
I. Call to Order 
President 

II. Roll Call 
Clerk of the Board 

DURANT BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Regular Meeting 

Durant School District, 1-72, Bryan County, Oklahoma 
Central Administration Office Conference Room 

Monday, March 2, 2026 12:00 PM 

Attendance Taken at 12:00 PM . 

Paul Buntz : Present 

Jason Manous: Present 

Joyce Northcutt: Present 

Chaz Polk: Present 

Janie Umsted: Present 

Ill. Approval of the Consent Calendar** 
Motion to approve Item II I.A. through III.H. This motion, made by Jason Manous and seconded 
by Joyce Northcutt, Passed. 

Paul Buntz : Yea 

Jason Manous: Yea 

Joyce Northcutt: Yea 

Chaz Polk: Yea 

Jan ie Umsted: Yea 

Yea:5, Nay: O 

III.A.Agenda 

111.8. Minutes: 

III.B.l. February 02, 2026, Regular Meeting of the Board of Education 

III.C. Treasurer's Report 

111.0. Activity Accounts Report 

III.E. Financial Reports 

III.F. Encumbrances 

III.F.l. Fiscal'26 General Fund Numbers 260958-261019 in the Amount of $237,038.45 

III.F.2. Fiscal'26 Building Fund Numbers 260980-261013 in the Amount of $407,722.89 



III.F.3. Fiscal '26 Child Nutrition Fund Numbers 261009-261011 in the Amount of 
$26,734.41 

III.F.4. Fiscal '26 Bond Fund Numbers 260963-260964 in the Amount of $72,649.01 

III.G. Child Nutrition Claim for Reimbursement 

Ill. H. Transfer Capacity as of April 1, for the 2025-2026 School Year 

IV. Reports: 

IV.A. Scott Lowrance, Yearly Kiamichi Technology Report 

Mr. Scott Lowrance reviewed enrollment data for Durant school students and noted a 
concerning trend of fewer students being served this year compared to last year. While 57 
students from Durant schools were previously enrolled, the number has dropped to 49. 
Some of the decline is linked to program changes, such as the closure of the biomedical 
program, where eight students graduated and only one returned through the biotech 
program. Enrollment in other programs also declined, such as welding, which went from 
eight students last year to only one this year, though eight students have interviewed for the 
program for the upcoming year. Although no new programs will be added immediately, plans 
are in place to introduce electrical and plumbing programs for the 2027-2028 school year 
once new facilities are completed. 

Mr. Lowrance also emphasized the importance of increasing student participation in career 
and technical education programs, particularly because the district is currently serving only 
about 10% of eligible juniors and seniors when the goal is closer to 25%. To address this, they 
are working with counselors and administrators to find solutions that allow students to fit 
these programs into their schedules. Potential strategies include offering certain science or 
math credits within career programs, allowing concurrent enrollment options, adjusting 
scheduling requirements, and exploring online coursework when necessary. These efforts 
aim to ensure students can still meet graduation requirements while participating in career 
training. 

He also highlighted the broader value of trade education and the need to shift mindsets that 
prioritize four-year college paths for all students. Mr. Lowrance argued that many students 
benefit from learning skilled trades such as welding, cosmetology, electrical work, or 
plumbing, which can provide immediate career opportunities and valuable life skills. With 
local economic growth, including new construction, hospitality development, and expanding 
industries, there is increasing demand for skilled workers. He concluded by stressing a 
commitment to expanding opportunities, improving outreach to students earlier in their 
education, collaborating with school staff, and developing additional programs that align 
with community workforce needs. 

IV.B. Mr. Moring to recognize LeaAnn Wyrick as the DISD Teacher of the Year. 
Mr. Moring stated Mrs. Wyrick was unable to attend and he is moving her recognition to the 
April, 2026 Board Meeting. 



