
 

  

  

  

 

   
   

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER 
Principal: Barbara Gerard                    Phone: 907-746-2358 

http://matsuk12.us/acc                 Fax: 907-746-2368 
                                                                       
 

 

 

April 3, 2026 

 Dear Academy Families, 
 

We have so many amazing learning opportunities occurring during the months of March, April, and May!  The time will pass 

quickly!  We love watching our students grow by leaps and bounds, clearly demonstrating their mastery and skills in so many ways.  
 

Another Amazing Juneau 3-day Learning Experience! 

Juneau was a-buzz about these 32 amazing students that were dressed so professionally, were incredibly polite, kind, and 

interactive.  Our purposeful, jam-packed schedule provided so many opportunities to learn and practice government, consider careers 

in science, and be immersed in the history of Juneau!  There was not much time to even catch our breath as we moved quickly from 

one meeting to the next. 
 

Through this experience, Academy’s Sixth Grade students have been empowered to engage meaningfully with government and, 

ultimately, to have a voice in their communities and across the state. They practiced skills that will help them all of their lives such as 

decorum; consideration of time and place as to how they conduct themselves; dress for success; building reputation; and recognizing 

that they are always on unless they are within their own walls at home.        This group of students has impressed everyone—from the 

Lieutenant Governor to Superior Judge Mead to the Senators and Representatives, to the staff at the hatchery, including the many 

wonderful people we’ve met in Juneau. They have represented themselves, their school and their families perfectly, earning consistent 

praise for their professionalism and appearance. Their behavior has been outstanding, and the thoughtfulness and quality of their 

questions have truly stood out.  I am incredibly proud of them!  
 

Well done to the Sixth-Grade team, especially Mrs. Grimes, Mrs. Zerkel, Mr. Chadwell, and Mr. Schumacher, and congratulations to all 

the staff whose extra time and effort at Academy, over the years, helped to shape such an exceptional group!  Academy’s top-notch 

team carefully guides Academy students to GREATNESS!  
 

Thank you to our fabulous parent group for joining us! To the families that didn’t join us--thank you for your trust and support in 

allowing us to take your 11- and 12-year-olds on a 3-day field trip in Juneau!  We especially thank Terry-Caleb Posenjak for purchasing 

the large amount of foods for the bonfire picnic, and even a grill to cook delicious hamburgers!  We cannot thank you enough for 

making Wednesday evening such a fantastic, fun event!  
 

We are incredibly grateful for Academy’s families and their willingness to help through the endless gift of time, support, and 

effort!  Together, WE MAKE ACADEMY GREAT!! 
 

AK STAR Mandatory Assessments Will Provide Evidence That Academy’s Students Have Mastered the Standards and Skills for Their 

Grade Level - PLUS 

As always, please ensure that your students have had extra rest, a great breakfast, and snacks filled with protein.  It is extra important 

during the three days of assessment.        
 

Did you know what you say can influence student outcomes?  Reassuring your students that they are well-prepared 

and will ROCK these assessments makes a positive impact!  Research shows your encouragement helps them feel 

confident and able to draw upon all of the knowledge and skills they have learned.  Thank you for instilling in them 

the belief that they can do great things! 
 

***Mark Your Calendars---Don’t Miss the MANY Upcoming Activities and Events! 
 

Questions? Needs?  Please Do Not Hesitate to Stop In, Call, Email, and Text! 

WE CARE!! My cell phone # is below. 

  

With Warm Regards, 

Barbara Gerard, Principal 

907-841-5704 

Barbara.Gerard@matsuk12.us  

 

http://matsuk12.us/acc
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Date: Event: 

4/8 
All Student Spring Pictures 

8th Grade Cap and Gown Pics 

4/10 Alaska Science Testing, 5th & 8th  

4/14-15 Alaska Star Testing, 3-8th Grade 

4/14-16 MAP Testing, 2nd Grade 

4/20-22 MClass Benchmark Testing, K-3rd 

4/20 5th Grade Pig Dissection, 1:20pm 

4/22 4th Grade Frog Dissection, 1:20pm 

4/23 
1st Grade Singing Zoologist Fieldtrip 

Show starts at 10:30am 

4/29 
Taekwondo Demonstration 

K-4: 12:20-1:00pm 
5-7: 1:00-1:40pm 

4/30 3rd Grade Piano Recital, 1:20-2:30pm 

 

