Kalbach (5)

Samantha Rundstrom, Laboratory Manager

or Other Approved Signatory

EMSL maintains liability limited to cost of analysis. Interpretation and use of test results are the responsibility of the client. This report relates only to the samples reported above, and may not be 

reproduced, except in full, without written approval by EMSL. EMSL bears no responsibility for sample collection activities or analytical method limitations. The report reflects the samples as received. 

Results are generated from the field sampling data (sampling volumes and areas, locations, etc.) provided by the client on the Chain of Custody. Samples are within quality control criteria and met 

method specifications unless otherwise noted. The above analyses were performed in general compliance with Appendix E to Subpart E of 40 CFR (previously EPA 600/M4-82-020 “Interim Method”) 

but augmented with procedures outlined in the 1993 (”final”) version of the method.  This report must not be used by the client to claim product certification, approval, or endorsement by NVLAP, NIST 

or any agency of the federal government. Non-friable organically bound materials present a problem matrix and therefore EMSL recommends gravimetric reduction prior to analysis. Unless requested 

by the client, building materials manufactured with multiple layers (i.e. linoleum, wallboard, etc.) are reported as a single sample. Estimation of uncertainty is available on request.

Samples analyzed by EMSL Analytical, Inc. Cinnaminson, NJ NVLAP Lab Code 101048-0, AIHA LAP, LLC-IHLAP Lab 100194, PA ID# 68-00367, LA #04127

Initial report from: 07/03/2025 12:31:43

Page 1 of 1ASB_PLM_0008_0002 - 2.31 Printed: 7/3/2025 12:31 PM
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