IV.C. Mr. Moring to Recognize Emma Green as a Member of the Academic All-State Class of 
2026 

The board recognized Emma Green for being selected as an Academic All-Stater by the 
Oklahoma Foundation for Excellence, an honor awarded to only 100 of the top students in 
the state. Durant High School Principal, Mrs. Amber Bullard, emphasized that this recognition 
is a significant achievement, as recipients are chosen based on both exceptional academic 
performance and strong commitment to their communities. Emma exemplifies these 
qualities with a 4.469 weighted GPA, earned through numerous Advanced Placement and 

concurrent classes in which she has maintained straight A's. She is ranked first in her 
graduating class at Durant High School and is a member of several academic honor societies, 
including the National Honor Society and the Oklahoma Indian Honor Society. 

Beyond academics, Emma is recognized for her leadership and involvement in school and 
community activities. She serves as an executive officer in the student council, has been an 
influential leader among her peers, and is highly respected by both students and teachers. 
She is also active in her church youth group and plays on the varsity basketball team. Her 
leadership was especially evident during a difficult time for the basketball team after the loss 
of Coach Robinson, when she helped guide and support her teammates both emotionally and 
spiritually. 

Emma will be formally honored along with the other Academic All-Staters on May 2nd at a 
ceremony at the National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum in Oklahoma City. The event 
celebrates the state's top students and is typically broadcast by OETA so the public can watch 
and recognize their accomplishments. Administrators and board members expressed their 
pride in Emma's achievements and noted that she represents the very best of the Durant 
school community. 

IV.D. Mr. Moring to recognize Northwest Heights Third Grade Team for Academic 
Achievement in the Area of Math . 

The board recognized the third-grade team at Northwest Heights Elementary for their 
outstanding academic achievement, particularly in math. Mr. Moring said that in recognizing 
schools for excellence, it was noted that Northwest Heights stood out because of its strong 
math performance on state assessments. Although statewide testing cut scores have 
fluctuated in recent years due to policy changes, Northwest Heights maintained notably high 
math results. The third-grade team showed an 11% increase in math scores from 2023 to 
2024 and performed 13% above the state average, making them one of the district's 
strongest-performing groups in a tested subject area . 

Northwest Heights Elementary Principal, Taylor Downs, emphasized that this success is 
rooted in strong teamwork, trust, and positive morale among the teachers. The five-member 
team collaborates closely, shares ideas, and each teacher contributes unique strengths such 
as experience, leadership, or innovative strategies. Because of their consistency and 
collaboration over several years, we have been able to observe clear academic growth in 



their students. Parents have even expressed confidence that their children would succeed in 
any of the team's classrooms because ofthe group's dedication and effectiveness. 

The achievement also reflects the broader efforts of the entire campus, as earlier grade 
levels help build the foundational skills that lead to later success. In addition to the third­
grade accomplishments, the school experienced significant growth in STAR math scores 
across multiple grade levels. Mr. Downs expressed pride in the teachers, students, and staff, 
noting that while there is always room for improvement, the progress made by the team and 
the school is a motivating example of what collaboration and commitment can achieve. The 
recognized third-grade teachers included Chelsea Carlock, Lisa Jones, Michaela Mussett, 
Suzanne Caldwell, and Doreen Baxter. The team received the Durant Schools Roar 
Award honoring their hard work and results . 

V. Comments from the Public (Pursuant to District Policy 2240, a copy of which is available 
upon request, Comments can be made only by District Patrons concerning items listed on the 
Agenda) 
None. 

VI. Discussion, Consideration and Vote to Approve or Not Approve the 2025-2026 Audit 

Contract and Engagement Letter with Bledsoe, Hewett & Gullekson, CPA's, PLLLP 
Approval is recommended for the District's 2025-2026 auditing services and engagement letter 
with Bledsoe, Hewett & Gullekson CPA's, PLLLP. Motion to approve. This motion, made by Joyce 
Northcutt and seconded by Jan ie Umsted, Passed. 