5/1 K-5 Choir Concert, 1:20-2:20pm 

5/4 
2nd Grade Kids Don’t Float 

Presentation 

5/6 Middle School Dance, 6:00pm 

5/8 
World Fair 

Open to the public at 2:15pm 

5/12 
Early Release, 12:45pm 
KG Graduation, noon 

8th Grade Graduation, 6:00pm 

5/13-15 Exit Interviews 

 

 

ü Picture Day Volunteer Needed! Wednesday April 8, assist 
Lifetouch by bringing classes in for pictures.  7:30am-
noon. 

ü Paint the stairwell in the two-story building. 

ü We need 2-liter bottles!  

ü Spanish Lab could use a helper April 8, 9, and 10th from 
1:15-3:00pm.  April 8th is 5th grade, April 9th is 3rd 
grade, and April 10th is 4th grade.  Please email 
Cady.Agoff@matsuk12.us to sign up! 

ü There are still slots available for both the Pig Dissection 
(4/20) and Frog Dissection (4/22) from 1:15-2:30pm.  
Sign up in front of the office! 

ü 2nd Semester Friday lunch sign-up sheets are up in the 
front office!  If you are available between 11:45 and 
12:25pm on Fridays, please sign up! 
 

 

mailto:Cady.Agoff@matsuk12.us


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

    

 

  

 

 

    

     

    

  

     

  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second grade is ready to put our heads down and work hard for the month of April!  

 

We are making lots of progress in Spalding as we continue working our way through the rules. In language arts, we are 

also learning about compound and complex sentences, building stronger and more interesting writing. It’s exciting to 

see students growing more confident and capable each week!  

 

Keep sending in snowpants, it's pretty icy on the playground and there's a bitter wind in the mornings.  

 

Also, if you can, please send some glue sticks in! We are dangerously low. 

 

World Fair meeting is April 7th right after school in Mrs. Saunders' room! 

 

Mrs. Saunders and Mrs. Kramer   

Erin.Saunders@matsuk12.us      Kimberly.Kramer@matsuk12.us 

      

 

Kindergarten enjoyed a short 

chapter book this week called Easter 

Egg Disaster.  See if they can recall 

the story for you.  We also learned a 

poem called Chocolate Bunny.  We 

also added 15 words to our Spalding 

Spelling books this week.  They have 

been working hard. 
 

During math we worked on fractions, then time to the half 

hour.   
 

Thank you to all the parents that came to our World Fair 

meeting.  If you have time and would be willing to present 

some of the content to our students, please contact me for a 

time to come in and do that.  Our theme is bears and we will be 

doing 7 stations for our tent.   
 

Here is a sign up to help with at home projects and 

volunteering the day of.  There are lots more ways to help, so 

contact me if you are willing and able:-) 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4AACAF2AA6F8C43-

63285973-kindergarten#/ 

 

Mrs. Berg    Verona.Berg@matsuk12.us  

Grimes Gambit  
Language Arts – We continued working in Unit 10: Colonial America this week. 
In Living in Colonial America, students learned about what life was like for 
apprentices and explored daily life on a colonial farm. Students also added new 
words from Spalding List R to their notebooks and continued practicing spelling 
and word study skills. In addition, we worked on identifying and understanding 
the definitions of these new vocabulary words. It was a great week of learning! 

 
Math – This week in math, we continued to explore fractions. Students learned how to compare fractions, 
understand fractions as parts of a whole, and identify equivalent fractions. Students also continued working on 
mastering their multiplication and division skills and made great progress moving through their ALEKS topics. It was 
a great week of building foundational math skills! 
 
Mrs. Grimes   Austin.Grimes@matsuk12.us  

 

 

 
Students are just a little excited about their planet/sun 

reports!  Thank you for finding four fun facts with your children, 

making sure they understand them and are excited about them 

too.  Due:  April 9th. 
 

