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Dear Cliffwood Families,

We hope everyone had a relaxing, fun, and well-deserved spring

break! It’s hard to believe how quickly the time has gone by, and we

are excited to welcome all of our students back to school

tomorrow. We hope you were able to enjoy time with family and

friends, and for those who celebrate, we wish you a very Happy

Easter and Passover filled with joy, tradition, and special moments.

As we shared before the break, our students truly enjoyed the

beautiful spring weather and especially loved spending time

outdoors. Our courtyard looked wonderful thanks to Mrs. Dhume’s care and dedication, providing

the perfect space for memorable activities like our egg hunts.

As we return, here are a few important reminders:

Cliffwood’s PTO Tricky Tray will be held this Saturday, April 11th. If you haven’t already, be sure

to get your tickets for what promises to be a fantastic event!

Please save the date: Monday, April 27th is the rescheduled Board Meeting at Cliffwood

School. During this meeting, we will recognize students who achieved 100% attendance for

one or more marking periods. Letters will be sent by April 17th, as the marking period ends on

April 14th.

Third grade families: this is a friendly reminder to mark your calendars for NJSLA testing

dates. Please ensure students arrive on time and are present unless they are not feeling well.

Dates are included below.

Hello 3rd Grade Families,

https://www.marsd.org/calendar
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bLulNFrj7VOFcXIMNfTsQcWbNnl4D70eG0b6QDZcd5I/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13ZsQBo-JHFYap4WlAlrl7s6zV-OZede-koE4lIkKk-Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.marsd.org/departments/food-services
https://www.marsd.org/departments/food-services
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGv8qs9z7M/RREiGkq7A1MXaKaUQJV2xQ/view?utm_content=DAGv8qs9z7M&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h9703293ac8
https://youtu.be/GeW_HcG8gUQ?feature=shared
https://secure.smore.com/n/83se7
https://secure.smore.com/n/62qvky
https://secure.smore.com/n/gyb2m
https://secure.smore.com/n/f3avh
https://secure.smore.com/n/ahf40
https://secure.smore.com/n/waf8p-cliffwood-newsletter
https://secure.smore.com/n/1fwvg
https://secure.smore.com/n/aqhw0
https://secure.smore.com/n/pnstu
https://secure.smore.com/n/5bw7z-cliffwood-newsletter
https://secure.smore.com/n/pbywe
https://secure.smore.com/n/8ygc9
https://secure.smore.com/n/zpca4
https://secure.smore.com/n/cdpqb
https://app.smore.com/n/pejws
https://app.smore.com/n/qg3mr
https://app.smore.com/n/eka8v
https://app.smore.com/n/60ks2
https://app.smore.com/n/pe9sjb
https://app.smore.com/n/68rfp
https://app.smore.com/n/rw346u
https://app.smore.com/n/4pcus
https://app.smore.com/n/rz4xje
https://app.smore.com/n/ku6em
https://app.smore.com/n/d58f7
https://app.smore.com/n/a89xy
https://app.smore.com/n/c0q92
https://app.smore.com/n/4fkq6
https://app.smore.com/n/n2tzu
https://app.smore.com/n/2zp98


To better help our school plan for next school year, please complete the form if you are

interested in having your child(ren) join an after school club. Please know that this form is for

INTEREST PURPOSES ONLY. We will not be running every club listed below, but rather, we will

prioritize clubs based on student interest. After School Club Interest Form

Please complete this Google Form to share your interest as we plan clubs for next year's 4th &

5th Graders

Save the Date: Our Title I Family Bingo Night will be held on Thursday, April 30th. Please see

the link below to register—it’s a free, fun event for the whole family!

An updated school calendar for the 2025–2026 school year is now available due to snow day

adjustments. We have also shared the first draft of the 2026–2027 school year calendar for

your review.

April 2nd was Autism Awareness Day. At Cliffwood School, we are proud to recognize Autism

Acceptance Week. We have a fun spirit week planned, along with a school-wide activity and

meaningful learning experiences focused on autism and acceptance. Don’t forget to wear blue

tomorrow to show your support and acceptance for individuals with autism!

We hope these last moments of break are filled with rest and enjoyment. We are looking forward

to seeing everyone back at school tomorrow and jumping into a great stretch of learning together!

This is what Cliffwood School is all about. A friend comforting his friend on the way to the nurse.

At Cliffwood School, we are always committed to fostering a culture of acceptance, inclusion, and

celebrating the unique differences that make each of us special. In recognition of World Autism

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSckmIjQ-zLxfNG9KsmT05tOe-5ucxKD_ZW5hGBHsUDqXTqiNg/viewform?usp=dialog


Acceptance Day on April 2nd, we will be celebrating and raising

awareness through a schoolwide Spirit Week.

Students will watch an age-appropriate video to help build

understanding of autism, and we will come together as a school

community to form a circle and blow bubbles, symbolizing

acceptance, unity, and the beauty of seeing the world in different

ways. This shared experience helps reinforce the importance of

kindness, empathy, and embracing one another for who we are.

A special thank you to our PTO for generously funding the bubbles

for this meaningful activity. We look forward to sharing photos in the next Cliffwood Family

Connection!



Register Here- Book Bingo Night Google Form

https://forms.gle/p7N1KQEmauHaK95L9
























Our 3rd grade students will be participating in the NJSLA-A state

testing on the following dates:

Tuesday, April 28 & Wednesday, April 29 – Reading

Thursday, April 30 – Writing

Tuesday, May 5 & Wednesday, May 6 – Math

Please mark these important dates on your calendar. It is essential

that 3rd grade students are present and on time each day of testing. We kindly ask that you try to

avoid scheduling doctor or dental appointments on these dates whenever possible.