Paul Buntz : Yea 

Jason Manous: Yea 

Joyce Northcutt: Yea 

Chaz Polk: Yea 

Janie Umsted: Yea 

Yea:5, Nay:O 

VII. Discussion, Consideration and Vote to Approve or Not Approve RFP 2526003 for Lawn 

and Ground Maintenance Services for the 2026 Season Being Awarded to the Lowest Bid per 

Site. 
Approval is recommended of RFP 2526003 for Lawn and Ground Maintenance Services for the 
2026 season with the division of sites as follows: Lynch Lawn having the lowest bid for and 
being awarded Durant High School, Durant Middle School, Washington Irving Elem, Northwest 
Heights Elem, Robert E Lee ECC, George Washington Elem, and Durant Vision Academy with an 
overall cost of $162,437.00 and Box Landscape having the lowest bid for and being awarded 
Durant Intermediate School and Administration Building with an overall cost of $13,200.00. 
Motion to approve. This motion, made by Jason Manous and seconded by Joyce Northcutt, 
Passed. 

Paul Buntz : Yea 

Jason Manous: Yea 



Joyce Northcutt: Yea 

Chaz Polk: Yea 

Janie Umsted: Yea 

Yea : S, Nay:O 

VIII. Discussion, Consideration and Vote to Approve or Not Approve RFP 20260209 for Interior 
Painting at Durant High School Being Awarded to The Painters LLC as the Only Bid Submitted. 
Approval is recommended of RFP 20260209 for Interior Painting at Durant High School Being 
Awarded to The Painters LLC as the Only Bid Submitted. Motion to approve. This motion, made 
by Joyce Northcutt and seconded by Janie Umsted, Passed . 

Paul Buntz: Yea 

Jason Manous: Yea 

Joyce Northcutt: Yea 

Chaz Polk: Yea 

Janie Umsted: Yea 

Yea:S,Nay: O 

IX. Discussion, Consideration and Vote to Approve or Not Approve to adopt a Resolution 
Permitting the Transfer of Donated Funds from First United Bank Money Market Account 
FCU***60 into the Building Fund Account 
Approval is recommended to adopt a resolution permitting the transfer of donated funds from 
First United Bank Money Market account FCU ** *60 into the building fund account. Motion to 
approve. This motion, made by Jason Manous and seconded by Joyce Northcutt, Passed. 

Paul Buntz : Yea 

Jason Manous: Yea 

Joyce Northcutt: Yea 

Chaz Polk: Yea 

Janie Umsted: Yea 

Yea : 5, Nay: 0 

X. Discussion, Consideration and Vote to Approve or Not Approve an Agreement By and 
Between lnterquest Detection Canines (Oklahoma) and Durant Public Schools for Substance 
Awareness and Detection Services for the 2026-2027 School Year. 
Approval is recommended of an agreement by and between lnterquest Detection Canines 
(Oklahoma} and Durant Public Schools for substance awareness and detection services for the 
2026-2027 school year. Motion to approve. This motion, made by Joyce Northcutt and 
seconded by Janie Umsted, Passed. 

Paul Buntz: Yea 

Jason Manous: Yea 

Joyce Northcutt: Yea 

Chaz Polk: Yea 



Janie Umsted: Yea 

Yea:S,Nay: O 

XI. Discussion, Consideration and Vote to Approve or Not Approve an Application for 
Sanctioning of the "Fiyin' Lion Foundation" as an Official Support Organization Benefiting the 
Durant Aviation Students and Aviation Education Program 
Approval is recommended of an application for sanctioning of the "Fiyin' Lion Foundation " as an 
official support organization benefiting the Durant aviation students and aviation education 
program. Motion to approve. Th is motion, made by Jason Manous and seconded by Joyce 
Northcutt, Passed. 