THANK YOU also for all the support with World-Fair 

projects!  Due:  April 24th. 
 

Be sure to check our FB group for upcoming dates of note.  We 

will post specifics and send permission slips throughout the 

month so be on the lookout!   
 

Highlights: 

¶ Core Knowledge folktales: “Little Half Chick” and “The 

Crowded, Noisy House.” 

¶ Wrapped up fractions and moved into  

measurement for math. 
 

Contact us anytime! 
 

Mrs. Mayer & Mrs. Drummond 

Betsy.Mayer@matsuk12.us     Jessica.Drummond@matsuk12.us  

mailto:Erin.Saunders@matsuk12.us
mailto:Kimberly.Kramer@matsuk12.us
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4AACAF2AA6F8C43-63285973-kindergarten#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4AACAF2AA6F8C43-63285973-kindergarten#/
mailto:Verona.Berg@matsuk12.us
mailto:Austin.Grimes@matsuk12.us
mailto:Betsy.Mayer@matsuk12.us
mailto:Jessica.Drummond@matsuk12.us
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ELA- 

¶ Reading- We have begun our nonfiction 

unit, Geology! We are excited to be 

learning all about it so we can present our 

knowledge at World Fair. This week we 

read about Earth’s changing surface 

(Pangaea) and Earth’s layers and moving 

plates (plate tectonics). 

¶ Spalding- We entered list S2 and focused 

on Rule 24: changing y to i before adding a 

suffix. 

¶ Grammar: We enjoyed discussing the 

meanings of some common idioms. 

 

Math- This week we did chapter 11 and 12 tests 

and started on chapter 14- Geometry. We front 

loading with lots of vocabulary (points, rays, lines, 

line segments, parallel, perpendicular, intersecting 

lines, quarter, half and full turns, angles and 

degrees. 

 

Mrs. Nielsen  Laurie.Nielsen@matsuk12.us  

 

Benbowõs Buzz 
 
Reminder! World Fair Meeting after school Wednesday, April 8th. If you don't 
come, we might assign you a job!  
 
Language Arts - We began our unit on Geology this week! We are learning 
about the makeup of the earth and the forces and processes that shape and 
change it. Please remember that there is a minimum daily requirement of 
reading for at least 30 minutes every day for all fourth graders! We will 
continue to practice sentence writing every morning, which consists of 
identifying and correcting fragments and run-on sentences, as well as 
unscrambling sentences and writing all four sentence types. We are practicing 
adding dependent clauses that provide contextual information during our 
spelling lessons. Additionally, our Daily Language Review topics this week are 
Greek & Latin roots and their meanings, subject/verb agreement, irregular 
verbs and sentence revision. 
 
Math - We are measuring! We began our measurement unit with a quick 
review of time before moving on to linear and weight measurements. As we 
work through this unit, we will also cover Metric measurements.  Automatic 
recall is vital to success in fourth grade math, even as we work through 
fractions! Although we will continue to practice multiplication facts every day in 
class, I do ask you to make sure that your child finds time at home to practice as 
well. Just a few minutes a day can make such a difference. 
 
Please reach out to me if you have any questions or concerns!  
cherie.benbow@matsuk12.us 

 

The Glanville Weekly  

Language Arts: We wrapped up Unit 10 on Colonial America this week! Students learned about the Middle Colonies and how 
they developed, including how England took control of New Netherlands from the Dutch and renamed it New York in honor 
of the Duke of York. We also explored the Quakers and William Penn, including his important role in founding Pennsylvania 
as a place for religious freedom and planning the city of Philadelphia, as well as daily life for children during colonial times. 
Students worked with partners to read historical fiction stories and practiced answering questions by finding evidence 
directly from the text. We have continued reviewing key strategies for being “reading detectives” in preparation for the 
upcoming AKStar test. 
 

In writing, students began working on a narrative story based on a colonial-era prompt. They have had a lot of fun getting 
creative with this assignment, and we will finish these stories next week. 
Students also completed their weekly 30-word spelling test. Next week will be our final 30-word spelling test of the school 
year—be sure to look for the list coming home today! 
 