Being on time each day is always important, but especially during testing days, as it helps students

feel prepared and ready to do their best.

Thank you for your continued support at home, we truly appreciate it!









We’re excited to share that the Matawan-Aberdeen Regional School District currently has several

openings, and we would love your help in spreading the word! These are wonderful opportunities to

be part of our district and make a difference in the lives of our outstanding students.

We are looking for:

Substitute School Bus/Van Drivers

Substitute Transportation Assistants

Substitute Classroom Teachers

Substitute Instructional Assistants

Substitute Nurses (Please email smoore@marsd.org)

If you, or someone you know, may be interested, please visit this website to apply: Applitrack.

To apply for Substitute Classroom Teacher and/or Substitute Instructional Assistant positions,

please use this link: ESS

Come join our wonderful district and be part of the team that supports our students each and every

day!

Cliffwood School Website

Instagram: @cliffwood_elementary

Facebook: Cliffwood School PTO Parent Page

The Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights Act requires that the week beginning with the first Monday in

October of each year be recognized as the Week of Respect in the state of NJ. Students and staff

are encouraged to participate in the Week of Respect!

The 2025-2026 Meal Applications are to be completed electronically this year. This will be done

through Genesis link: Parent Portal.

Families who wish to complete paper applications can request a copy of the application packet.

They will also be available at Back To School Night.

Maschio's is our Food Service Company this school year. Below are POC's for your use as needed.

Lauren Dyer, On-Site Director, ldyer@maschiofood.com, 732-705-5326

Sarah Engst, Area Supervisor, sengst@maschiofood.com

https://www.applitrack.com/marsd/onlineapp/default.aspx?all=1
https://ess.com/apply/
https://cles.marsd.org/
https://www.instagram.com/cliffwood_elementary
https://parents.c1.genesisedu.net/marsd/sis/view?gohome=true
mailto:ldyer@maschiofood.com
mailto:sengst@maschiofood.com




The New Jersey Department of Education recognizes only six allowable reasons for an "excused"

absence; these reasons are listed below.

1. Religious holidays (Each year, the State Board of Education votes on a list of approved

religious holidays for observance upon the written request signed by the parent.).

2. Participation in observance of Veterans Day.

3. Participation in district board of election membership activities.

4. Take Our Children to Work Day.

5. College visit(s), up to three days per school year for students in grades 11 and 12.

6. Closure of a busing school district that prevents a student from having transportation to the

receiving school.

Being present and on-time to school each day is extremely important for students' success and

well-being. School attendance is a powerful predictor of student outcomes; data shows that, when

students are present daily, they learn better and are generally healthier. Attendance matters and

every school day counts!

Dave & Buster's Power Cards Fundraiser

Purchase Dave & Buster's Power Cards Supporting Cliffwood PTO!

https://www.groupraise.com/offer-campaigns/73297-cliffwood-pto-dave-busters-fundraising-

campaigns

https://www.groupraise.com/offer-campaigns/73297-cliffwood-pto-dave-busters-fundraising-campaigns
https://www.groupraise.com/offer-campaigns/73297-cliffwood-pto-dave-busters-fundraising-campaigns






The Cliffwood PTO is already planning some exciting events for the

rest of the school year, and we'd love YOUR help! Whether you have

just a little time to give or want to take on a bigger role, there's a

place for you!

By joining a committee, you can:

-Help plan and organize fun events for our students and families

-Lend a hand during events (set up, run activities, or clean up!)

-Share ideas and talents to make our school community even

stronger

You can choose your level of involvement-every bit of help makes a big difference!

We're looking to create committees for:

-Winter Festival

-3rd Grade End of Year Events

-Fun Day

If you're interested in joining a committee or just want to learn more, please fill out our volunteer

form or reach out to CliffwoodPTO422@gmail.com

Let's make this year amazing, together!

Volunteer Interest Form

The Cliffwood PTO created an email address for all yearbook

photos that they want to share with all families and staff so that

they can send all pictures from events this year or any photos they

take in their classrooms. The email is

CliffwoodYearbook2526@gmail.com.

Be sure to sign up for Box Tops for Education and scan receipts to

earn rewards for Cliffwood School!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScy-PYKClOmuMEwT0DdYf_ZkjFyDv5JnTWxy5K0OOSgaSFlmA/viewform?fbclid=IwVERDUANy8MRleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHsAaCzjdhQGX1Tu1OPu-vGyBjbaUgkHtrglf9fcWcvB4F03agQ9FdN6jxgkh_aem_iY6QJ6nu14xN265pUT0nYQ
mailto:CliffwoodYearbook2526@gmail.com


4/6-4/10- Autism Acceptance Week

4/11- Cliffwood PTO Spring Tricky Tray

4/13-4/17- Week of the Young Child

4/18- 3rd Grade Dance

4/27- Board Meeting at Cliffwood School (Students Recognized for Perfect Attendance)

4/28- NJSLA-A Testing (Reading) for 3rd Grade Students

4/29- NJSLA Testing (Reading) for 3rd Grade Students

4/30- NJSLA Testing (Writing) for 3rd Grade Students

4/30- Title 1 Bingo Night

5/5 - NJSLA Testing (Math) for 3rd Grade Students

5/6 - NJSLA Testing (Math) for 3rd Grade Students

5/23-Fun Day & Early Dismissal Day

5/25- School Closed Memorial Day



Matawan-Aberdeen Regional
School District

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1160518081318660/user/100090290152999
https://www.twitter.com/MARSDNJ