Paul Buntz : Yea 

Jason Manous: Yea 

Joyce Northcutt: Yea 

Chaz Polk: Yea 

Jan ie Umsted: Yea 

Yea : S, Nay: O 

XII. Discussion, Consideration and Vote to Approve or Not Approve an Overnight Out-of-State 
Trip for the Durant High School and Durant Middle School Choir to Travel to Albuquerque, 
New Mexico to Attend the SW American Choral Directors Association Nation Honor Choir and 
Conference on March 4-7, 2026 
Approval is recommended for the DHS/DMS Choir, ten students and six sponsors to travel to 
Albuquerque, New Mexico to participate in the SW American Choral Directors Association 
National Honor Choir and Conference. Motion to approve. This motion, made by Joyce 
Northcutt and seconded by Janie Umsted, Passed. 

Paul Buntz : Yea 

Jason Manous: Yea 

Joyce Northcutt: Yea 

Chaz Polk: Yea 

Jan ie Umsted : Yea 

Yea: 5, Nay: 0 

XIII. Discussion, Consideration and Vote to Approve or Not Approve the Renewal of the 
Contract of the Superintendent for the Term Beginning July 1, 2026 and ending June 30, 2028 
Approval is recommended of the renewal of the contract of the superintendent for the term 
beginning July 1, 2026 and ending June 30, 2028. Motion to approve. This motion, made by 
Jason Manous and seconded by Janie Umsted, Passed. 

Paul Buntz: Yea 

Jason Manous: Yea 

Joyce Northcutt: Yea 

Chaz Polk: Yea 

Janie Umsted: Yea 



Yea:S,Nay:O 

XIV. Consideration and Vote on Personnel Recommendations 

Other recommendations and resignations are pending, and if available, may be brought to 
the meeting 

Motion to approve Item XIV.A. through XIV.J with the exception of XIV. G. This item was tabled 
by Mr. Moring. This motion, made by Jason Manous and seconded by Joyce Northcutt, Passed. 

Paul Buntz : Yea 

Jason Manous: Yea 

Joyce Northcutt: Yea 

Chaz Polk: Yea 

Janie Umsted: Yea 

Yea : S, Nay: O 

XIV.A. Resignations Received Since the Last Meeting of the Board of Education 

Certified- Myra Skelton, Durant Intermediate School 
Certified- Veronica Hooten, Durant Intermediate School 
Certified- Amber Woods, George Washington Elementary 
Certified- Kristy Norris, George Washington Elementary 

XIV.B. Renewa l of Employment Contracts for Principals, Assistant Principals, and Dean of 
Students for the 2026-2027 School Year 

Name Po$1tion Site 

Amber lbdlard Prindpal DH$ 

Josh Penln Plti!Qpal DMS 
~M«o¥ Pri~ otiS 
Vililedt!~ Pit ~Qat GW 
ThtotDowns Prind!Ni NWH, 

MaepnMarJ•n Plt~l WI 
UpWhidey Prill(ipal IIEL 
Torrey O.lnes Asst. Prtndpat DH5 
Amilnda Rtlmaldl Asst. Prtnqul DHS 
Toddv.ras De1n ol studeftb DHS 
JamnPnm Alit. Prtt!dpal DMS 

carrte Go!inel Asst. Prtnqu,l DIS 

VklyWoocly Am. Prtnqu,l GW 

Mellisu Sherrer AJst. Prindpel NWH 

Jer&.lollel Alit.~ WI 

XIV.C. Employment of Director of Ind ian Education Summer Enrichment Program for the 
2026 Summer Session- Mary Pat Davis 

XIV.D. Employment of Office Manager/CFO for Durant Public Schools, Reassignment from 
Encumbrance Clerk, for the Remainder of the 2025-2026 School Year- LeAnna Chaffin 



XIV.E. Employment of Encumbrance Clerk/Accounts Payable for Durant Public Schools, 
Reassignment from Human Resources Generalist, for the Remainder of the 2025-2026 School 
Year- Amber Pratt 