Math: Our class has wrapped up fractions and is now exploring geometry! We began learning 
about different types of angles—right, obtuse, and acute—and have also been studying the 
attributes of polygons and quadrilaterals. The students have really enjoyed exploring shapes and 
building their understanding of these concepts. In addition, students are making great progress in 
mastering their multiplication and division facts through daily five-minute practice tests. It has 
been wonderful to see their growth! We have also continued working in ALEKS, where students 
are completing topics in their 3rd-grade learning pie. 
 

Many students are very close to finishing their 3rd-grade ALEKS pie and are very excited to finish 
and receive lunch from their place of choice. They are welcome to continue working on topics at 
home; however, we kindly ask that students do not take Knowledge Checks at home. These 
assessments help the program accurately determine which topics students have mastered and 
which they still need to practice. Thank you so much for your continued support! 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out.  Mrs. Glanville  Megan.Glanville@matsuk12.us  

mailto:Laurie.Nielsen@matsuk12.us
mailto:cherie.benbow@matsuk12.us
mailto:Megan.Glanville@matsuk12.us


  

 

 

 

 

  

  

The Manley Minute:  
Language Arts:  This week we entered 30 words in 

our Spalding notebooks and took our spelling test 

on Thursday. We also continued our study of the 

Renaissance by looking at a couple books 

published during that time period and the roles of 

the wealthy and lower classes. The highlight of the 

week was choosing an important figure to begin 

writing our biographies about beginning next 

week!  
 

Math: This week in math, we concluded our 

chapter on multiplying and dividing fractions. 

Students completed several enrichment activities 

to recall the process for different operations using 

fractions. Students are now understanding the 

significance of showing your work and the 

importance of knowing your math facts as making 

one small mistake can make your entire problem 

incorrect.  
 

Congratulations to our first three students for 

completing their 5th grade ALEKS pie! The 

remaining students are so close. Reaching this goal 

is obtainable by all students…work hard! 
 

Mrs. Manley    

Patsy.Manley@matsuk12.us    

Sturgis Super Students! 

Language Arts-- We are getting down to our last few spelling tests. Since this 

is the last year of Spalding instruction, we will really focus on applying the 

Spalding rules so students can use them in the future. Please keep studying! 
 

The class has really enjoyed the comedy of A Midsummer Night's Dream. 

Since it is a play, on Friday they performed a mini version of the play in front 

of an audience of stuffed animals. Each group was very entertaining to 

watch. They are also each working on a visitor's guide to a made-up place 

called "The Matanuska Forest." This activity is requiring a lot of creative 

writing, and strong word choice. This project takes a while, so even though it 

is not our major focus, we will continue to work on it a little bit each day 

over the next few weeks.   
 

Alongside our final work on a Midsummer Night's Dream, we began a unit 

on Native Americans. This unit focuses on Native Americans in the lower 48, 

but would also like to include some information on Alaskan Natives. If your 

family has anything they'd like to contribute, please let me know. 
 

Math-- We are almost at the end of our math curriculum!!!! The class took a 

pre-test on Friday and did great. There will be some re-teaching next week 

to fill in any holes for this chapter. Once we are done, we will be doing some 

review in preparation for the AK Star testing. Also, students are working 

towards a second Aleks Topics party, so please encourage them to work at 

home.  
 

Mrs. Sturgis    

Sabra.Sturgis@matsuk12.us      

 

4th - 8th  Grade Outdoor Fitness  

    
 

Mr. Schumacher   Jared.Schumacher@matsuk12.us     Mrs. Molly   Molly.Nichols@matsuk12.us  

 

mailto:Patsy.Manley@matsuk12.us
mailto:Sabra.Sturgis@matsuk12.us
mailto:Jared.Schumacher@matsuk12.us
mailto:Molly.Nichols@matsuk12.us


  

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The art room has been full of color and 

creativity!  

Kindergarten is exploring warm and 

cool colors and creating contrasting 

pictures.  

First grade made some very happy 

spring bird paintings, which you can see 

displayed by the gym. 

 Second grade is deep into a collage 

bootcamp, experimenting with 

materials and design to build their 

artistic skills.  

We love seeing all the creativity on 

display! 

Mrs. Glanville and Mrs. Saunders 

  

Third and fourth grades have been 
expanding their poetry knowledge, and 
practicing writing simple, compound, 
and complex sentences. Fifth grade has 
started a Chilean animal report. We are 
working on this in Writing Lab, but 
many students will need to complete 
work at home.  

Mrs. Sturgis 

This weekend riding lab we continue to 
work on different types of poetry and 
adding alliteration. They were 
awesome. 

Ms. Kile 

 

 

Español with Señorita 
Catarina 

Third, Fourth and Fifth graders are 
getting a chance to learn about the 
country of extremes - the longest, 
thinnest country in the world - Chile!  
 
We are lucky to have two Chilean 
families in our school community and 
students are sharing their personal 
experiences with this beautiful 
country. We are also learning about 
the incredible variety of animals in this 
stunning landscape.   
 
Conversation this rotation centers 
around greeting and introductions. 

 

 
 

Third grade- Started working on a final 
project in Code.org, Interactive Book 
Covers. 
 
Fourth grade- Designed their final 
project on Code.org, an American 
Native star quilt. 
 
Fifth grade- Shared their state 
presentations and started planning 
their final projects on Code.org- a 
digital time capsule. 

 
Mrs. Nielsen 

 
 

 

 

 

Happy April, Academy families!  

This week in kindergarten science 
we explored the non-touching 
forces of gravity and magnetism as 
a follow-up to our earlier unit on 
pushes and pulls. What fun we had 
investigating the properties of 
magnetism! First grade finished up 
our unit on Human Body Systems, 
adding the brain and a joint to our 
life-size diagrams after testing our 
reflexes. First graders, you're fast! 
Second grade continued our unit 
on Human Cells and Digestion with 
a model demonstrating the passage 
of food through the body and a 
discussion of waste elimination and 
proper scientific terms. So gross 
and so interesting! Next week we'll 
finish out our current units and 
hopefully spend some time 
outdoors with our Nature Journals. 

Until next time! 

Ms. Heppner & Mr. Farring 
Natalie.Heppner@matsuk12.us 

Timothy.Farring@matsuk12.us  

 
Kindergarten - Ancient Egypt and 

hieroglyphs. 

1st grade - Lewis and Clark 

Expedition and Sacagawea. 

2nd grade - Civil War ending with 

an assessment. 

Mrs. Mayer & Mrs. Drummond 

 

 
 

K -5 Lab Classes  

mailto:Natalie.Heppner@matsuk12.us
mailto:Timothy.Farring@matsuk12.us


  

 

  

   

  

  

  

  

   

  

 

 

The sixth grade recently returned from an extraordinary trip to Juneau! We were truly blown away by 

how well our students represented themselves, their families, and Academy Charter School. They 

demonstrated maturity, respect, and enthusiasm throughout the entire experience, and we could not 

be more proud of each and every one of them. 
 

During our trip, students had the incredible opportunity to meet with several local representatives and 

senators, as well as Alaska’s Lieutenant Governor and Attorney General. One of the highlights was 

participating in a mock trial with Judge Meade—where, much to the students’ delight, Mrs. Zerkel was 

“sentenced” for a crime she clearly didn’t commit!       
 

In addition to these meaningful learning experiences, we explored many of Juneau’s natural and cultural landmarks, including the 

hatchery, the glacier, and the Shrine of St. Thérèse. We also enjoyed a memorable evening bonfire at Auke Bay Recreation. 
 

A heartfelt thank you goes out to the amazing parents and volunteers who helped make this trip possible. It was truly an unforgettable 

experience for all!  Have a wonderful weekend and Happy Easter! 

    

     
 

Middle School Spanish 
Sixth graders are visiting the state capitol of Juneau this week. 
 

Seventh Graders are being introduced to AR verbs. Due to a scheduling vaguery, half of the seventh-grade class had the 

opportunity to create beautiful very intricately designed molas.  They  also worked with a new honeycomb game to practice 

their possessive adjectives. 
 