XIV.F. Employment of Human Resources Generalist for Durant Public Schools, Reassignment 
from Enrollment Coordinator, for the Remainder of the 2025-2026 School Year- Sabrina 
Tynan 

XIV.G. Employment of Clerk of the Board for Durant Public Schools for the Remainder of the 
2025-2026 School Year- Tabled 

XIV. H. Employment of Certified Personnel for the 2025-2026 School Year 

XIV.H.l. Special Education Instructor at Durant High School, One-Year Temporary Position 
for the 2025-2026 School Year- Corie Reiche-Watson 

XIV.I. Employment of Support Personnel for the 2025-2026 School Year 

XIV.I.l. Special Education Teacher Assistant at Durant High School, One-Year Temporary 
Position for the 2025-2026 School Year (Duration of Need)- Elizabeth Ward 

XIV.I.2 . Assistant Baseball Coach for Durant Middle Schoot One-Year Temporary Position 
for the 2025-2026 School Year- Jaiveon Gardner 

XIV.J. Additions to the Lists of Substitutes for the 2025-2026 School Year 

Kori Jo Whitley 
Robert Smouse 

Preslee Harrell 
Sydney Langley 

Hailey Ledbetter 
Jillian Moose 

XV. Discussion, Consideration and Vote on Items of New Business 
None. 

XVI. Comments from the Superintendent 

Mr. Moring read a thank-you card from the Robinson family expressing their gratitude for the 
recent gym dedication in honor of their family. They wrote that they were deeply honored and 
humbled by the recognition and thankful to live in such a caring community, noting their 
appreciation for everything the Durant school district has done for them. 

He also addressed a growing safety concern involving school buses. Since the start of the school 
year-about 110 to 115 school days-there have been 277 recorded incidents of drivers 
illegally passing school buses while their amber or red lights were activated. Many of these 
violations have been captured on bus cameras, and the district plans to work more closely with 
law enforcement to identify offenders. Some of the worst problem areas include First Street 
and South Ninth Street. Because the current cameras do not reliably capture license plates of 
moving vehicles, the district is exploring installing higher-quality cameras similar to turnpike 
cameras on select buses in high-incident areas so citations can be issued more effectively. 

Mr. Moring also discussed that the new greenhouse is beginning to fill with plants and will 
support agriculture students while also providing opportunities for collaboration with high 



school special education students. Community members have already shown interest, 
particularly in purchasing produce like tomatoes once they are available. Additionally, new 
signage has been installed near the baseball and softball fields to help visitors locate the 
facilities more easily, and concrete work has begun for drainage improvements between the 
student entrance and the indoor facility. 

Finally, he noted that spring sports are now underway. Golf, tennis, baseball, and soccer 
seasons are beginning, with soccer hosting its home opener and baseball traveling for games. 
Meanwhile, the girls' basketball team is still competing in the area tournament and hopes to 
advance further, while wrestling recently concluded its state competition. Mr. Moring 
commented on the busy time of year as winter and spring sports overlap and expressed 
excitement about the many activities happening across the district. 

XVII. Comments from the Board 
Board Member Joyce Northcutt stated that current Clerk of the Board Kelly Dillard will be 
missed as this was her last meeting prior to her retirement. The entire Board concurred and 
thanked her for her dedicated service to Durant Schools. 

Member Jason Manous stated that the recently installed gates look great. He also conveyed 
that out-of-town visitors to our school frequently comment on the extremely nice facilities that 
we have in our district. 

XVIII. Discussion, Consideration and Vote to Adjourn 

Recommend adjournment of the meeting; motion to adjourn at 1:01PM. This motion, made by 
Jason Manous and seconded by Joyce Northcutt, Passed . 

Paul Buntz: Yea 

Jason Manous: Yea 

Joyce Northcutt: Yea 

Chaz Polk: Yea 

Janie Umsted : Yea 

Yea: 5, Nay: 0 

Paul Buntz, President Kelly Dillard, Clerk of the Board 