Eighth grade groups completed their absolutely wonderful fairy tales in Spanish this week. Although both groups move at 

different paces, they were able to use the grammatical constructs and vocabulary they have learned to create very engaging 

stories online on Story Creator. The stories were written, illustrated and voiced by our Eighth Graders and will be “played” in 

class on the big screen for our Kindergarten, First and Second Graders to enjoy. I am so proud of our 8th graders!!! Every 

student completed this assignment with fidelity, and I know that our primary students will be thrilled with their work! 
 

Señorita  Cady.Agoff@matsuk12.us 

    

mailto:Cady.Agoff@matsuk12.us


    

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

 
  

“Happiness lies in the joy of achievement and the thrill of creative effort.” - Franklin 
D. Roosevelt  

This week in English, students continued practice with our daily English skills in 
language, editing, and reading comprehension, working with the author’s purpose 
and evaluating evidence. They demonstrated the retention of past assessed 
vocabulary words from weeks 21-24, as well as those with the root “therm”. They 
were assigned 10 more words with the root “socio”. Please work with your students 
on their spelling and definitions each week to support success. We continued 
reading Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse. They defined the third set of targeted 
vocabulary and answered questions, locating textual evidence with page numbers. 
We spent class time going over the AK STAR Practice Test for ELA, as well, answering 
and discussing questions one at a time, practicing strategies, and gaining insight as to 
what to expect. 

In Math, students also began reviewing the AK STAR Practice Test. After finishing the 
Chapter 6 summative assessments, we began Chapter 7 on Geometric Figures, 
covering Lesson 1: Angles, Lesson 2: Complementary and Supplementary Angles, and 
Lesson 3: Triangles. This is a chapter with a lot of vocabulary words, and students 
SHOULD be entering them in their notebooks (with definitions and examples) for 
future support on the test. Please check the test grades from the last chapter to 
discuss cause-and-effect relationships with daily choices made. The mid-chapter quiz 
on the first three lessons is scheduled for next Tuesday. Students are able to use their 
notebooks for support. As a reminder, students are required to complete ten topics 
or more each week in ALEKS. Please encourage them to work on these at home. They 
should choose to work on topics we are currently studying or those we have not yet 
covered, as they will be on the state test. 

Students in History continued building geography skills, using atlases to identify 
answers to a variety of questions. We continued learning about the Great Depression. 
Students began the week focusing on President Franklin D. Roosevelt, learning about 
his early life, young adult life in politics, his challenges with polio, his candidacy, and 
his presidency. Students also learned about FDR’s New Deal Programs, their 
significance, and their legacy. They took a stand on whether the Great Depression 
was more of an economic or a human crisis, using evidence from a documentary to 
support their claim. They also wrote a diary entry from the perspective of a person 
living during this decade. They ended the week with a student-friendly news episode 
of current events, featuring the recent mission to the moon. 

Together, this will be a great year! 

Ms. Twohy     Tuesday.Twohy@matsuk12.us  

Wrights Winners!  

Wright 7th LA: This week, students dove deep 

into Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. For most, it was the 

first time they'd heard this iconic story. They 

practiced text-dependent analysis in response to 

several prompts and analyzed their responses as 

a class using the AK STAR rubric for written 

responses.  They honed their summary skills 

creating a plot diagram and used those 

summaries to make a quote sheet. Each student 

chose a chapter to illustrate, using that quote 

sheet, which will become a story quilt, or graphic 

novel display. They defended their choice of one 

of the book's three themes at a Harkness table 

prior to their essay assessment on the same 

idea. Students then peer reviewed their final 

scene in their creative script writing project.  

 

Wright 7th math: On Wednesday, the class tested 

on Chapter 11's geometry concepts. That theme 

continues in Chapter 12, which begins with 

circles and will finish with surface area and 

volume. Ten ALEKS topics are due each week.  

 

Wright 7th history: Students should be reading 

steadily in their WW2 book choices. Responses 

are due each Wednesday through this month. 

They learned about Japanese aggression in the 

Pacific, as well as the impact of Blitzkrieg in the 

war's early years. They took notes on the battles 

of Dunkirk and Britain. A book project is 

assigned; students may choose from a variety of 

projects that are due April 20.  

 

All homework and hand-outs are on ConnectEd 

or Google Classroom. Have a great weekend! 

 

Mrs. Wright    Melodie.Wright@matsuk12.us 

 
 

Seventh grade Science is taking a look back in time.  Not recent history, but all the way back 4.6 BILLON years ago when 

most scientists agree that earth first formed.  Each student has been given a geologic time period to study and create a 

display that represents the plants and animals from their time.  All the details are listed in google classroom.  The due 

date for this final big project is April 23rd.  Throughout the next couple of weeks, students will learn about this huge 

expansion of time and the creatures that inhabited the planet before modern times. Please help support your student by 

obtaining a tri-fold poster ASAP before all the stores sell out.  (It's elementary science fair time across the valley!) Also, 

several items for this project will need to be researched and printed off at home, so please be sure your student has 

access to a printer well before this project is due. I have included a number of websites on google classroom to help 

support kids with this project.  Please let me know if you have any questions! 
 

Mrs. Dunham  Susan.Dunham@matsuk12.us  

mailto:Tuesday.Twohy@matsuk12.us
mailto:Melodie.Wright@matsuk12.us
mailto:Susan.Dunham@matsuk12.us


  

Well April is upon us and spring is definitely in the air! With this in mind, please be sure 
your 8th grade is prepared to go outside when the opportunity presents itself, including 
being ready for each day’s weather to include jackets and appropriate shoes, as well as 
weather appropriate Outdoor Fitness gear on Mondays. We are seeing a marked increase 
in students being ill-prepared for Outdoor Fitness, particularly not having appropriate 
shoes. Thank you for your support in reminding your child to arrive to school prepared. 
 
My Math students have been total rockstars and I am truly amazed at the progress they 
have made this year. As of today, two students in our class have completed their 8th grade 
ALEKS pies and are getting a jump start on the Algebra I concepts for next year. Moreover, 

several other students are making tremendous progress and will be completing their 8th grade course in 
the next few days. I am so incredibly impressed by their MASTERY of such huge topics. Our class focus 
has been equations with two variables, and the class is doing fabulously well! 
 
English I students are incredibly busy as we read Elie Wiesel’s Night AND they are working on the Hero’s 
Journey narratives. The deadlines are outlined in Google classroom, and the most up-to-date calendar is 
posted there as well. 
 
With the longer days upon us, many students are sharing that they are staying awake until the wee 
hours of the morning and then struggling to be ready to learn the next day. We have state testing next 
week so please help ensure your child is getting adequate sleep! Thank you! 
 
Have a fantastic weekend & enjoy the increased sunlight, 
 
Mrs. Molina  
Stacy.Molina@matsuk12.us     

 

This week in Algebra One we begin our last chapter 

in our textbooks! We have finished up with our unit 

on probability and statistics with our statistical 

analysis report due Friday 4/3, and now we are 

working on Radical Functions!  

  
It's back to the grind this week! Coming off an 

amazing Science Fair, I am happy to say I am 

impressed with how amazing the experiments and 

presentations were! 

 

Mr. Farring   Timothy.Farring@matsuk12.us 
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English 1 

This week we read the short story άAn Honest 

Thiefέ written in 1848 by Fyodor Dostoevsky. Since the 

story was written long ago and translated from Russian, 

we skimmed the text to define unfamiliar words prior to 

reading. As we read, we created a character chart for 

better understanding. Our Harkness discussion centered 

around what it means to be a “good person” and on the 

powerful question: Is forgiveness more powerful than 

punishment? While discussing the story, students 

supported their opinions with evidence from the text. 

 

In addition to our reading, we continued making progress 

on our informational essays. This week’s focus was on 

writing strong introductions, clear thesis statements, and 

meaningful conclusions. Students are working to clearly 

present their ideas while engaging their readers from 

beginning to the end. 

 

Mrs. Manley     Patsy.Manley@matsuk12.us  
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